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Premdent Nl'con ac-
cepted the resignations
yesterday of his ¢hief
White - House advisers,
H. R. Haldeman and John
D. Ehrlichman, and of
Attorney General Rich-
ard G. Kleindienst.

He also announced-that
hg had fired his counsel,
John W. Dean III,  who
thus became a casualty of
the very scandal the Pres-
ident. had charged him to
investigate.

The dramatic news of the
dismantling of the White
House command staff that
served Mr. Nixon through
his first four years in the
presidency was the ‘most
devastating impact that the
Watergate scandal has yet
made on'the administration.

REPLACE

.The President. immediate-
ly set into motion a major
reshuffling of top adminis-
tration personnel to replace
the Watergate casualties.

Defense Secretary Elliot
L. Richardson was appoint-
ed to replace Kleindienst
and to take over responsibil-
ity for ‘‘uncovering the
whole truth” about the Wat-
ergate scandal.

As temporary successor to
Dean, the President”chose
his special consultant, Leon-
ard Garment. Mr. 'Nixon
sald Garment  “‘will repre-
sent the Wihite' House in all
matters 1e1at1nff to the Wat-

report d1rect1y to me.’

The immediate reaction to
the White House amnounce-
ment was a mixture of re-
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lief, espec1ally among con-
gressional Repubhcans, at
the prospect of mternal hou-
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se cleanmb But. there was
also ‘some dlsmay Jatysthe
Presm‘ent’s failure . ;to ap-
point & special prosecutor
for the Watergate inquiry.

PRAISE

Mz. Nixon uged ‘Warm
words -of praise for Klein-
dienst, Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman in announcmg their
departures. -}

He said Kleindienst’s decl—
sion to leave because of
close ties to individuals im-
licated in the Watergate in-
uiry was ‘““in accordance
vith the highest standards
{ public service and legal
thics.”” The individuals to
vhom . Kleindienst alluded
presumably included former
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell, who was in charge
of  Mr.. Nixon’s.| re-
election campaign it the
time of the Watergate bug-
ging incident.-

LThe President spoke of
Haldeman and Ehrhchman
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and most trusted assistants
in the White House:” |
Mr. Nixon stressed that
‘neither the submission nor
the acceptance of their res-
ignations at this time should
be seen by anyone as evi-
dence of any wrongdomg by
either one. Such an assump-
tion ‘would be both unfair
1d unfounded.” |
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FIRING |

By -contrast the flrmg of
Dean was revealed in one
ccolly phrased sentepce :
“Finally, I have today re- -
quested and accepted the
resignationyof John W. Dean
IIT from his position om the
White: House staff as coun-
sel.”

Dean ~ served notlce on
April 19 that he would not
become a ‘‘scapegoat’ for

the -Watergate scandal

Word was also passed hy as-
sociates of Dean that he was
ready to implieate Ehrlich-
man and Haldeman 111 the
case.

Besides the reslgnatmns

announced ‘Yesterday | at

least five other high admin-
[stration or campaign offi-

cigls have quit in the wake

bf revelations abouf the: Wat—

ergate: Mitehell; pre51den-

" tia appolntments sec1etary

Dwight Chapin,

spe<31al
oynsel

to tle Pre31dent

“two of my closet trlends '

Charles w. Colson, deputy
campaign’ director” Jeb
Stuart Magmdel and acting

FBI director 1[I,. Pa‘ruck
Gray IIT.
- IMMOBILITY

The massive shakeup’ of

the White House command
and the ensuing personnel
shuffling threw the adminis-
tration into a state of disar-
ray, if nottemporary immo-
bility.

It threatens the federal
government’s largest single
enterprise, the Pentagbn
with a leadership void with
Richardson’s new assign-
ment. In the White House,
Haldeman and Elnhchman
had been regarded as indis-
pensable to the President.
Haldeman, particularly, was
the ultlmate traffic control-
ler and organizer of the flow
of presidential business.

In the Justice Department
the departure of Kleindienst -
came fresh upon the heels of
the political melodrama of
the decline and fall of acting
FBI director Gray, an epi-
sode that had already seri-

-ously’ demoralized both the

bureau and the Justice De-
partment.

AU TIIETE Wad uv couvw' =
‘ance that yesterday’s events
would bring a halt to the
Watergate revelations.
Ahead are the prospects of
indictments, - criminal trials,
heavily-publicized Senate
hearings and the question of
presidential -~ involvement,
Watergate’s political liabili-
ties are still incalculable
with the polls registering the
most precipitous drop of the
President’s popularity in his
entire tenure of office. .

When news “of the White
House shakeup reached the
Senate Foreign Relations

“Committee yesterday, dur-
ing an appearance by Secre-
tary of State William P.

Rogers, Senator Jacob K.
Javits (Rep-N.Y.) said he
was ‘‘very deeply dis-

turbed” by reports that ““the
Watergate scandal has im-
mobilized the government
processes of the United
States.” .

Rogers replied that from
the standpoint of foreign af-
fairs, ‘‘nothing ‘has hap-
pened that has bogged down
or: anything of the kind. I
can’- assure you and the
American people that the
government is functioning
effectively in the foreign af-
fairs area.”’

But Rogers for -many
vears:a political mtlmate of
the “President, said he md

discussed with Mr. Nixon
the needifor“corrective ac-
tion” in the political system
— particularly “campatgn
contributions and appoint-
ments ... I talked to the
President about it and he
agrees. It is an evil that ef-
fects any particular admin-
istration; itds a fact of life.”

CHANGES

In yesterday’s statement,
the President said Richard-
son’s charter as new attor-
ney general will includerec-
ommendmg changes in the
law “to prevent future cam-
paign abuses of the sort ret
cently uncovered.” The
abuses to which he referred
were secret election funds
for the 1972 campaign
amounting by some esti-
mates to more than $2 mil-
lion. A secret election fund
was also the central issue in
Mr. Nixon’s 1952 “Check-
ers” speech.

‘At that time, Mr. N1X0n
went on national TV 1o de-
fend himself, saving his spot
as. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
running mate. Checkers,
Mr, Nixon’s dog, was men-
tioned in the speech.

Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man in their letters of ‘res-
ignation, both pledged to
cooperate fully with the
Justice Department investi-
gation and will meet ;this
week with U.S. atlorneys
and with the Senate select
committee investigating the
Watergate affair.

“I fully agree with the
importance of a complete in-
vestigation by the appropri—
ate authorities . . .” Halde-
man wrote, “but am deeply *
concerned that, in the pro-
cess, it has become virtually
impossible under these cir-
cumstances for me to carry
on my regular responsibili-
ties in the White House.”

Ehrlichman wrote:

“I have confidence in the
ultimate prevalence of
truth; I intend to do whatI
can to speed truth’s discov-
ery.”
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