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Denied by
Haldeman

By Laurence Stern

Washington Post Staft \’JZ.»ri:ter

H. R. (Bob) Haldeman,
President Nixon’s ‘former
chief of staff, said yesterday
he did not participatein any
effort.. to cover up: - the
Watergate scandal or to im-
plicate the CIA in the case.

He told a closed session of
the Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee, however,
that at Pres1dent Nixon’s di-
rection he set up a meeting
with CIA officials to~deter-
mine; among other things,
“whether the relation be-
tween some of the Watergate .
participants and the Bay of

" Pigs. Wwas a matter of con-
cern ‘t;o ‘the CIA.”

Itis “at this point, ds in-
vestigating senators noted,
that*“substantlal conflicts”
emerged between CIA wit-
nessés ‘and the accounts of
President Nixon’s

Haldeman yesterday said
the'President asked that the
CIA sand FBI coordinate
w1tb. ‘each other to be sure
that ‘the Watergate investiga-
tlog not disclose any covert
CIA. programs. This - was
substantially the testimony |
of former White House aide
John D. Ehrlichman on

Wednesday. It conformed -
also..with the version of .
events\descubed by Presi-
dent Nixon in a statement
last week.

But former CIA Director
Richard M. nelms and

Deputy: Director Gen. Ver-
non Walters said the White
House aides directed 'Wal-
ters to meet immediately
with FBI Acting Director L.

Patrick Gray on June 23, |

1972. Walters was instructed
to tell Gray that the FBI'sy
inquiry into passage”’ of
Watergate funds through
Mexico could imperil CIA
cover programs there,
CIA witnesses said.
This testimony gave rise
to the inference that the

White House aides were try- .

ing to use the CIA to shut
off the FBI's investigation
of the Watergate scandal’s
Mexican connection. i

Haldeman yesterday ac-
knowledged that Helms,
during the June 23 meeting,
“assured us that there was

See HALDEMAN, A10, Col. 3 |

formerg_
two top aides. ¥ e

the

y HALDEMAN From Al

0. CIA 1nvolvement idn the
Watergate and also that he
had no concern from the
CIA’s ‘viewpoint regarding
any possible conhnections of
the ‘{Watergate personnel
with'the Bay of Pigs.”

It was not | clear from
Haldeman’s testimony what
gave rise to ! the White
House concern over a possi-
ble connection between the
12-year-old Kennedy Admin-
istration fiasco in Cuba and
the Watergate fund investi-
gation in Mexico.

Sen. John Pastore (D-R.I.)
yesterday described it as
“yery far-fetched.”

The only apparent connec-
tion is that Watergate con-
spirator E. Howard Hunt
and at least one of his aides
were participants in the
abortive CIA-sponsored in-
vasion.

Haldeman sa1d yesterday

" he did not recall any discus-

sion during the June 23
fneeting of the FBI’s investi-
gation' in’ Mexico. Ehrlich-
man, however, testified the
prevmus day that the Presi-
dent. “was especially con-
cerned zbout agency (CIA)
activities in Mexico which
might be disclosed.”

| At'a White House briefing
on: May 22, White House
cotmsel Leonard Garment
had said the President
asked for no restrictions on
the . FBI investigation in
Mexico.

i If Ehrlichman's testimony
is eorrect the President was
aware of the FBI inguiry
into the “laundering” of Re-

“publican political funds, to-

talling some $100,000, within
six days of the Watergate
breakiin last year.

Haldeman said that the
June 23 meeting was or-
dered by the President on
the basis of a report from
former White House counsel
John Dean that the FBI
“had requested guidance re-
garding some aspects of the
Watergate  investigation.”
He did’not elaborate, how-
ever, on which aspects of
the case the FBI was seek-
ing White House guidance.

Haldeman specifically de-
nied ever hearmg any pro
posal that the CIA furnish
bail and pay the salaries of
Watergate bugglnd suspects.
Walters testified that these
suggestions had been raised
with him by Dean and heat-
edly rejected by ithe CIA,

In his prepared statement
to the cemmlttee which was
released by Haldeman the

former White House aide

» sald “we had no reason te
believe that anyone in the
White House was involved
(in the Watergate scandal),
and no reason, therefore, to
seek any cover-up of the Wa-
tergate investigation from
the White House.”

At the same time, Halde-
man added, “there was con-
cern at the White House that
activities which had been in
no way related to Water-
gate or to the 1972 political
campaign — and which were
in the area of national secur-
ity—would be compromised
in the process of the Water-
gate investigation and the
attendant publicity and po-
litical furore.

“Recent events have fully
justified that concern—with
the disclosure of the FBI
wiretaps on press and NSC
personnel, the details of the
‘plumbers’ operation, etc.,”
Haldeman said.

In a related development
yesterday, Justice Depart-
ment officials disclosed the
text of a March 2, 1973, FBI
memorandum asserting that
the Central Intelligence
Agency requested that. two
of its employees not be inter-
viewed in connection with
the Watergate case, ¥

The reason cited in the
memorandum was that the
two employees were “opera-
tional” and that interviews
might tend to blow their
covers.

CIA witnesses have testi-
fied repeatedly that the
agency was in no way in-
volved in the Watergate case.
They further testified that
FBI investigative activities
in Mexico would not endan-
ger any covert CIA opera-
tions.

The FBI memorandum was
unrelated to the bureau’s
Watergate investigation in
Mexico.

Meanwhile, former CIA
Deputy Director Gen. Rob-
ert E. Cushman, now Marine
commandant, yesterday
called a press conference to
explain a conflict between
his own testimony and that
of Ehrlichman on Wednes-
day concerning CIA assist-
ance to Watergate bugging
conspirator Hunt.

Ehrlichman denied Cush-
man’s claim that it was he
who called the CIA on July
7, 1971, and requested the
\ assistance — chiefly spy
paraphernalia — to Hunt.

Cushman noted yesterday
the the minutes. of a top-
level CIA meeting. on July
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8 1971 showed that he spe-

man related
prosecutor harl

asked him to descmbe in a
memorandum how Hunt
came to his attention. In his
response he named Ehrlich-
man as having made the in-
troduction. &

Cushman sent the memo
to. Ehrlichman on instruc-
tion of William Colby, now
the nominee for CIA direc-
tor. Ehrlichman, Cushman
said, asked Cushman to tear
up the memo. The White
House aide told Cushman he
did not recall mdking the
phone call about Hunt.

Since his own recollections
were not precise, said Cush-
man, he agreed to“write an-
other memo without men-
tioning Ehrlichman. He said
that he and Ehrlichman
agreed it would “not be very
fair” to name Ehrlichman in
the memo unless he could
prove it.

However, when Cushman’s
name emerged as hHaving pro-
vided the assistance to Hunt
earlier this month, CIA of-
ficials made a search of
meeting minutes and found
those of the July 8, 1971,
meeting saying that it was
Ehrlichman who " first ap-
proached the CIA in Hunt’s
behalf.
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H. R. (Bob) Haldeman, President Nixon’s
former- chief of staff, talks to nmewsmen

H. R. (Bob) Haldeman |
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By James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post

after appearing before the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittee yesterday.

By James 1

faces Chairman John McClellan before the Senate Appropriat




