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Washington

The Justice Department
accused the Nixon re-
election campaign yester-
day’ of illegally failing to
report a $200,000 cash
contribution from finan-
cier- R6bert L. Vesco.

The three-count criminal
information carries a maxi-
mum penalty of a $3000 fine
against the Finance Com-
mittee to Re-elect the Presi-
dent. No individuals were
named.

The information alleged
that the committee received
a $200,000 contribution April
10, 1972, and failed to report
the money or its donor. This
is the date a representative
of Vesco delivered a brief-
case full of $100 bills, total-
ing. $200,000 to - Maurice
Stand, the campaign finance

chairman. e

Although the money was

delivered three days aftera
new law took effect requir-:

ing disclosure of large cam-
paign donors, the Nixon
committee had argued that
the gift had been pledged
earlier and so didn't legally
have to be reported.

The committee repeated
that argument yesterday
after the Justice Depart-
ment charges were filed in
federal court. ‘“This matter
involved a bona fide action
by the committee taken on
the advice of counsel at the
time, and present counsel
believes it did not constitute
a violation of law,”” the com-
mittee said in a statement.

The Justice Department
information didnt name
Vesco, but the date and
amount of the contribution
coincide with the Vesco gift,
which government auditors
had previuosly listed as an
apparent legal violation to
Justice Department. ‘

~The money is believed to
figure also in a New York
grand jury’s investigation
of Vesco, who is being sued
by“the Securities and  Ex-
change Commission for al-
legedly looting $224 million
from four mutual funds.

The grand jury continued
hearing seecret testimony
during the day, taking strin- .
gent precautlons to shield
witnesses from being seén. -

Courthouse sources refuséd'i-,

to comment on reports that
the jury heard testimony
Wednesday fro ma close rel-
ative of President Nmon-»
his brother, Edward. or Tns
nephew Donald F. Nixon Jr.
The “Nixon campaign, re-
turned the money two
months after the SEC filed
suit'against Vesco.
CHARGES

The first count of yester-
day’s charges said Stans
"failed to report receipt of
the’, money to committee
treasurer Hugh P. SloanJr.,
as required by the fedelal
Election Campaign Act
v which took effect April 7,
1972
A second count accused
th# committee of failing to
keep records of the donation
and the name and occupa-
txon of the contributor.

Thel, tlud count accused
the  comimittee. acting
through Sloan. of failing to
report “the contribution to
the Oftice of Federal Elec-
tion®of the General Ac-
counting Office. . -
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