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Nixon’s Men:
Loyalty Was
Their Test ©

A pernicious myth which once
served to make Watergate seem a
mere caper now threatens to .blow it
upinte a supreme national disister. It
is the myth that Watergate is somehow
representative of what goes“on in
American politics.

In fact, the scandal is as unigye as a
signature. It does not indict the whole
politicaksystem. In the wake of the lat.
est resignations, the President should
have nargreat difficulty rebuilding the
administration once he faces up to his
personal responsibility. :

Wha»@ sets Watergate apart is the ab-
sence’of the usual motives for pelitical
vice. Cash was lying around in profuse

abundance, but no one put a duke in

the tambourine. Sex did not rear its
ugly head. The crime of Watergate was

passionless, almost selfless. %

The motivating element sprang: é‘om
the extraordinary relation of President
Nixon to the chief White House politi-
cal aides. Most Presidents draw their
assistants from a wide reach of past
experience and association. -]

In the Eisenhower administration,
for example, Sherman Adams, ‘who
served as White House chief of ‘staff,
had previously been elected governor
of New Hampshire in his own right.
Larry O’Brien, a chief strategist“and
congressional liaison man in the «Ken-
nedy-administration formerly served a
Massachusetts rival, Foster Furcolo.

- Even in the last embattled days of the.
Johnson administrat;ion, the White
House chief of staff, Marvin Watson,
canie from the office of John Connally,
then ‘governor of Texas, while “the
chief domestic policy man, Joseph' Cal-
ifano, came “from the ‘McNamara -Pen-
tagon. 3 W -

But Mr. Nixon has been a loner in
politics.-Like many people who travel
by themselves, he tends to see ghosts.
So he has surrounded himself with: po-
litical aides whose salient characteris-
tic is fidelity to the boss. In buildi
his staff, Mr. Nixon has been a 1
freak. : i

H. E. (Bob) Haldeman rose té be
White House chief of staff by political
service for one man only — Ri
Nixon. John Ehrlichman followed
route:to the post of chief adv
domestic politics. John Mitchell’ as.

cehdg@j’ to the office of a ey gen-
eraI»aleng;th‘g,same path.. <
Haldeman # «from'the’ beginning,

seeded the White House staff with
men of equally fervent devotion and

experience of Herb Klein: He 'tried,
when it looked as though there would -
be no Vietnam -cease-fire agreement
last fall, to “get” Henry Kissinger. -

The atmosphere of super-loyalty in-
evitably affected those few outsiders
who managed to penetrate the inner
circle. Charles Colson, for example,
had served on the staff of Se%gf;pr Lev-.
erett Saltonstall of Massachusetts, But
I well remember once when we
lunched, that he was chewed out by a

Haldﬁﬁ%@%&iag ; for,+in “effechimon-
sorting “with” the enemy. And ifiitthe
1972 campaign he felt obliged to adver-
tise his loyalty -in the famous ‘memo
about being prepared to “walk over”
his grandmother “if necessary.” ¢
* Given that atmosphere, théie was
nothing the President’s men would mot
do to promote Mr. Nixon’s intérests.
Their loyalties to the man blinded
them to the interest of the presidency
and the nation. There lies the logic of
the bugging, the sabotage campaign
and the cover-up. gat
The resignation of Messrs. Halde-
man, Ehrlichman and Dean means‘that

_the President has only to remové the

i

¢ change'the high command at the Jus

-reftiof fheidependents to clean up
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#he White House. Thereafter he;1jist

5 tice Department, which turned such-a
“~complaisant eye to the obstruction of

justice. The resignation of Attorney
General Richard Kleindienst is obvi
ously a first step in that direction.

Most of these losses can be mage up

% easily. The progressive eastern wf?‘g,of

~'th’e Republican party, which . Wwas
fenced from power by Mitchell, Halde-
man and Ehrlichman, teems with ‘hon-
orable and competent men who could
gServe Mr. Nixon with distinction. Elliot
Richardson, who now becomes attor-
“‘ney general in charge of following up
the Watergate investigation, is gnly
m%re -example. In addition, ‘di%affé“gted

Democrats, headed up by John Con~
nally, offer an abundance of talented
men who can soften partisan bri@ipigm
from the Congress. =i
But before rebuilding the adminis-
tration can do any good, a critical
change must be affected in Mr. Nixon’s
outlook. His men scrupled at nothing
in part because he himself showed
such hostility to other institutions of
free government. So if he now wants
to rule effectively, if he wants to be’
more than a lame duck, he must him-
self begin to develop towards the Con-
gress, the judicial system, and the me-
dia the respect which is the secret of
civilized policital life. p
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