3

APR 20
NYTimes

By DENNY WALSH

WASHINGTON, April 19 —
The man whom former Attor-
ney General John NN. Mitchell
has retained as counsel, Wil-
liam G. Hundley, has 22 years
of experience in criminal law,
the first 15 as a hard-nosed
Justice Department prosecutor

and the last seven as an ef-

fective Washington defense
lawyer.

Mr. Hundley’s talent
trial lawyer is greatly respect-
ed, but no ranks him higher
than does his close personal
friend, Henry E. Petersen, As-
sxstant #Attorney General in
chrrge .of the Justice Depart-
'nents:,flnmmal Division and
the marxfwho heads the Govern-
ment’s *investigation and pro-
secution of the Watergate case.
Mr. Mitchell, in turn, has high
regard for Mr. Petersen’ S Judg
mnnt

A likeable, red-facgd.-Irish|:.
man who grew up in Brooklyn,
where the Democrats dominate
political life, Mr. Hundley has
often remarked:

“I didn’t know what a Re-
publican looked like until I was
18 years old.”

Now one of the top Repub-
licans in the country has;
turned to Mr. Hundley, a
Democrat, for help.

Mr. Mitchell is familiar with
his new counsel’s capabilities
through his representation of
Republican Gov. Arch A.
Moore Jr. of West Virginia in
the settlement of a recent Fed-
eral tax problem, and of Vic-
tor Frenklin, a Baltimore con-|

9f%1tcheﬂ Re‘éams Pmsecutor Frz'end

lPegerml was his deputy, and
it was during this time that the
two developed a warm friend-
ship and mutual respect. Since
Mr. Hundley left the Govern-
ment, he and Mr. Petersen-have
kept in close touch and are
weekend golf partners on a reg-
ular basis.

In the first half of the Nixon
Administration’s  first term,
when Mr. Petersen served as
deputy to then Assistant Attor-
ney General Will Wilson, he
thought seriously of resigning
and entering Mr. Hundley’s law
‘fll 1.

Mr. Hundley’s clients also in-
clude Time Inc:, for whom he
represented Life magazine’s in-
vestigative reporting team dur-
ing the six years of its exist-
ence from 1967 to 1973, when
Life went out of ‘business.

When Mr. Mitchell took over
as Attorney General in 1969,
Mr. Petersen heéaded the organ-

ized crime section. He was soon
promored to Deputy Attorney!

tractor named ina presentmenm

three years ago by a specml

Federal grand jury that wanted|
him indicted on fraud charges.!

Mr. Mitchell, however, re-
fused to let the United States
Attorney in Maryland sign the
indictment.

Mr. Hundley was a pioneer of
the Government’s assulat on
crganized crime. He became the
first chief of the Justice De-
partment’s organized crime and
racketeering sectlon in 1958,

‘and held that position for a

brief period early in the Ken-
Il&d"

of security for the National
Football League in 1966. A year|

Jater he entered private prac-‘

tice and acquired the league asj
a clent.

During the last several years
{lat he headed the section, Mr.

Administration. He left
the department to become chlef‘

General in the Criminal Divi-
sion, and Mr. Mitchell came
more and more to rely on him
for advice and counsel, espe-
cially in politically sensitive
areas. Mr. Wilson was upset
more than once by the fact that
Mr. Mitchell took Mr. Petersen
with him to Congressional hear-
ings at which the Attorney Gen-
eral testified.

Finally, after scandal forced
the resignation of Mr. Wilson
in October of 1971, Mr. Peter-
sen was elcvated to his present/
post.

Mr. Pctcrsen has expressed
admiration for Mr. Mitchell, not
only as a tough prosecutor but
as a man of integrity.
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One of those to whom Mr.
Petersen has voiced these feel-
ings about Mr. Mitchell is Mr.

th

r. Mitchell’s hiring of
Mr. Hundley today for repre-
sentation in a case being prose-
cuted by Mr. Pctelsen the

Watergate affair

has brought
em together in odd juxtapo-

sition.

Earlier this week, Atiorney

General Richard G. Kleindienst
disqualified himself from partic-
ipation in the Watergate case
to avoid being in the position
of having to prosecute former
colleagues in the department.
By order of President Nixon,
Mr. Petersen assumed command
of the Watergate matter.

Mr. Hundley is 47 years old.

He is married, has six*children
iand lives with his family in
Vienna, Va.




