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Former Aide Says He Did Not
Tell General Wafters to

Seek Curb on F.B.IL
—JuUN—1 1873
EH}P\LECHMAN DISPUTED

Cushmari ‘Says C.LAData
Shows' Domestic Chief

sked Aid for Hunt:
N Tings " Furt

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM
Spectal Lo The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 31<~The
conflict between top former
White House aides and officials
’of the Centra] Intelligence
‘Agency over their roles in the
Watengate case widened today.
H. R. Haldeman, once. Presi-
dent Nixon’s closest aide, denied
“categorically” before a Senate

- Haldeman text and excerpts
from Ehrlichman, Page 16,

subcommittee that he had ‘par-
ti¢ipated in a Watergate cover-
up. £
Mr. Haldeman disputed eaikli—
er testimony from Lieut. Gen.
Vernon Walters, Deputy Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence, that
he had instructed General Wal-
ters to'try to get the Federal
Bureawof Investigation to:stop
investigating certain aspects of
the Watergate affair. 6
Later, in another aspect, of
the case, Gen. Robert E. Cush-
man Jr,, the former deputy di-
rector at C.LA., who is now
commandant of the Marine
Corps! ‘said that a check of‘the
agency’s records left no doubt
that John D. Ehrlichman:had
asked-Him: to give assistance to
E. Howard Hunt Jr. o
Difference in Testimony:

Hunt, who ‘pleaded guilty to
the Watergate conspiracy; al-
legedly used the agency’s para-|
phernalia to break into the of-
fice of Daniel Ellsberg’s. psy-
chiatrist in the summer of 1971

Yesterday, Mr. Ehrlichman,
who, was President. Nixon’s

|

|committee testimony yester--

first one, dated Jan.é{%
General = Cushman - sz

v'h‘a‘d, called “him*in
lto- ask that aid be given to

d * it i VCQ g\%.’wsw"Ofn ‘en'}'f |
orandn 4 , pmagttex%a‘m

Tuly, 1971,

having.asked the C.LA. to help
Hunt, My, Erhlichman said i
was highly unlikely that
done so. A e
Senator Johni O. Pastore,
Democrat of Rhode Island, after
hearing Mr. Haldeman’s ‘testi-
mony ‘ today, complained of
“Glaring inconsistencies® : be-
tween the testimony of Mt! Hal-
deman and Mr; Ehrlichmgn‘ on
the one hand-and Genera]l Wal-
ters and General Cushman on
the other,

Two Points at Issue

There are two basic points of'
conflict. ’

The first is over what was
said at a White House meeting
on June 23 thqt?jzwas called on
President Nixon's orders.” At
the meeting were Mr. Halde-
man, Mr. Ehrlichman, Richard
Helms, Director ‘of Central In-
telligence, and General Walters,
Mr. Helm'’s deputy.

The  second concerns the
source of instructions:'to Gen-
eral Walters to provide “assis’

Continued on Page 16, Column 5
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House chief of staff until he
resigned April 30 because of'
Watergate disclosures, testified
for more than two hours be-
fore. the subcommittee this
morning. He then read a briet
statement to newsmen but re-
fused. to answer their ques-
tions : :
He began his statement by
saying, “I can |categorically’
state'=—"and would like to—|
that at no time, nor in any
way, -did: I suggest, direct or
participate in any, cover-up of

the Watergate ,le;vestigatio‘n.”

Actions Called “Proper’

neither asked the C.ILA. toj
participate in any Watergate'
cover-up, nor did I ever suggest
that the C.LA. take any respon-
sibility - for the Watergate
break-in.” o
Mr. Haldeman concluded his
statement as follows:

“I believe all of my actions
were proper, in accord with the
President’s  instructions and
clearly in the national interest.
Beyond that, I have nothing|
futher to say at this time on
this matter.”

were at the hearing, Mr. Halde-
man’s testimony, for the most|
part, paralleled that given yes-
terday by Mr. Ehrlichman, the
President’s former | adviser on
,domestic’ affairs.

- Testimony Seem Conflicting

. The Senators reported what
Senato’s Pastore, Democrat of
Rhode Island, called “glaring in-
consistencies” between the tes-
timony o fthe two White House
aides and that of |officials of

ut the general went ‘on
But the g AL

that the general then wrote a

He went on to declare, “I[

According to Senators whol

the Central Intelligence agency
who. have been questioned by
the subcommittee over the last
three weks.

The basic conflict is over
what was said at a White
House meeting on June 23 that
was called on President Nixon’s
orders. At the meeting were
Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Ehrlichman,
Richard Helms, Director of Cep.
tral Intelligence, and Mr. Helm’s
deputy, Lieut, Gen, Vernon
Walters. !

General Walters tolg Con-|
gressional *.committees earlier|
this month that he had been|

* |ordered by Mr, Haldeman to try

to get the Federal Bureau of
Investigation to stop investigat-
ing Mexican aspects of the
Watergate case.

