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Gray Says He Destroyed Files From Hunt
Given Him As He Met

SESSION AFFIRMED
I apn 27 1973
FBI Head Asserts
He. Didn't Examine
Data From Safe
NYTimes

By WALTER RUGABER
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 26 —
L. Patrick Gray 3d, acting di-

of Investigation, has told "
friends that he destroyed docu- ‘
ments taken from a central
figure in the Watergate casen
after it was suggested at a‘
White House meeting that the -
papers “should never see the
light of day.”

Mr. Gray, who has been noti-
fied that he can expect to ap-:
pear before a Federal grand
jury, has said that he placed int
his#F.BI “burn bag’ files
handed to him at a_session oni
Jufie 28 with John D. Ehrlich-
man, assistant to the President:
for:. domestlc affairs, and John
W. Dean 3d, counsel to ‘'the

. President. }

Mr. Ehrhchman confirmed
this!'evening that’ the meeting
had taken place and that docu-
ments had been''given to Mr.
Gray by Mr. Deaw. But he in-
sistéd that he did not know'
the contents of. the papers and:
had*not ordered them de-
stroyed And when he learned

“new, facts” about the docu-
ments on April 15, he said, he
reported them to President
iNixon the same day.

i Conversation Reported

The files were said to have
been obtained from E. Howard
Hunt~Jr., a former consultant
to the Whlte House who was
‘subsequently indicted for and
ipleaded guilty to conspiracy to
spy on hte Democratic opposi-
tion during last year’s cam-
paign. 1At the time the docu-
ments Were haded over and' de-
stroyéd}. Hunt' was under in-
tensive F.B.I investigation. !

Five men had been arres'ted
in the~Watergate complex 11
days before the White House
meeting, < Their arrests led; to
the later 1mphcatlon of Hunt.

Mr.: ~Gray .recently learned,
accordmg to~ associates, ,that
just before”te arrived at} ‘the |
White House, Mr. Ehrlichman

asked Mr. Dean.why it was
necessary for the acting I{:BI
director to handle the papers.

Mr. - Ehrlichman was urder-

stood ‘to have asked Mr. Dean:
“You drive oyer the bridge

every nlght why don’t | you
|throw them Over?” |

The . President’s 34-year-old
|counsel resides in Alexandria,
Va., a_city across the Potomac
Rlver ‘from - ‘his White House
office: "

that neither Mr. Dean nor Mr.
Ehrlichman informed him of

- | jwhat was in the Hunt files and
rector of the Federal Bureau

that he destroyed‘them without
examining their contents.

Fabrlcated Cables Clalmed

The acting F.B.L dlrector,
whose nomination to serve
permanently was ‘withdrawn by
President Nixon “after it ran
into stiff resistance in the Sen-
ate last month, is said to have
received a description of the
contents only within the last
few days.

Henry E. Petersen, the Assist-

|ant Attorney General now in

charge of the Watergate invest-
igation, is reported to have told
Mr. Gray that Mr. Dean now
contends that the: Hunt files

{held-fake diplomatic cables.

Accordmg to the White House
counsel’s recent statementq as
relayed to Mr. Gray, by Mr.
Petersen, Hunt had “fabricated
State-Department cables -relat-

ing to: Premdent Kennedy sicom-
a et (A A
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plicity in Diem’s assassination.” ||

The “complicity” of the Ken-!:
in" the|
overthrgw of ‘the Diem reg1me"

nedy Administration

is established .'by the "gecret
study of the Vietnam war, now
known as the Pentagon papers.

Mr: Gray, under close .ques~ '
|tioning by friends, has in8isted

. it was alleged that an agent
! of the Secret Service had been

However, theré has -never been
any evidénce of United States'
complicity in the murder of!
President Diem after his seizure
by a cabal of insurgent gen-
erals.

That description of the docu-
ments could not be confirmed
independently. Ngo Dinh Diem,
the South Vietnamese Presi
dent, was assassinated in a
coup d’etat in November, 1963.

As one of his White House
duties, Hunt is known to have
been compiling a dossier on,
Senator Edward M. Kennedy,
the Massachusetts Democrat.
who is the late Pre51dent‘
younger brother.

