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Watergate's Split ‘
In the White House

N.Y. Times Service

Washington

Experts on the White House
now say.the new outhurst of re-
criminations on the Watergate
affair shows a.clear pattern of
factional strife that threatens
the top command of the execu-
tive branch.

“The Haldeman-Ehrlichman
side of the White House is in
open warfare with the Mitchell-
Dean side,” said one of Presi-
dent Nixon's senior advisers. “It
is a brutal battle.”

Some of the angry principals
openly admit a spirit of “every
man for himself.” Yet observers
also see a rallying of allies along
two main lines of power and

loyalty within Mr. Nixon’s top
staff. '

One part of the executive
structure, as presidential confi-
dants now describe it, was re-
cruited, led and protected by
former "Attorney General John
N. Mitchell. The other side lopks
to White House chief of staff
H. R. Haldeman as its captain,
and to John D. Ehrlichman, a
presidential counselor, as his
deputy.

After more than five years
of cordial rivalry, the two
groups are in a struggle that
some White House insiders say
could bring down both factions.

A scorecard lineup of the

‘two Nixon groups, as compiled
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by ranking officials and for-
.mer officials, sheds consider-
able light on last week’s
charges and countercharges.

PLANNING °

Last week, a Haldeman
man, Jeb Stuart Magruder,
told federal prosecutors that
Mitchell and John W. Dean
ITI, a young Mitchell pro-
tege, had been in on the
original planning to bug the
Democratic National Com-
mittee ‘offices in the Water-
gate complex during the
presidential campaign last
year.

The 38 year old Magri:der
— a Californian and a 7.ar-
keting man, like many i» the
Haldeman faction — first
served the Nixon adminis-
tration as deputy to Hevbert
G. Klein, the director of
communications for the ex-
ecutive branch and an old
friend ot the President.

During the summer of
1971, after Mitchell apppint-
ed one of his own young lieu-
tenants, Harry S. Flem-
ming, to organize a Nixon
re-election committee,
Haldeman countered by

sending Magruder in to help .
run the early operation. By*

the spring of 1972, Magruder
was understood to have cut

off most of Flemming’s influ-
ence.

Immediatety after news

leaked that Magruder was

implicating Mitchell and
Dean in the Watergate plot,
Dean’s friends put out the
story that Haldeman had
helped to conceal the truth
about the bugging by inter-

‘cepting and distorting the

results of the investigation
that Dean, as White House
counsel, conducted for the
President.

Dean, 34, had been called
‘“‘Mitchell’s fair-haired boy”
since 1969 when he was the
attorney general’s trouble
shooter in the Justice De-
partment,

Dean warned last week
that he would not be made a
‘‘scapegoat” in’ the Water-
gate scandal. He drafted a
statement himself and had
his secretary telephone itto
news outlets after Ronald L.
Ziegler, the White House
press secretary, refused to
put it out through the nor-
mal channels. ~

Ziegler, who once worked
for Haldeman in the J. Wal-
ter Thompson advertising
agency, has always been
considered a part of Halde-
man’s White House machin-
ery. .

In the Nixon administra-
tion’s happier days, the
Mitchell and Halderman

groups snared responsihility
and credit for the Presi-
dent’s domestic success. But
members of both groups
now say that there were al-
ways tensions between
them.

The ‘‘hard core Mitchell
group,” according to one
member, was assembled on
the . organizational side of
the 1968 campaign, which
Mitchell eventually m an-
aged, and much of its
strength was later concen-
trated in the Justice Depart-
ment.

The Mitchell men, one
says, considered themselves
the organizers and grass-
roots politicians in the ad-
ministration. The Haldeman
group “tended to b&advance
men and image guys,” he
said. “You never heard the
Mitchell group talk media,
but that talk dominated the
other crowd. I always had
the impression that their
group tolerated the political
side, but had no feel for poli-
ties.”

The “‘hard-core” Haldeman
group” came from the world
of advertising and, directly
or indirectly, from Califor-
nia.

DIFFERENCES
- There were other early dif-
ferences between the Mitch-
ell and Haldeman groups.
Mitchell’s allies tended to
identify with the Cabinet
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against e’ wnite House: 1t
was Hugh Sloan, a Halde-
man man, who refused to let
then-Secretary of the Interi-
or, Walter Hickel see Presi-
dent Nixon in the summer of
1970, precipitating an angry
letter from Hickel and Hick-
el’s dismissal from the gov-
ernment,

Some mewbers of the
Haldeman group snickered
privately when Mr. Nixon’s’
first two nominees to the Su-
preme Court, Clement F.
Haynsworth and G. Harold
Carswell, were first cleared
by Attorney General Mitch-
ell and then rejected by the
Senate. .

Mitchell snickered in re-
turn at the failure of the
hard-hitting White House
campaign for Republican
Senate and House candi-
dates in 1970. Mitchell told
friends that Haldeman had
designed the 1970 strategy.

OVERLAP

In many enterprises, of
course, the two groups over-
lapped or were intertwined.
In the Watergate affair, itis
unclear whether either fac-
tion can pin the blame on
the other.

The key to this and other
mysteries, sources close to
the case suggest, may be G.
Gordon Liddy, who declined
to take the stand at his own
trial and has maintained
complete silence ever since.

Liddy’s standing with re-
gard to the Haldeman-
Mitchell division is not yet
clear. It was Dean, a Mitch-
ell man, who recommended
Liddy for a job at the Nixon
re-election committee. But it
was Magruder, a Haldeman
man, who hired him and
was supposed to supervise
his work.



