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Hearing on Watergate
In Senate to Be May 15

By Bob Woodward
and Carol Bernstein
Wa;}:lngton Post Staff Writers

The chairman of the Sen-
ate’s Watergate investigating
committee announced yester-
day that the panel will open
public hearings about May 15,
but the question of whether
the White House will permit
testimony by presidential

sociate of the President to be |think that’s the way to take
subpoenaed thus far by the|testimony.” :

committee, which is investigat- Ervin reiterated his ipsict
: : . SISt
ing the bugging of Democratic ence that “every \hfitnES;nwht

headquarters at the Watergate ;
and related allegations ofbpo- Appears Defors the o

< q i1l testify on oath or affirma-
litical espionage and sabotage s mmi :
in the 1972 presidential cam- #on _before t.he co tee in
paign. Kalmbach, who has meetmgg Which are open to
lield no official position in the t}'ze”pubhc and the news me-
administration, would not be |*& :
aides remained unresolved. covered by the claim of execu- ¢ f;:g’at&sgufges ;;ﬁgcrteg yeg-
Several sources insid tive privilege, which Mr,  te ai the ite House
stion said_yesterday .that the |00 I's. tefuzal to allow his|about the prospect. of presi-
JPresident”and_White House 21des io tesiliy before the Er.| dential aides testifying before
Falites are sensoossing Bl . vin committee, live television cameras, The

on’s earlier refusal to permit According to TBI reports, ;f(ﬁ;;: Shjj‘“}mfﬁiieé?ﬁ ng
his aides to testify at the com- Kalmbach paid at least $30,000 modify its earlier refusal to
mittee’s hearings. In Nixen campaign funds to permit the testimony by presi-

After a closed door meeting lDongld hH Sllegrgttl, the lf‘l' dential aides if they did not
of the committee yesterday af. b‘ige political saboteur. Reh 2 Have to appear on camera.
ternoon, however, Chairman|P!€ sources said this wgek that “Last month President
Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C.) said that Segretti has also been issued a Nixon fold a pre's S O Estmen
no agreement has beep |Subboena by.the committee. that he would not permit et
reached with the White House Sen. Ervin a'CknOWIEdged ofrhis present or former aides
permitting the sworn, public yesterday that his committee |iq ‘testify before a “formal ses-
testimony of presidential aides has been negotiating with the sion” of a congressional com-
—as Sen. Ervin and- other White House to obtain the tes- mittee. White House spokes-
members of the select commit- timony of presidential aides, |men . subsequently said the
tee have demanded. but gave no. indication that President’s remarks applied to |

Meanwhile, reliable sources |the committee has changed its |the Ervin committee’s. investi- |
said the Senate committee has

position on the issue. gation,

subpoenaed Herbert W. Kalm- “The White House,” FErvin Since the President’s state-
bach, President Nixon’s per-/told reporters, “has put out ment, Mr. Nixon has been un-
sonal attorney to appear be- feelers like the feeler that we der heavy pressure from mem-
fore the committee with all|ought to write out questions | hers of his own party to allow
relevant campaign finance re-land send them up to the testimony before the Water-
cords. White House aides and let gate committee by presiden- |

Kalmbach is the closest as- them write answers. We don’t tial aides. i

Asked to comment on un-
confirmed .reports that the
‘White House has decided to
modify its position, deputy
presidential press secretary
| Gerald Warren said yesterday,
“I have no information on
that.”

Ervin also announced yes-
terday that the committee of
four Democrats and three Re-
publicans has reacli®d all but
final agreement on rules un-
"ider which public, sworn testi-

mony’ will be taken ‘from all

witnesses before the commit-
tee.

“The reason the committee
has agreed on guidelines,” Er-
vin said, “is so the White
House aides will know exactly
how they are to testify if they
elect to come down and testi-
fy or if the President permits
them to testify.” The 76-year-
lold: former North Carolina su-|
'preme court judge added: “I
have been praying to the good
Lord that they will come down
to testify.” .
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Emphasizing ‘that the White/
House “has put out® feelers”
but “made no offers at ‘all”

Ervin said live television

the hearings except for pos-
sible “extraordinary” circum-
stances — which he said he
can’t foresee. ) Ui

Ervin said he would accept
no restrictions on the areas of
questions asked of White
House aides or any other wit-
hesses, except that  question-
ing fall within the committee’s
mandate to investigate the
1972 presidential campaign.

Rejecting the President’s in-
terpretation of executive priv-
ilege, Ervin said White House
aides could legitimately claim'
the privilege once they get be-
fore the committee—but only
if they are asked about mat.
ters involving direct communi.
cation with the President him-
self.

In a related matter, Robert
C. Odle, personnel and office
manager at the President’s
still active re-election commit-
tee, appeared for about 40-
minutes before the federal
jgrand jury here that has re-
opened its probe of the Water-
gate case and related matters.

One FBI report made public
at the confirmation hearings,
of acting FBI director L. Pat-‘
rick Gray III said that an in-|

formant last year had identi-
fied Odle as “less than can-
did” with the FBI Reliable
federal sources have main-
tained to The Washington Post
that Odle was not involved' in
the Watergate bugging.

After his appearance yes-
terday, Odle told reporters,
“I don’t think they covered
anything that sensational?”

Meanwhile, Sen. Charles
MecC. Mathias (R-Md.) said yes-
terday that “if we're forced to
the last resort” White House
aides who refuses to testify be-
fore the committee should be
arrested and tried -for con-
tempt of the Senate—as rec-
‘ommended earlier by Ervin.

In an interview with the As-
sociated Press, Mathias, a fre-
quent critic of the administra-|
tion, said the Republican Par-
{y is hurt “every day that goes
‘by in#whiich the public be-
lives there is a coverup in the
Watergate case.) If it goes on
much longer, the damage could
be irreparable,”




