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he testified.

McCord said that at one
meeting, after he told Caul-

Washinoton post MAY 1 9 1973

MeCord Told Nixon Knew of Off ers

Cox Is Names

CASUT'Y

as Special Prosecutor

Otticial

Gaﬂed Go-Between

: A'fIl Clemency Offelf

Bv Lawrence R. Meyer
Washington Post Staff Writer " ~£

Cﬁnwcted Watergate conspirator James W McCord
Jr. testified yesterday that a government official told
him:that President Nixon knew the official was ofifer-
ing McCord money and executive clemency to rem’ahi

sﬂer;t about the whole affair.

McCord told the Sesate select Watergate commlttee

that John Caumeld a Treas- -
ury#,Department offieial,
who had served earlier in

the White House, cartied -+,
to McCord  that .

message
Caulfield said was ““from
the very: highest levels of
the White House”
McCord testified “that
Caulfield told him that “the
President of the United
States was in Key BiScayne,
Fla,, that weekend, had been
told: of the forthcoming
meeting with me, and would
be immediately told of the
results of the meeting. He
further stated that, may
have a message. to 'you at
our next meeting from the
President himself; "~
Presidential press*secre-
tary Ronald Ziegler issued
an immediate denial of this
testimony. “The “Pregident
did 'not participate or have
any knowledge of activities
relating fo a cover-up,” Zie-
gler'said, “and the President
at ng; time authorized any-
one £0 represent him in of-
fering executive clemency.”
Sefidte committee sources
said yesterday that Caulfield
had told them that he. con-
veyed offers of executive
clemency to MecCord, The
sources said Caulfield: told
committee investigators that
he had acted on instructions
of former White House
Counsel John W. Dean III,
hut would not say if Caul-
field told them othersat the
White House were involved,
The Senate Select {Com-
mittee chairman, :Sen) Sam
Ervin (D-N.C)), said repeat-
edly during the hearing yes-
terday’ that until .Caulfield
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himself testified, MeCord’s
statements about what Caul-
field told him were hearsay
concerning the President

and would nét be admissible
in a court of law.

McCord also told the Sen-
ate select committee that he
agreed to participate in the
Watergate bugging because
it was “my personal opinion
(that) the President of the
United States had set-into
motion this operation.” He
said his" opinion* was based
on conclusions drawn from
circumstances’ surrounding
the operation. and his per-
ception of the administra-
tion’s chain of command,

Ziegler also repeated yes-

terday earlier White House
statements denying that
President Nixon had prior
knowledge of the bugging of

the Democratic  National
Committee’s Watergate
headquarters.

Early in the Watergate
trial last January, five of
the seven defendants .sud-
denly pleaded guilty and- re-
mained silent on all aspects
bf the case. During the same
period, MecCord testiﬁled
yesterday, he was under
pressure to plead guilty a}ﬁd

on three occasions was of-

fered clemency and mon;ey
in return for a promise_to
keep silent.

MecCord reconstructed for
the committee a conversa-

tion he said he had on one |

of those three occasions

with Caulfield, whom Mec-+

Cord said had been a good
friend. McCord quoted Caul-
field as saying, “ ‘The Presi-
dent’s ability to govern is at
stake. Another Teapot Dome
scandal is possible, and the
government may fall. Every-
body else is on the track but
you. You are not ‘following
the game plan. Get closer to
your attorney. You seem to
be pursuing your ' own
course of action. Don’t talk
if called before the grand

(8 cols)

jury, keep silent, and do the
same-if called 'ﬁéﬂ)re a con-
gressional committee.”

In addition to several
meetings with = Caulfield
where money and executive
clemency were offered, Me-
Cord said he received mys-
terious phone calls directing
him to a pay telephone
booth near his home where
he was called and told to
“plead guilty.” His own law-
yver conveyed similar offers
and a codefendant’s wife
carried much the same mes-
sage, McCord said.

When McCord was asked
yesterday what he thought
Caulfield meant by “the
very top levels of the White
House,” McCord responded,

& assumed it meant one'of

three people: Mr. Haldeman,
Mr. Ehrlichman or the Pres-
ident.”

