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GRAY QUITS THE F.B.I., RUCKELSHAUS NAMED; -
A JUSTICE DEPT. MEMO SAYS LIDDY AND HUNT RAIDED OFFICE O

ELLSBERG'S PSYCHIATRIST o s

Chief Resigns After
Citing Reports He
Destroyed Files

NYTiges——
By WALTER RUGABER

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 27—
L. Patrick Gray 3d resigned to-
day- in the intensifying Water-
gate crisis and was immediately
replaced as Acting Director of

tion by William D. Ruckelshaus.

President Nixon’s selection of
Mr. Ruckelshaus, who is Ad-

The text of Gray statement
¢ is printed on Page 14.

mental Protection Agency, was

by the White House press- sec-
retary Ronald L. Ziegler.

Mr. Ruckelshaus said that he
had asked for and received
from the President assurances
that “no matter who is involved
{[in the Watergate affair] there
would be no sparing of any-
one.” .

The new F.B.I chief, appear-
ing somewhat pale and glum,
also .told reporters that he did
not expect to serve for more
than two months or so. The
post -should go permanently to
someone with a law-enforce-
ment background, he added.

ASUDDEN DECISION

A edpmy 28 1973

the Federal Bureau of Investiga--

ministrator of the Environ-

announced late this afternoon -

| Gray Issues Statement

lowed the disclosure that “he
Ihad destroyed documents ob-
Itained from a key conspirator
1iin the Watergate scandal after

. receiving them at a meeting

~with two ranking White House
;officials.

“Serious allegations concern-
ing certain acts of my .own
during the ongoing Watergate
|investigation are now a matter.
’of public record,” the outgoing
{F.B.I. chief said in a statement
issued at mid-day. “As a conse-
|quence, I have today tendered
my resignation as Acting Direc-
tor of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, effective imme-
diately.” )

He said that he was leaving
“as a consequence” of -reports
that he had destroyed, without
ireading, two files taken from"
‘E. Howard Hunt Jr., a former-
White House consultant who.
has pleaded guilty to plotting”
to spy on the Democrats.

. Unexplained Resignation

The Hunt files, according to
Mr. Gray’s statements to asso-.
ciates, were given to him dur:,
ing a meeting June 28 with
John D. Ehrlichman, assistant
to the President for domestic
affairs, and John W. Dean 3d,
counsel to the President.

Mr. Gray has said that he
cannot swear that he was
ordered to destroy the papets.
But he was indicated to friends
that -when Mr. Dean handed
them- to him he suggested they

| ““should never see the light of

Continued on Page 14, Column 6
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- Continued From Page 1, Col. 8

-Mr. ‘Gray’s' resignation fol-

.said to be under suspicion in

i plicated Mr. Dean and former
! Mitchell in the affair, quit as an
‘ Assistant Secretary of Com-
| merce. '

‘mediate departure from the
(FB.I “is required to preserve

‘utation, the integrity and the
effectiveness” of the agency he

‘F.B.I. “has been in no way in-

| -about the destruction of docu-

day.”

The swift development at the
F.B.I. overtook the abrupt and
unexplained resignation late
last night of Jeb Stuart Mac-
iruder, an Administration figure

the bugging case.

Mr. :Magruder, a former
deputy director of the Presi-
dent’s campaign organization
who is understood to have im-

Attorney General John N.

Mr, Gray said that his im-
in both image and fact the rep-

has led since the death of

J. Edgar Hoover last May 2.
Mr. Gray took pains in his

statement to declare that the

volvd in any of those personal
acts or judgments that may|
now be called into question.”|.
‘He added:
~ “The F.B.I deserves the full|
trust of the American people:
That is bedrock and must al-
ways remain so, . :

“I depart from the F.B.I. with|
‘a clear conscience, the knowl-|
‘edge that I have done my duty
jas best I have been able to see
that duty. ...”

One of Mr. Gray’s supporters,
Senator Lowell P. Weicker Jr.
of Connecticut, said earlier to-
|day that e was ‘“convinced
.Gray was abused . . . by those
whom he had every reason to
trust.”

Te Republican legislator, a
‘member of the Senate panel in-
vestigating the Watergate af-
fair, asked why Mr. Dean had
given the files to Mr.-Gray and
why Mr. Ehrlichman had “al-
lowed -this transaction to take
place when by any criteria he
knew it was wrong.”
© Mr. Weicker, who said that
he had talked with Mr. Gray

ments and who confirmed to-
day’s "accounts of the activity,|
said that Mr. Gray had used|
bad judgment.

