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Senator Lowell P.
Weicker Jr. (Rep-Conn.)
said yesterday he believes _‘
White House chief of
staff H.R. Haldeman
“probably” had knowl-
edge of a wide range of
political espionage, “dis-
ruption” and “surveil-
lance” conducted on be-
half of the President’s re-
election commitee.

In an interview on CBS’
“Face the Nation,” Weick-
er, a member of the Sen-
ate’s Select Watergate In-
vestigating Commit-
tee, said Haldeman was
fully aware of all the “per-
sonnel” and all the “poli-
cies” of the President’s re-
election committee.

“Now the time has come
for the chiefs of stafftg step
forward and explain,”’
Weicker said,  adding ©I
think it's absolutely neces-
sary that Mr. Haldeman tes-
tify before the select com-
mittee.”

COVERUP

While not accusing Halde-
man of advance knowledge
of the Watergate bugging,
Weicker said, “what the
President has to realize now
is, the issue really isn’t Wat-
ergate it’s . . . other espio-
nage and . . . what seems to
be an apparent coverup of
Watergate.”

Weucker also said it is
- “‘possible” former Attorngy
General John N. Mitchell,
once the Preisident’s cam-.
paign manager, had know- ©
ledge of “espionage” and
“counter-espionage” activi-
ties.

However, Weicker added:
“I have no specific know-
ledge that John Mitchell was
involved with the Water-
gate.”

Emphasizing that the bug-
ging operation was jusf;_ a

cative
“(Dem.-N.Y.), all potential

single. part of elaborate un-

_dercover - activity that was
conducted by Nixon’s re-
election committee; Weicker
said that among the staff
there was “an almost com-
petitive attitude as to who
could do the dirtiest deed.”

CREATED
Weicker repeatedly said

President Nixon’s re-
election - committee was al-
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most wholly. a creation of
the White House and Halde-
man designed to exclude the
Republican National Com-
mittee from decision-making
in the Nixon campaign.

In the television interview
yesterday, Weicker also said
that:

‘@ ‘“‘Apparently at the in.
stigation of Mr. Haldeman”
the Republican National
Committee was requested to

-“keep full track of com-
ments made by Senator
George McGovern, Mrs.
McGovern, Sargent Shriver
and Mrs. Shriver during the
course of the campaign.”
The Republican National
Committee refusedsthe as-
signment,

@ The arrest of five men
inside the Democrats’ Wat-
ergate headquarters June 17
caused the termination of
plans to bug Senator McGov-
ern’s headquarters on the

same weekend. In addition,

“the unit was to move on to
Miami to go ahead and bug
Mr. (Lawrence F.) O’Brien
and some of the top officials
down thre.” (At the time
O’Brien was the Democratic
National Chairman.)

@ - Convicted Watergate
conspirator ~ James W.
McCord Jr. sent a paid
agent of the Nixon commit-
ipe
spring to conduct surveil-
laxice on the congressional
offtces of nine Republican
and Democratic critics of
the Nixon Administration.
TARGETS

Weicker said the targets
of the surveillance were the
office of Senators Edward
M. Kenedy (Dem.-Mass.),
Edmund: S. Muskie
(Dem.-Me.}, and Represent-
Shirley Caisholm

Democr aticpresidential
nominees; — Representative

to Capitol Hill .l1ast s ;

Paul N.. M¢Closkey (Rep.-
Kalif.), who was challenging
President Nixen ior the Re-

publican presidential nomi-:

nation;* Senators Jacob Jav-~
its (Rep.-N.Y.) Charles H.
Percy (Rep.-IlL.), Mike
Gravel (Dem.-Alaska), Wil
liam Proxmire (Dem.-Wis.),
and  REepresenfativve ¥ d-
ward I. Koch (Dem.-N.Y.),
all persistent critics‘_\s)f the
administration. \

Weicker identified <«the
agent conducting the sur-
veillance as Alfred C. Bayd-
win III, an ex-F d key wi{-
ness at the Watergate triaf
who tsestified that he moni-
tored the wiretapped conver-
sations of Democrats in the
Watergate.

Specitically, Weicker said
Baldwin’s instructions from
McCord were “to observe
persons that were going in
and out of the offices” of
nine senators and members
of Congress. Part of the As-
signment was apparently to
-determine if any anti-war
demonstrators were visiting
the offices. .

SESSION

After the television inter-
view, Wicker said, ‘¢‘Baldwin
told me of tiie surveillance
Saturday during an eight to
ten hour session I had with
him in Connecticut.” \

During his testimony - at
the Watergate trial in Janu-
ary and in an earlier, in-
depth interview with the Los
Angeles Times, Baldwin did
not mention the surveillance
of congressional offices.

Baldwin yesterday report-
edly denied Weicker’s ac-
count of the surveillance.
According to sources fami-
liar with Baldwin’s activi-
ties, Baldwin has said he
was conducting surveillance
on Capitol Hill to check on
demonstrators who, McCord
had suggested, might be
found entering and leaving
the offices of anti-war legis-
lators. The surveillance was
directed at the demonstra-
tors. and not the congress-
men, Baldwin has told oth-
ers. o
COMMITTEE -

Devan L. Shumway, a
spokesman for the Nixon
re-election committee, res-
ponded to Weicker’s state-
ments saying, ‘“we deny ca-
tegorically” that Baldwin
had such assignments while
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employed by the President’s
campaign organization.
Shumway also said Weick-
er should have waited ‘““‘until
he gets: more evidence be-
fore going to a nationwide
television audience and
making these types of sensa-

~ tional charges.”

Weicker made it clear he
believes President Nixon
was not involved in the Wat-
ergate bugging or the other
related acts of political espi-
onage and sabotage in the
1972 presidential campaign.
He clearly implied, howev-
er, that his opinion of Mr.
Nixon did not apply to' the
President’s chief of “staff,
Haldeman. ;