H. R. (Bob) Haldeman, for-
mer White House chief of
staff, resigned April 30 after
being linked by various alle-

gations to the Watergate af- .

fair. Former Special Assist-
ant to the President John D,
Ehrlichman resigned the
same day under the same
circumstances.

McCord’s testimony yes-
terday covered two principal
areas:

® His knowledge of how
the bugging of the Demo-
cratic National Committee’s
Watergate headquarters was
planned and who partici-
pated in the decision, In this
context, MeCord said he had
been told that John N. Mitch-
ell, while still Attorney
* General, participated in the
.planning and direction of
the bugging, along with
White House counsel John
W. Dean III and deputy
Nixon campaign manager
Jeb Stuart Magruder.

© Alleged attempts by the
White House, lawyers and
one of his codefendants in
the Watergate trial to per-
suade or coerce McCord to

- remain sﬂent m exchange

for: money % execuuve

clemency.
Reading from a 10-page
. statement, McCord de-

scribed a complicated series
of communications from
lawyers, notes, phone calls
both.at home and at a tele-
phone booth near the Blue
Fountain Inn on Rte. 355
near his Rockville home and
the meetings with Caulfield
on the George Washington
Parkway. The import of all
these overtures to him,
Whlch McCord charac’cerlzed

“political pressiire,” was
to urge, persuade and
coerce him to plead guilty,

field he would not plead
guilty and would talk pub-
licly about the Watergate,
Caulfield told him:

“You know that if the ad-
ministration gets its back to
the wall, it will have to take
steps to defend itself.”

“I took that as a personal
threat,” MecCord told the
committee, “and I told him
in response that I had had a
good life, that my will was
made out and that I had
thought through the risks
and would take them when I
was ready.”

McCord gave the Senators
this accounts of . the ap-
proaches to him to plead
guilty and remain silent:

The first day of the
Watergate trial, Jan. 8, Mc-
Cord said his lawyer, Gerald
Alch, told him that William
O. Bittman, the lawyer for
McCord’s codefendant E.
Howard Hunt Jr., wanted to
talk to McCord.

“When I asked why, Alch
said that Bittman wanted to
talk with me about whose
word I would trust regard-
ing a White House offer of
executive eclemency.”

McCord said he had no in-
tention of accepting execu-
tive clemency “but I did
want to find out what was
going on, and by whom, and
exactly what the White
House was doing now.”

Aleh and McCord went to
Bittman’s office, but Mec-
Cord, angry at what he con-
sidered the “arrogance and
audacity of another man’s
Jawyer” trying to make a
“pitch” for the White House,
never actually talked to
Bittman.

Aleh talked to Bittman,
while McCord waited in an-
other room, and then told
McCord that “I would be
called that same night by a
friend I had known from the
‘White House.”

McCord said he assumed
the reference was to Caul-
field, “who had originally
recruited me for the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President position”
when Caulfield was working
in the White House.

That night, about 12:30,
McCord said he received a
call. from “an unidentified
individual who said that
Caulfield was out town, and
asked me to go to a pay
phone booth near the Blue
Fountain Inn on Route 355

near my residence, where he .

had a message for me from
Caulfield. There the sam
Caulfield. There the same
individual called and read
the following message

“Plead guilty. One Veaﬂ is
a long time”You will get ex-
ecutive clemency. Your fam-
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By Ken Feil—The Washington Post
The Rockville phone booth where James about his role in the Watergate affair,

W. McCord Jr. received promises of according to the former CIA agent’s testi-
executive clemency if he would keep quiet mony before a Senate hearing yesterday.



Ay will'be taken care of and
when you get out you will
be rehabilitated and 4 job
will be found for you. Don't
takesimmunity when called
before the grand jury.”

McCord said the message
was read to him again and
then he told the caller —
whom he said he could not
identify, although the per-
son spoke with a New York
accent—"“he would not dis-

cuss the matter on _the
phone.

McCord said that exactly
what was meant © by

“executive clemency” was
never made clear. The term
refers to the President’s
power to shorten sentences,
commute them or grant full
pardons and restoration of
all civil rights and liberties
to a convicted person.

After the first phone call,
McCord said he got another
on Jan. 10--the same day
Howard Hunt pleaded guilty
in the trial—telling him to
go back to the phone booth
the next night and setting
up a meeting with Caulfield
for Jan. 1.