Senator Kennedy was for a
time a possible opponent for
President Nixon in last year’s

|seven days after the Hunt safe
‘|had been opened, that the con-

Ehrlichman and Dean

election. Hunt’s: file is behevea
to have.dealt principally with
the automobilé"."accident ‘on
Chappaquidick Island in 1969
in- which a young secretary
riding w1th the Senator “was
killed.

"There have been reports that
a number of sensitive papers
were in Hunt’s possession’ at
the time of - the Watergate
break-m including an “explo-
sive”  memorandum dealing
with the investigation .of the
International Telephone and
Telegraph Corporation.

Hunt, wearing an ill-fit- .
t1ng red wig, is believed to have
interviewed Mrs. Dita Beard,
an ILT. & T. lobbyist who
tied a $400,000 contributior to
the Republicans with settlement
a ‘major antitrust suit against
LT &T.

The whereabouts of still oth
documents reported to have bee
in Hunt’s possession, including
two address books and classi-
fied materials, has never been
definitely established.

Hunt, while not among the
five conspirators arrested in the
Watergate on June 17, had
been 1n51de and was nearby
when the police arrived.

On Monday, June 19, Mr. Dea
instructed a staff secretary to
the President, Bruce Kehrli, to
go to Hunt’s office in the old
Executive Office Building adjac
to the White House and col-
lect anything there.

According to court papers file™
by, Government prosecutors, Mr.

Kehrli searched the
room in the
late afternoon arly ‘evening .
June 19 and found nothing but
unused office supplies* and a
locked safe.

Employes of the General
Services Admlnistrauon were
summoned to opén the safe, ac-
cording to the papers, and while

present, no representatives of
the F.B.I. were on hand. -

- Fred Fielding, Mr. Dean’s
principal  assistant, arrived|
after the safe had been opened,
according to the court records,
helped put the safe’s contents
in cartons, and took the boxes
to Mr. Kehrli’s office in the
West Wing of the White House
for safekeeping overnight.

On Tuesday, June 20, the car-
tons were taken to Mr. Dean
and he searched through them

“to determine whether there
was any classified material
therein.”” There wa, the prose-
cutions pleading reported

« He [Mr. Dean] placed
the classified materjal and the
attaché cae in file -cabinets
where'.they would be' safer,”
the Government narrative con-
tinued. “All the material seized
. . . was subsequently turned
over to the Fed-eral Bureau of
Investigation.”

It »was not until June 26

tents came into the investiga-
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tors’ hands. A certain amount
of it was never introduced as

|conspiracy trial.

Mr. Gray has told fnends
that two days later, on June 28,
‘he went to the White House for
a meeting with Mr. Ehrlichman
on leaks to newspapers about
investigative information on the
Watergate plot.

Whett the acting F.B.I. direc-
tor arrived in the office of the

Mr. Dean there—a development
that is said to have “surprlsed”
Mr. Gray.

“Pat,” Mr. Ehrlichman is re-
called to have remarked, “John
[Dean] hag some papers he
wants to turn over to you.” At
that point, Mr. Dean gave Mr..
Gray two file folders, each
-about an eighth of an inch thick.

Mr. Gray’s account to frlends‘
continued as follows: |

Mr. Dean then made a num—l
ber of general statements about|
the files—that they did not deal
with the bugging, that they
would “serve to obfuscate” the!
investigation, but -that they|

| were “political . dynamxte ”

Mr. Gray. has saui mthat he
cannot testify that @ither Mr.|
!Dean or Mr. Ehrlichman® “or-|:
ldered” him to destroy the pa-
‘pers, but he has said that he
believes Mr. .Dean cautloned‘
him, “These papers should never
see the light of day.” ‘

Mr. Dean is also said t
have told Mr. Gray that )_,the
files contained papers “that
Howard Hunt was working on.”
While it is assumed that: they

came from the safe, this was

not specified.

The investigative interest in|

Hunt was clear by the time
of themeeting. The Government
prosecutors have said in court
papers that Mr. Dean himself,
in ordering the safe opened
nine days before the meeting,
did so because of “Hunt’s pos-

.sible implications in the Wa-

‘tergate break-in.”

In addition, Hunt had left
Washington after the break-in
and F.B.I. agents had been
‘searching for him widely but
unsuccessfully for more than a
week.