At thatipoint, the bureau was”
looking into the “mannér in
which' $89,000 had been ‘passed
from the President’s re-election
committee through a Mexican
bank into the hands of the
Watergate burglars, :

General Walters said that he
was supposed to tell L. Patrick
3d, then acting directorof thel
F.B.L,that further investigation:
could compromise certain activ-
ities and resources of his‘agen-
¢y in Mexico.

Haldeman Recalls Parey -

Mr. Haldeman, in his state-
ment, to newsmen today, gave
his version of the conversation
at the meeting as follows: ..

“General Walters was asked
to meet with Director Gray to
{insure that any unrelated covert
operations of the C.IA. or any
unrelated national security’ ac-
tivities. had been previously
undertaken by some of ‘the
Watergate principals not be
compromised in the process. of
the Watergate investigation and

e attendant publicity and po-
litical furor. - ;

‘This was 'done. with no in-
‘or desireto impede or

Over “up any aspect of the
Watergate investigation itself.
Any other actions taken or
suggestions made by. others
were without my. knowledge

jand without the knowledge of

the President.”

Senator John L. McClellan,
the'~subcommittee’s --¢hairman,
noted . the “very .substantial
conflict” and seemed incredu-
lous about some of Mr. Halde-
man’s testimony. L
For.example, Mr. McClellan,
an Arkansas Democrat, said he
could not understand why, if
their story were accurate, Mr.
Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman
had not simply asked Mr.
Helms whether C.ILA. opera-
tions would be endangered.
Mr. McClellan noted that on

White Houst meeting — Mr.
Helms. told Mr. Gray that the
C.LA. had not been involved
in the Watergate burglary and
thatl.. agency operations in

the conversation-anda that Mr.
Haldeman’s'/zanswer! had.;been
“somewhat vague” and,
entirely: satisfactory.” .

“It seemed to me,” M
Clellan said, “and I wa
be absolutely fair — it seemed

was to find out of any in-
volvement of the C.LA. or any
adverse results to it by reason
of continuation of this investi-
gation, they had Helms  there
and they 'could -have™ asked
him _directly.”
r MCCI%qﬂén also  ques-
tioned why, if the ‘purpose of
the: meeting was “to. iget the
two agencies together, Gray
was not invited to be present
so they could have them all
there.” e
Senator Roman L. Hruska,
Republican of Nebraska, .said
that Mr. Haldeman had told the
subcommittee tha Mr. Gray had
not been invited because there
could have been “high-level
‘discussions” about secret C.LA.,
affairs that Mr., Gray should
not have known about.

Cuban Invasion Cited

| Mr. Haldeman’s testimony
also brought out an additional
‘reason for President Nixon’s
‘concern that C.I.A. operations
might--be jeopardized by the
Watergate investigation. The

former Presidential aide told
the subcommittee, according

to Senator McClellan, that

CLA. activities related to the
Bay of Pigs might be affected.

Senator McClellan and Sena-
tor Pastore said.that Mr. Halde-
man had not made clear how
the FB.IL investigation could
havt been relatéd to the abor-
tive C.LA.-sponsored invasion
of Cuba in 1962, although some
of those who participated in
the break-in of Democrat head-
quarters in the Watergate com-
plex had also participated in
the Bay of Pigs invasion.

Mr, Pastore remarked aftere
ward that he found tht Bay
of Pigs connection to the Water-
gate investigation “a little far-
fetched.”

Mr. Haldeman seemed to try
to attribute any Watergate.
cover-up to John W. Dean 3d,
iformer counsel to the Prtsident,
iwho was dismissed on April 30,
{the day Mr. Haldeman and Mr,
|Ehrilichman resigned.

Mr. Haldeman said that Mr.
Dean had first suggested the
possibility of C.ILA. involve-
ment in the Watergate burglary
and that it was because of
Mr. Dean’s suggestion that the
meeting was ‘roal’lgd with Mr.
Helms and General'Walters.

) The McClellan subcommittee
is investigating - whether any
pressure was exerted on tht
C.I.A. to cover up the Water-

June 22 — the day before the|gate case, It’s work is distinct

ifrom that of the over-all Water-
gate /investigation being con-
ducted by the panel headed by
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr.

Mexico would not bt
dangered by the F.B.I. investi-
gation,
Haldeman Called ‘Vague’
Mr. McClellan said that ht

clusion of his
name in the memc}gandum, and

',Jno,t
Mr. E}}‘rIi‘é"hm

had asked Mr. Haldeman about:

Dispute Over Hunt

! The conflict between Mr.
{Ehrlichman and General Cush-
‘man. over who instructed that
‘C.LA. help should go to Hunt
‘developed as follows:

Mr. Ehrlichman, in his sub-
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) Assdciafed Press
Cushman Jr. at news session yesterday

Gen. Robert El.
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