Leaves His Office

Mr. Gray was understood to
have left his office on the fifth
floor of the Justice Department
|biulding shortly after his state-
ment of resignation had been
read.

The former naval commander,
a Nixon loyalist who has served
as a lawyer in the Department
of Health, Education and Wel-
fare and in the Justice Depart-
ment, had already been hobbled
politically by criticism of his

handling of the Watergate case.

His nomination as permanent
Director of the F.B.I, a post he
badly wanted, was withdrawn
by President Nixon after it en-
countered difficulties in the
Senate.

During committee hearings
last month, Mr. Gray said that
he had sent.reports on the
F.B.I's Watergate investigation
to Mr. Dean and had allowed
the President’s lawyer to sit in
.on interviews with White House
i officials. :

The news of Mr. Gray’s de-
;parture reached Air Force One




the withdrawal of Mr. Gray’s
nomination, .

The Environmental Protection
Agency will be directed in the
absence' of Mr. Ruckelshaus by
an acting administrator not yet
selected, it was announced.
The new law enforcement.
chief said that Mr. Nixon had
“made it clear to me he wants
me to operate the F.BI, in as
vigorous and honest a way as
I possible could.” He promised
to be “vigorous and fair” during
his tenure.

While noted for his independ-
ence as director of the environ-
mental agency, Mr. Ruckelshaus
has also been politically active -
as a campaigner and was asso-
ciated with some of the men
implicated in the Watergate af-

fair. ]
Asked whether he felt this

L. Patrick Gray 3d would impair his ability to .

pursue the investigation, he
said that he did not and added

as the President returned from that he had “no personal knowl-
a one-day trip to Meridian, edge” that anyone in the White
Miss., and Mr. Ziegler aid that|House had tried to cover up the
the resignation had been accep-|conspiracy.

Mr. Magruder resigned his
Commerce Department post,

The press ecretary would not|=o- -

) which he had taken after serv

say whether the Acting F.B.L ing as director of the Presiden-
Director’s resignation had been tial inaugural committee, some-

sought by the President, but|Y Lo
he reported that Mr. Nixon held |time Within the last v.veek.
“a long discussion” with At- Drops Out of Sight

torney  General Richard G. The step was confirmed last

Kleindienst last night, night by his lawyer, James J.

Reports on the destruction of Bierbower. It was the first res-

the Hunt files were already |; 255 current round of
circulating at the time, and Mr. ;ﬁgg‘gt?;agoghe butr Mr. Bier-
Ziegler said that the President|, o0cS 01 o say that Mr.
had asked Mr. Kleindienst to Magruder had left because of
tal‘(‘e them up with Mr. Gray. the Watergate affair.

This ISt all I an say, the The 38_year_01d former spe-
press ecretary said. cial assistant to the President

Ruckelshaus Summoned  |has dropped out of sight since
he met with members of the

Immediately upon his return|he ;
to Washington, the President|United States Attorney’s staff

summoned Mr. Ruckelshaus for|who.are directing a grand jury
a_ 45-minute meeting. Th en-|investigation here.
vironmental administration offi-| Mr. Magruder is said to have
cial then appeared with Mr.|told the prosecutors that he
Ziegler at 5:12 P.M. was present at a meeting in

The press ecretary said that|February, 1972, in which for-
an extensive. search would be|mer Attorney General Mitchell,
made for a permanent F.B.I|Mr. Dean and G. Gordon Liddy,
Director, a search that has pre-|a convicted conspirator, talked
sumably been undr way since|over the bugging.

Text of Gray’s Statement

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 27—Following is the text of
a statement by L. Patrick Gray 3d announcing his resig-
nation today as Acting Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation:

Serious allegations concerning certain acts of my own
during the ongoing Watergate investigation are now a
matter of public record. As a consequence, I have today
tendered my resignation as Acting Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, effective immediately.

This action is required to preserve in both image and
fact the reputation, the integrity and the effectiveness of
the F.B.L.

This superb investigative agency has been in no way
involved in any of those personal acts or judgments that
may now be called into question—and my own continued
presence at the helm must not be permitted to credte even
the hint or implication of involvement, false though it is.

The F.B.I. deserves the full trust of the American
people: That is bedrock and must always remain so.

I depart from the F.B.I. with a clear conscience, the
knowledge that I have done my duty as best I have been
able to, see that duty and with an admiration and respect
for the men and women of the F.B.I that only one
who has led them and served with them can ever fully
understand.




