MAY 10, 1973

TewPof Krogh’s Letter of Resignation

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 9—
Following is the text of a let-
ter of resignation submitted
this morning to President
Nixon by Egil Krogh Jr., Un-
der Secretary of T ransporta-
tion and former White House
aide who has become impli-
cated in the 1971 burglary of
the office of Dr. Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist:

As I have confirmed in an
affidavit filed with the U.S.
District Court in Los Angeles,
T agreed to a certain mission
by employes of the special
investigating unit which op-
erated under my direction

from the White House in

1971.  As the sworn™ state-
ment makes clear, agreement
to this mission was my re-
sponsibility, a step taken in
excess of instructions, and
without the knowledge or
permission of any superior,

Under the circumstances
which prevailed in the sum-
mer of 1971, and based on
the best information avail-
able to me at the time, I he-
lieved that my decision was
dictated inescapably by the
vital, national security ‘inter-
ests of the United States.

I now see that this judg-
ment may well have been in
error, though prompted by
what was then my highest

sense of right. Its conse-
quences, to my eternal re-
gret, have proved injurious
both to a number of innocent
persons and to that rever-
ence for law on which our
society is founded.

My overriding desire now
is to -accept full responsi-
bility for my acts and deci-
sion and to assist in bring-
ing all the facts and circum-
stances into the open so that
a fair judgment of this ac-
tivity can be rendered.

With public confidence in
our Government already
shaken by the Watergate af-
fair, and with the complete
affirmation of your personal
integrity so imperative at
this time, I cannot remain in
the Administration while my
role in the special investigat-
ing unit is submitted to the
legal scrutiny it must now
properly receive.

It is right that the men
and women of the Depart-
ment of Transportation have
an Under Secretary who en-
joys full public trust and
can devote full time to his
job. It is for these reasons
that I submit my resigna-
tion as Under Secretary of
Transportation.

Th opportunity I have had
to participate in your Admin-
istration during the past four

years has been th greatest
experience of my life. In
particular, it was rewarding
for me as a member of your
staff to have a hand in the
estblishment of your global
prgroam to combat narcotics
and drug abuse nd to work
closely with the people of the
District of Columbia during
this period of great progress
for the city.

My service at the De-
partment of Transportation,
though brief, has also brought
priceless lessons and friend-
ships with many superb pub-
lic servants whom you can
be proud to have on your
team.

I leave the Government
with great reluctance and
sadness at the conclusion of
a chapter that has meant so
much, but also with the sin-
cere hope that my actions in
the coming days will contri-
bute to the inexorable pro-
cess of healing in which our
country is now caught up.

Truth alone can bring the
haling and mak emen free,
and as best I can I am mak-
ing truth my guide. I am
grateful beyond words for
the privilege of serving with
you, and would welcome any
occasion the future might
bring for me to .assist you
personally or to re-enter the
service of the United States.