The Jan. 11 phone conver-
sation with Caulfield never
took place, but McCord met
with him on Jan. 12 at an
overlook on the = George
Washington Parkway along
the Potomac River in Vir-

giania.

‘‘Caulfield advised that he
had been attending a' law
enforcement meeting in San
Clemente, Calif., and had
just returned,” McCord told
the committee as the packed
hearing' roam erupted in
laughter, (President Nixon
was- at the western White
House in San Clemente
from Jan. 5 until the 9th,
butreturned to Washington
on the 9th and was in the
Capital on Jan. 12th.)

McCord said he told Caul-
field he had no objection to
talking but- advised Caul-
figdl? “that I had no inten-
tigf*™ of taking executive
clemency of pleading guilty,
that T had<come to the meet-

ing at his request and not of
my: ewn, and was glad to tell
him my views.”

Caulfield, McCord said,
told him that the offer of ex-
ecutive clemency was a
“‘gincere offer’ He ex-
plained that he had been
asked te convey this ‘mes-
sage to me and was only do-
ing what he was told to do.
He repeated the last state-
ment several times.”

McCord  said
then told him that he was
“carrying the message of ex-
ecutive clemency to me
‘from the very highest leyels
of the White [House/ ™ He
stated that the President of
the Unite Stateg yas in Key
Biscavne, Fla, that weekend,

testimony yesterday alter

noon, McCord was asked by -

the ranking minority -mem
bers of the committee: Sen
Howard H. Baker Jri™ (R
Tenn) to return Tuesday
and provide a fuller explana
tion on several points. in
cluding a reported Hurit

Caulfield

. e
had been told of the fapiF-
coming meeting with e,
and would be immedidtely
told of the results of the

meeting.” McCord testified.

that Caulfield also said at
the next meeting he might
have,a message to McCord
“from the  President him.
self.” " :

One reason McCord said
he balked at offersssf execu-
tive clemency w#s that he
had seen a list of witnesses
for the trial with former
deputy  Nixon campaign
manager Magruder’s name
on it.

“It was clear then that
Magruder was going to per-

Jure himself and that we

were notgdﬁ_fgﬂvto get a fair
trial,” McCord testified.
“Further I told him (Caul-
field) that it was
that some of those involved
in the Watergate case were
goihg to trial, and others
were going to be covered for

— I was referring to John
Mitchell, John Dean and
Magruder — and that was
not my idea of American
justice,” McCord said. .

MecCord said he also be-
lieved that the government,
despite its denials in. court,
had been tapping his tele-
phone' since June 17 along
with the other defendants:

“I'stated that if we were
going to get a fiction .0f a
fair trial, through perjured
testimony to begin with, and
then for the government to
lie about illegal telephone
interceptions, that the trial
ought to be kicked out and
we start all over again, this
time: with all of those in-
volved as defendants,” Mec-
Cord said. 2

“At least in this way,” Mec-
Cord said, “ ‘some would
not be more equal than oth-
ers’ before the bar of justice
and we would get a fair
trial.”

The meeting ended with
Caulfield saying he would
call the next day about an-
other meeting. Caulfield
next called, McCord said, on
June 14 and arranged a sec-
ond meeting at the overlook
on the George Washington
Parkway.

This time Caulfield told
him that the Presiden’ts
ability to govern is threat-
ened” and admonished Mec-
Cord to follow the “game
plan,” “get closer to your at-

torney.”
McCord said he told Caul-
fleld “a massive injustice

was being done, that I was
different than the others,
that T was going to fight the
fixed case, and had no inten-
tion of either pleading
guilty, taking executive
clemency or agreeing to fe-

clear ”

o

main silent.” McCord said
he told Caulfield that the
trial was a “sham” but he
quickly pointed out to the
senators yesterday that he
excluded the trial
Chief U.S. Distriect Judge
John J. Sirica, from that
characterization.

