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Senate Committee to Call 2 Nixon Aldes

By Peter Osnos
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Senate select commit-

tee investigating the Water-
gate bugging conspiracy will
call former presidential as-
sistants H.R. Haldeman and
John D. Ehrlichman when it
begins public hearings - in
mid-May, committee sources
said yesterday.

Sam Dash, the commit-
tees chief counsel, declined
to comment yesterday on
who will be appearing at the
hearings, but said that “all
relevant witnesses” would
be called. He said the com-
mittee staff is moving “full
speed ahead and 24 hours a
day” towards a starting date
for the hearings of about
May 15.

In a telephone interview,
Dash confirmed that Halde-
man and Ehrlichman will be
meeting with him later this
week. He contradicted, how-
ever, statements in the res-
ignation letters of both men
as released yesterday by the
White House that the meet-
ings were at their request. ’

“We made the contacts,”
Dash said. He said that in
the middle of last week the
committee approached Leo-
nard Garment, then serving
as special consultant to the
President, about speaking to
Haldeman and Ehrlichman
and were referred to John J.
Wilson, the personal attor-
ney retained by the White
House aides..

Besides the session with
Dash, Haldeman and Ehrl-
ichman said in their resigna-
tion latters that they would
be meeting with federal
prosecutors. They said that
those meetings, too, were at
their initiative. Sources
close to the prosecution said
the two White House aides
had “made themselves avail-
able” through Wilson.

The prosecutors, Assistant

U.S. Attorney Earl J. Sil-
bert, Seymour Glanzer and
Donald Campbell, have met
privately with a number of
former White House aides
and Nixon campaign offi-
cials in recent weeks and
several have subsequently
been called before the grand
jury investigating the Water-
gate bugging and the al-
leged cover-up that followed.

Among those who have
talked to the prosecutors is
John W. Dean III, who was
fired yesterday as counsel to
the President. It is he who
reportedly has most directly
implicated Haldeman and
Ehrlichman in the Water-
gate affair.

The federal grand jury in-
vestigation into the Water-
gate is making substantial
headway, according to Jus-
tice Department sources,
but the prosecutors are said
to be building their cases
“methodically” and do not
expect indictments to be re-
turned before the start of
the Senate hearings.

The two outgoing official
investigations, the Senate’s
and the grand jury’s, are not
linked in any way, but Sen.
San Ervin (D-N.C), chair-
man of the committee, said
on April 19 that the hear-
ings might have to be post-
poned if several key wit-
nesses were indicted.

The possibility of any
postponement is now consid-
ered very remote and com-
mittee sources said that the
senators are very anxious to
get the hearings under way.

Two members of the Sen-
ate committee, Howard

Baker (R-Tenn.) and Lowell /

Weicker (R-Conn.) said in
telephone interviews yester-
day that the resignations at
the White House and Justice
Department would not alter

" ecutors

the present course of their
investigation.

The committee’s mandate
goes beyond the bugging of
the Watergate headquarters
of the Democratic National
Committee and the alleged
cover-up of the incident and
includes all aspects of the
political espionage and sabo-
tage reportedly undertaken
on President Nixon's behalf
during last year’s campaign.

“It's obviously an impor-
tant chapter in the unfold-
ing Watergate story,”
Weicker said .of yesterday’s
resignations, “but’ the full
story remains to be told.”

Sen. Baker said the com-

mittee will next meet Wed-
nesday morning, which will
be its first session since
April 16, the day before
Premdent Nixon disclosed
he had found “major devel-
opments” in the case.
. After the President’s an-
nouncement, there was spec-
ulation that indictments
‘might follow quickly. Jus-
tice Department sources
said, however, that the pros-
are  proceeding
slowly through the thicket
of charges and counter-
charges made by the Presi-
dent’s associates.

The prosecutors, sources
said, are working on the
“investigative assumption”

that those brought before.

the grand jury so far have
been involved in illegal ac-
tivities, but it is now neces-
sary to amass sufficient evi-
dence to support that as-
sumption in court. Among
those who have testified are
former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell, who
headed up the Nixon re-elec-
tion committee at the time
of the Watergate bugging,
and Herbert W. Kalmbach,
President Nixon’s personal
lawyer.

Convicted Watergate coﬁ-'
spirator G. Gordon Liddy
has refused to testify even
though he has been sen-
tenced to an additional Jall
term as a result.

Liddy has been described

in court as the “arch-con- .'
spirator and boss” of the *
seven men already con-’

victed in connection with
the Watergate bugging and :
his testimony is considered ::
essential in estabhshmg
links between the crime and ',’
higher officials. 45
The grand jury is continu- -
ing its deliberations this ;"

week. 15
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Sen. Percy Cztes}
‘Intimidation’
By Ehrlichman :

John D. Ehrlichman and-
other top White House aides |
used threats, pressure and
intimidation in an attempt
to change his votes on key '
issues before the Senate,
Sen. Charles Percy (R-IIL)
said yesterday.

Percy said Ehrlichman
warned him that he would
pay a price for voting.
against the antiballistic mis- -
sile system that was sought
by the administration in
1969.

“I'was told by John Ehrl-
ichman that this (vote)
would cost me the National
Home Ownership Founda-
tion, which I had worked so
many yearS to establish,”
Percy said.

The foundation, author-
ized by the Housing Act of
1968, was designed to over-
see the operations of new
federal housing subsidy pro-
grams for low- and moder-
ate-income families.



