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| Brought From Bank V ault,
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WASHINGTON, May 14—
Chief Judge John J. Sirica of
the United States District
Court here took possession to-
day of papers purportedly re-
ilating to the Watergate case
|despite a request by the White
|House that they be returned.
ipu. 2d graf beginning “The
.papers were”

The papers had been taken
from the White House by John
W. Dean 3d, the ousted Presi-
dential counsel, and placed in
a safe deposit box in a suburb
bank. The White House, argu-‘
ing that they belonged to the
President, had demanded their
return.

Judge Sirica \ordered, how-
ever, that they be turned over
to his clerk and that copies be’
made available both to the pro-
secution in the case and to the
Senate committee investigating
it. He acted after a brief hear-
ing that was attende d byMr.
Dean, who looked pallid and
exhausted.

The contents of the docu-
ments were not disclosed. Mr.
Dean said in his original motion
asking Judge Sirica to take,
custody of them that they had,
some relation to the Watergate|
episode. Later, investigators re-
]po'rted that they had-no beéring|
lat &t on the question of pos-
Isible Presidential involvement’
in the break-in at:Democratic
'headquarters on June 17, 1972..

-Judge Sirica guestioned both
Mr. Dean and one of his law-
yers, Charles N. Shaffer, about
the security classification car-
ried by the documents. Mr.
Dean said they were classified
“top secret handled via com-
mit channels.” Experts in classi-
fication at the State and De-
fense Departments said that no
such classification existed.

The word “commint”~—short
for communications inteljigence
—is sometimes applied to such
documents, and Mr. Dean may
‘hava meant to use it instead of
“commit.” ' ‘

At the White House, mean-

Presidentia] presg secretary,
threw into further confusion the
question of an internal investi-
gation supposedly carried out
by Mr. Dean last summer.

“Time and Newsweek mag-
azines both reported yesterday

while,. Ronald L. Ziegler, the
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{that Mr. Dean had said recently
jthat he had produced no report
for the President and was
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“flabbergasted” at Mr. Nixon’s
comments of last Aug. 29. On
‘that day, Mr. Nixon said that
Mr. Dean’s investigation “indi-,
cates that no one in the White:
House staff” was involved in|
the Watergate break-in.
To Avoid Prejudice

Asked for comment today, -
Mr. Ziegler said he could -not
reply ~because any ansswer
,might prejudice the civil liber-
ties of persons involved in the
investigation. But that did not
stop the flow of quastions.

Finally, Mr. Ziegler said that
he would stand on the Presi-
dent’s speech of April 30. In
that speech, Mr. Nixon made no
refrence to an internal inves-
tigation or to Mr, Dean. He
said only that the “appropriate
Government authorities” —pre-
sumably the Justice Depad-
ment and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation — had given
him “repeated assurances” that
no members of his Adminis-
tration “were in any way in-
volved.”

What about the earlier state-
ment, Mr. Ziegler was asked.

Tha, he said, was “based on
the information available to us
at the time.” Was he disavow-
ing specifically the President’s
reference to an investigation?
He would not comment.

A White House source fa-
miliar with the matter said
subsequently that to a degree
the problem was ‘‘semantical”
— that is, it turns on what
constitutes an investigation and,
what constitutes a report. Nei-:
'ther he nor Mr. Ziegler would!

give any clear-cut assurances
(that there was, in fact, the
‘kind of formal investigation
Mr. Nixon referred to last Au-
gust.

On another Watergate topic,
Mr. Ziegler expressed the
White House's “concern’ about
the possibility that the Senate
committee heairngs, which are
scheduled to begin Thursday,
might interfere with the work
" of the Watergate grand jury.

He stopped short of proposing
that the hearings, headed by
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., Demo-
crat of North Carolina, should
be postponed until the grand
jury had finished its job.

But that appeared to be
the burden of his remarks. He

‘said at one point that ”Verv‘
careful consideration should ba|
glven';to how the committee p{
ceeds” by i tsmembers, lest|
due process ‘be: impaired. He
add_ed that members of t’ne)
White House staff might have!
expressed this view to the
committee, but added that he
was not certain.

On Capitol Hill, the staff of
the Senate committee devoted
most of the day to interviewinc'
E. Howard Hunt Jr., one 0?;’
the seven Watergate con- !
spirators. |
[ At the same time, H. R.t
Haldeman:and John D. Ehrlich-‘
man, who resigned as White
House aides last month, ap-|
peared. before the grand jury.|
Mr. . Ziegler said this morn-|

ing that they were still at the,

; White House, two weeks after|
‘their  resignations,

A “helping:
with the transition.” png?
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John W. Dean 3d, left, and Frank McCandless, lawyer, at
bank in Alexandria, Va,, to remove papers from .safe.
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