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’ WASHINGTON, May 17 —
jE]]iot L. Richardson, in the
continuing search for a special
prosecutor for the Watergate
investigation, issued a detailed
set of guidelines today that ap-
parently would give wide dis-
cretion and power to whoever
itakes up the task,

In a letter presenting the
guidelines, to the Senate Ju-
|diciary Committee, Mr. Richard-

Text of office’s guidelines
is printed on Page 20.

son, the Attorney General-des-
ignate, asserted that the special
prosecutor would be appointed
by the Attorney General to
serve within the Department
of Justice. He said'the prosecu-
tor would be given “full author-
ity for investigating and pros-
ecuting offenses against the
United States arising out of the
unauthorized entry into Demo-
(cratic National Committee head
'quarters at the Watergate.”

He would also handle “all
offenses arising out of the 1972
President election” as well as
“allegations involving the Pres-
ident, members of the White
House staff, or Presidential ap-
pointees and any other matters
jassigned to him by the Attorn-

Continued on Page 20, Column 1
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ey General,” Mr. Richardson
 wrote.

The concept of “full” ay-
thority used in the guidelines,
however, still does not meet the,
insistence among some mem-|
bers of Congress that the pros-
ecutor be given “final” author-
ity.

Guidelines drawn up by Sen-
ator Adlai E. Stevenson 3d,
Democrat of Illinois, and in-
cluded in Senate Resolution 109
speak of “final” authority.

In any case, one of the major
candidates for the job, who said|
he had read Mr. Richarson’s|
guidelines, promptly countered|
with a different set of his own.|

The candidate, Justice Wil-|
liam H. Erickson .of the Col-!
orado Supreme Court, would
not say what was in the pro-
posal he forwarded to Mr.
Richardson, now Secretary of
Defense, who has been asked
by President Nixon to take over
as Attorney General.

Justice Erickson, who has
been in Washington meeting
with Mr. Richardson, said in a
telephone interview:

“I have discussed the guide-
lines with the Secretary and
set forth my own thoughts as
to requirements.”

Demanded Independence I
|

His only elaboration was that
he had made clear to Mr.
Richardson that the prosecutor
would have to be “independ-
ent.”

Mr. Erickson is one of two
remaining major candidates for
the job from an original list
of four. Yesterday, Warren M.
Christopher of Los Angeles
turned it down, saying he cou,}d
rot see a ‘‘reasonable prob-
ability”” of achieving “the requi-
site independence.”

The day before, it was re-
fused by Judge Harold R. Tyler
/of the Federal District Court
for the Southern District of
New York, who said he did not
want to give up his seat on the!
Federal bench. i

The fourth remaining candx-;
date is David W. Peck, formeri
Presiding Justice of the New:
York State Appellate D1V1rsmn,i
who is now retired. ;

Mr. Richardson’s guidelines,
taking up the matter of inde-
pendence, said the specxalz
prosecutor would have ‘“the
greatest  degree  of mc}e-
pendence that is consistent with
the Attorney General’s statu-

tory accountability for all mat-

ters falling within the jurisdic-

.

i

‘ition of the Department of Jus-
'tice.”

I This, too, falls short of Sena-
tor Stevenson’s guidelines. Cap-:
itol Hill sources say Mr. Rich-;
ardson has always insisted on|
qualified “independence,” rath-;
er than total. |

Justice Erickson, who is said|
by friends to be willing to take|
on the task if his own guide-
lines are met, said: “The prob-}
lem of having guidelines ade.|
quate for the job is the most
critical problem.”

Asked “Is the possibility of
your becoming special prosecu-
tor still open?” he answered,
“Yes,”

It was also clear that the
search has widened for other
possible candidates for the joh
beyond Justice Erickson, who 1s
49 years old, and Justice Peck,
iwho is 70.
| Mr. Richardson is known to
have had a larger number of
candidates in mind, although he
has concentrated on the four in
the last week.

At the White House, Ronald
L. Ziegler, the Presidential
Press Secretary, said the “in-
dependence” problem “is totally
and completely in the hands of
Mr. Richardson was free to
grant total independence if he
chose,

‘Full Authority’

Mr. Richardson’s guidelinesI
‘would give the special prosecu~t
itor “full authority” for con-|
|ducting proceedings before&
‘grand juries, investigating, re-j
viewing all evidence, deciding
whether to accept or fight the
use of ‘“executive privilege,”
handling all court work, coordi-!
nating the work of the Justice
department in relation to Waterj
gate, and handling relations wi
Congressional committees.

The guidelines state that the
prosecutor also will determine
“whether or not application
should be made to any Federal
court for a grant of immunity
to any witness, consistent with
applicable statutory require-
ments.’

It was unclear whether this
was a reversal of the Presi-
dent’s earlier position that no
one be granted immunity from
prosecution in exchange for his
itestimony. The statutes require,
among other things, that such
grants be approved by the At-
torney General, his deputy or
ia designatted assistant.

Three Democratic Senators!
— Edward M. Kennedy of Mas-'
sachusetts, John V. Tunney of
California and Quentin N. Bur-
dick of North Dakota — praised
Mr. Richardson for agreeing to
release the guidelines for pub-
lic inspection. -

‘Constructive Steps’

In a joint statement they said:

“Our initial view is that the
present draft includes some.
constructive steps from the|
nominee’s prior positions, but!
there are still a number of!
very significant areas whichl
we Dbelieve the special prose-|
cutor would want and need to
have clarified.”

Related developments today
included the following: |

9A State Department spokes-
man was questioned on wheth-
er Secretary William P. Rogers
knew of wiretaps on National
Security Council personnel said
to have been ordered by Henry
A. Kissinger, the national secur-
ity adviser to the President,
in 1969. At the time, Mr. Rich-
ardson was Under Secretary of
State. The spokesman said de-
partment officials were wun-
aware of the wiretaps “and
did not receive the products of
those taps.”

gMr. Richardson’s brother,
Dr- Edward Pierson Richard-
son, a neuropathologist at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital,
said his brother was reluctant
to take on the task of Attorney

General but did so out of a
sense of service to the nation.




