Second Candidate Turns Down
Post of Watergate Prosecutor

Speclal ta The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 16 —
Warren Christopher, one of the
men on the list of Attorney
General-designate  Elliot L.
Richardson for the job of spe-
tial prosecutor in the Water-
rate investigation turned down
:he job today because, he said,
e would not have been granted
imough independence, He was
the second man to do so.

“It didn’t seem to me there
fras any reasonable probability
. could, even after more dis-
tussions, achieve the requisite
ndependence,” Mr. Christopher
leclared. He was interviewed
it Dulles International Adrport
sefore he flew home to Los
Angeles.

Mr. Christopher met with Mr.
tichardson today. The two men
till on Mr. Richardson’s list—
david W. Peck, former presid-

~=0g_Jjustice of the New. York

| itate Appellate division, and

i Villiam H. Erickson, a justice

i n the Colorado Supreme Court
—were to meet with Mr. Rich-
rdson afterward,

A spokesman for Mr. Rich-
vdson said that it would be at

least Friday before he could an-
nounce his choice.

In four days of testimony
before the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Mr. Richardson has
insisted that he would have to
maintain “vltimate responsibil-
ity” for the Watergate investi-
gation. Several committee mem-
bers have challenged that posi-
tion and have argued that the
special prosecutor should have
total control over the Water-

gate investigation and prosecu-
tion.

Yesterday, Judge Harold R,
Tyler Jr. of the United States
District Court for the Southern
District of New York, turned
down the prosecutor job be-
cause he was unwilling to give
up his judgeship. He was Mr.
Richardson’s first choice for
the position. )

Mr. Christopher, a deputy at-
torney general in the Johnson
Administration, is a highly re-
spected lawyer who thas been
praised by several Democrats|
on. the Senate Judiciary Com-|:

mittee.
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