MR. Gray has told fr1ends
that after he took the Hunt

evidenece during last January’s|

Presidential assistant, he found|.

files from Mr. Dean at the June
28 meeting, Mr. Dean left. Mr.
Gray’s scheduled discussion
with Mr. Erhlichman of leaks
from the investigation then too
place.

Mr. Gray put the two flles
into a manila envelope, took
them home, and left them in
a closet while he went on a
field trip to San Diego during
the latter part of the week.
He spent the weekend at home
and took the envelope to F.B.I
headquarters on Monday morn-
ing, July 3.

Tore Up Envelope

There, according to the ac-
count hevhas_ given Aassoc1aj:es,




he tore up the envelope witn-
out opening it and dropped
the remains into a container
whose contents are burned or
shredded at the end of each
day. i

Months later, on April 16,
the day before President Nixon
|announced “major develop-
|ments” in the affair, Mr. Gray
iwas informed by Mr. Petersen,
‘the Assistant Attorney General|
that Mr. Dean had described
the meeting that occurred in
Mr. Ehrlichman’s office.

Mr. Petersen is understood
to have told Mr. Gray that he
could be called before the Fed-
eral grand jury here that had
renewed its investigation of the

| Watergate case. . . E

. Mr. Gray has §i1§),d§x'§ﬂt‘ Ci that
'in grand jury testimory he is
prepared. to confirm M . Dean’s
story, except for the Presiden-
tial counsel’s description of‘the
file contents 2nd his ‘report
about Mr, Ehrlichman’s . com-
ment before the meeting.

The associates to whom he
has talked said that Mr. Gray
was somewhat vague about his
reasons for accepting the docu-
ments under the circumstances
in which they were offered and
for destroying them unexam-
ined. )

One source said that appar-
ently the acting F.B.I director
had:acted on “blind faith,” on
the fact that he “couldn’t be-
lieve” that the men in the White
House would mislead him.

One of Mr. Gray’s associates
who appeared to be badly
shaken by the disclosures, out-
lined several possible explana-

tions for the handlir
documents.

"A r was  that Mr.
Gray had beén a willing par-
ticipant.4n ‘an effort to cover

loyal.”” "Anothe

up the conspiracy. i
The third, the associate said,

was that-the White House,.had

used Mr. Gray as '
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giving him the sensitive files so° i
that it could later be said at ;jicized for making available to
everything in the case had been [Mr. Dean more than 80 of his
turned over to the F.B.IL .|agency’s raw reports on the
] Criticized in Senate nvestigation.

| : Mr. Gray has told friends
that he learned only a few days
ago that Mr. Dean had. also
asked the Attorney Generzal,

e

Mr. Gr;ay’s nomination to be
permanent director ran into dif-
ficulties in,the Senate Judiciary

g‘omﬁmt ' rirrflaglly %C?gffagg Richard G. Kliendienst, and Mr.
‘his handling o ) fcth :E e, Petersen, to see the files and
barel b outh ot 5 |that these officials had ‘turned
barel I th after he went : S goilioia
to the: MR Vi g i

" 'On the one hand, neither
Mr. Dean nor Mr. Gray in-
formed Mr. Kleindienst or Mr.
Petersen that the files had been
snt to thi White House. On the
other hand, neither Mr. Klien-
dienst nor Mr. Petersen told Mr.
Gray that they had rejected
similar requests — even when
Mr. Gray was being criticized
in the Senate for having made
them available.

In the Judiciary Committee

Edgar Hoover was sharply crit-

ton March 7, Mr. Gray said that
IMr. Dean had been questioned

about ‘whether ' everything in
Hunt’s safe ‘had been sent to
the F.BI. and Mr. Gray added
that he was “unalterably con-
vinced” that there was no ef-
fort to conceal anything*

_ FB.I agents had gﬁ
interview: Hunt on June 1/ but
Hunt is said to have $aid that
he did not.haye to talk with
them. He-went to New York,
then to-Los Angeles ‘and
from June 26 to June 29,
Government was unable to
trace his movements.

EHRLICHMAN TEXT
Following is the text of
the statement issued tonight

by Mr. Ehrlichman: :
Mr. Gray received somé. of
the contents of the Hunt safe
at my office from Mr. Dean
in June 1972. Mr. Dean had
previously sealed them in a
large envelope. Mr. Gray was
told by Mr. Dean that the