Caulfield called three

times after the: Jan. 14 meet- -

ing; but McCord said he re-
fused to meet. Their last
meeting, this time a drive
to Warrenton, Va., on Jan.
25, involved another discus-
sion of clemency, money
and “rehahilitation.”
Caulfield told him, Mec-
Cord said, “that I was
‘fouling up the game plan.’
I made a few comments
about the game plan.”

judge, |

MecCord said he told Caul-,

field he would speak 'out

when ready and that Caul--
field responded that the
administr% “will have

to take stépg to defend it-
self.” Under questioning by
the committee, McCord said

he had never received any {

direct threats nor had mem-
bers of his family, although
he said hig wife was con-
cerned.

The night before McCord
was to be sentenced-—March
23—he said Caulfield called
and-offered-to put up the
$100,000 cash bond needed
to keep McCord free. “I
said that if we ever needed

it I Jyould, let him *know, T
never contacted him there-
afler; neither have I heard
from ' him,” McCord said|
McCord, 49, hunched over
the microphone and de-

livered his _testimony slowly.

with“a soft voice that sug-’

gested his Oklahoma birth.
He told Ervin at one point,
when Ervin asked him to
speak louder, that he was
“hoarse.”

The second principal area
of “NMeCord’s testimony in-
valved the planning « and
execution of the Watergate
bugging—discussions that he
said included plans for bug-
ging the residence and of
fice 'the then Democratic
chairman, Lawrence F.
O’Brien, the headquarters of
Sen. George S. McGovern
and perhaps also the head-
quarters of Sen. Edmund S.
Huskie. Ultimately. McCord
said, only the Democratic
headquarters in the Water
gate were bugged as far he
knew.

Convicted Watergate con-
spirator G. Gordon Liddy,
then an official of the re.
election committe, started
/talkin-g to him about the bhug-
ging operation in January
or February 1972, McCord
testified.

McCord said Liddy told

Liddy plan to burglariZe the

safe of Las.Vegas Sun ._pu'b‘_é
lisher, HamolGrgggepun, L0} Tuesday,
obtain information's

the

Baker asked McCord, wha
will resume testimony w_hen

him that Mitchell, Magruder
and Dean were discussing
the bugging with Liddy and
that meetings - had taken
place in Mitchell's office
while he was Attorfiey Gen-

~eral,

' AM'c\C(‘)'rd Salds duie e

standing from Liddy was .
‘that these méetings had con-

tinuer through the time of
the first breakin at the
Watergate on May 27 and the
second on June 17 when. two
bugs were planted and docy-
ments photographed.

When McCord was pressed
to explain why he .partici-
pated in an activity that was
illegal, he gave two basic
explanations: he was con-
cerned, as security director
for the re-election commit-
tee about violence from dem-
onstrators, and he believed
that Mitchell had legal au-
thority,, especially with

. White House backing, to au-

thorize wiretaps.

“Why did you go ahead
with (2% Sen. Edward .J.
Gurney (R-Fla.) asked Mec-
Cord, .

“T'or hasically the reasons
I have stated, but those were
not fhe only reasons,” Mec-
Cord replied. “The fact that
the Attorney General, the
White House itself, and in
my personal opinion, the
President of the United
States, I felt, had set into
motion this operation. Be-
cause of the close relation-
ship of Mr. Mitchell and Mr,
Dean and the fact that Mr.
Dean worked with the Presi.
dent.”

When Gurney asked why
McCord had waited so long—-
his  testimony was made
known to the commitfee only
two days ago—to give these
facts, McCord replied, “be-
gause it 'in‘x’i‘c‘"iWéH‘fﬁireqtly thi
President of the “United
States.. It also involve'q_ ay
individual that I considere
a personal friend, Mr. Jacl
Cau;field.” i

At one point in hig testi
mony, MecCord said that the
name of former White House
special counsel to the’ Presi
dent Charles W. Colson way
interjected by Hunt during
a meeting to discuss tHe " Wa
tergate operation. r

Hunt, MeCord said; re
ferred during one meeling
to having worked for . Col
son in the White House
Holding typewritten s page!
Hunt had typed himself, Mec
Cord said, Hunt told. him
““T will see Colson’ and he
held the paper in his-han¢
in this sense (showing that
Hunt had gestured with the
papers).”’ :

At the conclusion of hij

committee reconveneg

to _answer - ques

tions “the committee doesn’t
have enough sense to ask.”

¢



