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How ff‘artha Mltchell Was Held

By Helen Thomas

~ KEY BISCAYNE—(UPI)
——=_Martha- Mitchell - appar-
g -
__she said she was ! held as a
P “pohtlcal prisoner” last
June, “in the first few days’
after the Watergate case
broke.

The wife of former Attor-
ney General John Mitchell
was speaking out long be--
fore the White House wall of
secrecy around the Wateg-
gate affair crumbled this
week. - '

A variety -of sources. in-
cluding Mrs; Mitchell, have
provided the “basis Tor aTe—

’ . capitulation” of the events
surrounding her widely pub-
licized telephone call to this
reporter from Newport
Beach, Calif,, last June 22.
On’ Friday. June 18, the
night before five' m rere
arrested inside Democratic
National Committee head-
" guarters on the other side of
"= the country. the Mitchells
- attended a gathering of lead-
ing Republicans and Hollv-
wood celebrities at the Bev+
erly Hills home of movie ex-
ecutive Taft Schrieber. Pat
NiXon was the guest of
honeor..

Afterwards, the Mitchells
drove for the weekend to the
Newporter Inn at Newport
Beach.

On Sunday, June 18 local

. . ted—a-brief
story about the arrests in-
side Democratic  offices at

" "the Watergate complex in |
-———H—wﬁﬂ'w-rrﬁ’m\—‘f’}ﬂ:d'—mmﬁ-'_
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the \Ltchella were invited to
dinner at the nearby Coroina
Del Mar home of Mrs. Don-
ald K. Washburn. widow of

the 7 UP™ soft drink manu-
facturer. )
Aitcheil. then President

-Nixon's 1972 campaign man-
ager. and. his ,wife had a
heated argument, apparent-
Iv over Mltchell s insistence
. that theyv leave the party
early.
Other guests of the embar-
rassed .hostess included ac-
tor John Wayne and his wife

the president’s personal at-
torney.  who has since told
FBI agents he gave at least
830,000 in GOP campaign
funds to an alleged political _
e;plonade agent at the direc-
tion of the President’s ap-
pointments secretary at the
time, Dwight Chapini.
Mitchell told guests he had
“'a very important meeting”

to attend.. Finally he
grabbed his wife and they
departed. =

At 10 p.m. that Sunday
~~evemng;”Mitchell flew back "
to Washington, leaving Mar-
tha behind with their daugh-
ter Marty, 11, and Mitchell’s
secretary, Lee Jablonsky,
along with Mrs. Mitchell’s
“bodyguard, provided by the
Committee for thé Re-
election of the President.
The next morning, the
newspapers carried big oho-
tographs of James W.

—MeCord Jr., then security |

- ‘chief for the re-election com-
- mittee, as one of the five

" men charged with the Wa-

‘a "Prisoner”’

tergate break-in.

. The Washington Post has
quoted Repubhcan sources
-as_§aying it Wds Beeat
Mrs. Mitchell knew McCord
“that. Mitchell instructed-his

aides to make sure she knew-

nothing from the newspa-

pers about McCord’s arrest.
_In_ the. following days,

Tom making “any “outside -,

Vllla Roma” where she was_

staying. -Only non-English-
speaking Mexican help en-
tered her room.

2 ¥ For . three _dayﬁ_Mrs
Mitchell tried -without suc-.

telephone calls from ‘the cegs to makea long distance

call to UPI. Finally, at 9
&4

p m. Thursday, MlS Ml]’,(.h-
ell got through to thistve-
porter. She sounded subdued:
-and somewhat sad. When the

:an. ultimatym. I'm going to

leave him unless he gets out

of the campaign,”’she said.
~*T'm-sick and tired of poli-

ly got excited when someone
tried to grab the telephone
from her. “You just get
away—get away,” she said
several times. Then theline
. went dead.

Several attempts to reach
Mrs. Mitchell failed. The
switchboard operator at the
Newporter Inn said: “Mrs.

and Herbert W. Kalmbach,

Watergate case was brought
up, she became agitated. |

““That’s if, I've given John .'

ness.”-

about his wife’s abortcd can

He did not .appear con- :

cerned. _

_. “She’s. great,” he said.
‘“That little siveetheart, I
love her so much. She gets a

tics. Politics is a dirty busi-

As she ‘spoke,' she sudden-

Mitchell is indisposed and
cannot-talk.” -

This reporter. reached
Mitchell - at - his, Watergate
apartment and told him

-]

little upset about politics,
but she loves e and I love
her and that’s what counts.”

" He then said he wanted to

--leave - Washington. after the

campaign, having promised
Martha he” would give up.
polifics.-




