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ixon Call

To ’R»eassurief‘;’
Dean Told A‘

N.Y. Times Service

Washington

A source close to em-
battled White House aide
John W. Dean III said
vesterday that President
Nixon telephoned his per-
sonal reassurances “to
Dean on Sunday, wishing
him a “Happy Easter”
and telling him “You're
still my counsel.” '

Mr. Nixon, described as
being cheerful during the
call from Key Biscayne,
Fla., discussed a number
of White House legal mat-
ters not connected with
the Watergate inquiry, the
sourcesaid. ‘

Deputy White House press
secretary Gerald W. Warren
sai\d in Florida that he had
no knowledge of the call to
Dean. He also said he .was
unable to say whether, M.
Nixon had telephoned ‘other
White House aides who have
become ensnarled in the
growing Watergate bugging
controversy. " ;

Meanwhile, . Representa-
tive Henry 8. Reuss (Dem-
Wis.), charged ‘that Henry
E. Petersen, the assistant
attorney  general who was
named by the President io
assume sole responsibility
for the Watergate investiga-
tion, “torpedoed” a House
inquiry into the break-in last
fall by contending then that
it would endanger the rights
of the seven original defend-
ants. s

DEFENSE

The: Justice Department
defended Petersen’s opposi-
tion to: the inquiry as proper
and necessary.

The !federal grand jury
continued its investigation
into the Watergate episode
yesterday, but it.was not
known whe, if anyone_ testi-
fied. There were sign§ that
no indictments would be is-
sued this week, although at _
least five present and for-

. mer White House aides are ;
eventually expected to he
named.: ‘

Dean was described as.
being pleased by the Presi-
dent’s call “in the middle

of the blitzkrieg,” as one as-

sociate put it. Another

source who said he knew of .

the call was more skeptical,
however. “I can’t under-
stand it,” he said. “Yoive
got to be cynical as hell
about it.” g

“Maybe he’s tryin aﬁm

keep all of the sheep in the
pasture until it's fime for
the slaughter,” the Dean as-

‘See Back Page

ybe
nice to have one kid frc
his staff pull through this.”

, REBUKE  °

Dean, who was ‘publicly
rebuked by White House
Press Secretary Ronald L.
Ziegler last week for issuing
on his own a statement de-
claring that he would notbe
a ‘‘scapegoat’ in the affair,
has been telling friends that
he will tell all to the grand

jury investigating the Wgt- .

ergate episode.

"The 34-year-old aide is

that H. R. Haldeman, the
White House chief of staff
and. a key presidential advis-
er, was involved in the al-
leged coverup after the ar-
rests of seven men inside
the Democratic National
Committee headquarters
last June 17. '

M. Nixon’s call to Dean
came amid increasing spec-
ulation about the President’s
knowledge of the case. Some
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former ranking White House
officials are now telling
friends that many efforts
were made last fall to warn
the President that some

. White House aides were in-

volved in the bugging and
the alleged cover-up. e

PLEA

There were these other de-
velopments: :

® Henry A. Kissinger, the
President’s adviser on na-
tional security affairs,
pleaded for public under-

standing in the Watergate

revelations. He told the an-

nual Associated Press lunch-

eon in New york that it was

difficult “to avoid a sense of

the awfulness of events and

the tragedy that has befallen

people alleged to have done

these things for whatever -
reasons.”

® Thomas A. Kemnelly

Washington, one of two attor- -
neys representing G. Gordon

Liddy, the leader of the Wat-

ergate break-in team who
has refused to cooperate

with the grand jury, told

newsmen he was withdraw-

ing from the case because

his client would not listen to

him. Liddy, who is in jail,

has reportedly been defying -
White House pressure to

talk,

® Congressional sources
disclosed that yet another
secret 1972 campaign fund
was kept in a southern Cali-
fornia bank under direction
of Herbert W. Kalmbach,
one of President Nixon’s
chief campaign fund raisers.
The: sources, in confirming
an account in the Washing-
ton Star-News. said upward
of $200,000 in cash was han-
dled through at least four
separate bank accounts con-
trolled by Kalmbach, whe
met last week with the Wat-
ergate prosecutors.

& Judge John J. Siviea,
chief of the federal court
here; ordered a grand jury
Investigation into leaks of
secret testimony. His action
followed the publication of
four articles by Jack Ander-
son. that were apparently
based on grand jury tran-
scripts. Sirica also refused a
request by convicted Water-
gate conspirator James W.
McCord Jr:, to travel to
England for a television ap-
pearance.

REPLY

Anderson later issued a
statement defending his col-
umns, saying that under the
Constitution, “we are free to
publish any and all news
generated by the White
House, the Congress or the
courts: No federul rules of
criminal  procedure s u-
percedes- the Constitution.”
Anderson said.



