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Gray Destroyed Hunt's Kennedy File
After Parleg with Ehrlichman, Dean

RAY gfrom A1

1 ‘security reasons to’
ss the docunients,” the
associate said,

According
during the Watergate trial,
oniJune 19, 1972, two days
after the Watergate arrests,
Dean instructed Whlte
House staff secretary Bruce

Kehrh to enter Hunt’s for-

mer office in the Executive

Office Building and to re-

trieve whatever documents
were there, .

Lacking combmanon
to a safe lunt’s office,
K

"the General

g ap-
pea&;ed to be'‘classified” ma-
ter Is, were taken to Kehr-

wofflce and Jkept there
fo the night,” according to
Ke rhs testnnony :

t June 20,
acgording to “Kehrh Other-

tes t1mony in the trial show- -
edithat Dean did not turn
0 the contents of the

s e to the FBI until® June
26 or 217. Besides an atfache
case containing electronic
é‘f;mpment useful in bug-
ging, the FBI was given two
artons of materials, includ-
ing some class1f1ed ma-
1irﬁlials But the: two file
ers were not turned
over to the FBI at the time.
“An associate .of Gray
said last night that - “Mr.
G,ray is anxious to:go to the
grand jury. He is just sick
about all this and thought
Mr. Dean and . Ehrlich-
m@p were hig s,uperlors and
that he had to follow orders
and ‘could, not beheve any-
in  the " White House
act dlshd’hestly &
Gray, who turned over 82
of»t*he FBI’s~ i

“to"Dean at
Deans request last year,

an earliery,
 those files\, 2 AFPR
to testimony, ——

he! ‘N a. large” envelope.

27 April 1973

tearnea for the first time
Tuesday that Petersen and
Attorney\ General ﬂlqhard
G. Kleindienst had I
Dean reque

Ehrlichman’s statement
was released through deputy
White House press secretary
Gerald Warren,: but Warren
told a reporter that “it’s a
John Ehrlichman statement,

- not a White House state-

ment.” »
F-ollowing is the full state-
ool -

Mr Gray recewed some
of -the’ eontents of the Hunt -

safe at- my office from Mr.

Dean in J.me 1972, Mr. Dean
ha

Mr.
Gray was 1d by Mr. Dean
that the contents were sen-
sitive materihls “not in any

- way rel ted to the Water-

‘gate c% L wis - present but
neither” then, ‘nor at .any
v' other time, did I vglve Mr.
Gray any request, sugges-
tion or instruction regard--
ing what should be done
with the contents. I do"not
know the nature of the con—
tents.

“Up until Aprll 15, I as-
sumed the FBI du‘ector stlll
had the contents. I learned
_certain new facts coneern-
m the dlsposmon ofw the
contents. of the Hunt»x-sate
on Agml 15 1973. 1 prompt—
1y .reported my findings to
the” President the same-day
and they were relayed. to
Mr. (Henry E.) Peterser;he
* assistant attorney general.’
The matte;‘ has been urder
mvestlgatmn by huﬁ’ since
then.”

Gray, a retired Navy cap- !

tain who practiced law for !
about eight years before ;




joining t}# Nixon campaign

effort in 1968, was appbitited |

acting FBI director May+3,
1972, the day after J. Edgar
Hoover was found dead in
* his bedroom. :
Prior to being appointed
acling director, Gray Hhad
served in a variety of ad-
ministrative possitions, in-
cluding ~ assistant attorney
general in charge of the
Justice Department’s ¢ivil
division. e '
‘Although Gray had ad no
prior experience in law en-
forcement hefore taking over
at the FBI, he was  given
early credit for easing some
of the inflexible atmosphere
that Hoover had "impoSed
during his long tenure.. In
February, 1973, President
Nixon nominated Gray to'be

Hoover’s permanent sudces-

sor. L
By that time; a cloud ﬁ'ad
begun to form over the man-
ner in which Gray had di-
rected the FBI’s investiga-
tion into the Watergate
affair. In addition, Gray
came under heavy criticism

f6r speeches he gave during

the 1972 campaign that ap-
peared to support Mr. Nix-
on’s candidacy—thus involv-
tids.

"At one point in his con-
firmation hearings, Gray
testified that Dean ‘*‘prob-
ably” lied to FBI agents on
June 22, 1972 when he caid
he would “have to check”

whether Hunt had ‘an office:

in the White House...Gray’s

ing the FBI in partisan poli-

i

hope of being “eonfirmed to |

replace Hoover was by then
all but extinguished. f
All but abandoned by the
White House despite Presi-
dent Nixon’s public reaffir-
mations of support, Gray

was almost certain to be :

rejected by the Senate.: Ju-
diciary Committee as well
ag'the full Senate if the vote
came. up, : 5
On. April 5, Gray asked
President Nixon to with-
draw the nomination from
consideration .7

Hunt, a former CIA agent,
was hired as a White:House
consultant in
Charles W. Colsor, thanispe-
cial counsel to President
Nixon, and Ehrlichman.
President’s prinaipal d !
for domestic affairs, %

Within a week of his -
ing, The Washington Post
has reported, Hunt traveled
to Rhode Island and at-
tempted to obtain -damaging
information on the personal
life of Sen. Edward M, Ken-

s

- nedy, especially regarding

his accident at Chappaquid-
dick. - o

Accordingiito: the, White

Hgltise, Hunt worked
consultant on a projectiamn.-
der: the joint supervisiony of
Ehrlichman and Colso P —
examining the Pen Eon
Papers to see if the ‘were
authentic and attemptihg to
determine how they, were
obtained by the New “York
Times and other newspapers,

One section of the Pen-
tagon Papers deals with ihe
coup in which South Viet-
‘namese President Diem was
assassinated. According® to
the Pentagon Papi the
United States knew of the

impending coup and shared
responsibility for the attempt;
to;remove Diem from power.

However} “‘the Pentagon
Papers state that President

Kennedy was deeply shaken _

by Diem’s assassination, and
most accounts say that the
American President had
thought Diem was to he
given safe conduet out of,
Vietnam upon his overthrow.

The documents destroyed
by acting FBI director Gray
apparently were intended
to'portray Kennedy as hav-
ing. encouraged' the assas-
sination of the«South Viet-
namese president.

HENRY PETERSEN
. . . questioned Gray

E. HOWARD HUNT
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