By Carl anstom

and Bob Woodward

Wavhingion Poxt Btafl Wejters
Attorney  Henry B. Roth-
‘blatt, formerly the lawver for
sthe four W ‘atergate conspira-
;t()i‘s from Miami,
Te-enter the case to demon-
§st.xjat¢: that his clients were
?pressur’ed into pleading guil-
51v auordm” to

sourees. )
. Rothblatt " refused to ‘com-
‘ment yeSterday on reliahle re-
iports that he plans to seek a
fcourt hearing to show' that
'monev and clemency. were.
‘offered to the four men in ex-
(hdn”(‘ for their guilty pleas.

- Final sentencing of the \Imm; '
men has heen defoned by ‘the’

:Watergate ‘trial judge. John
-J. Sirica of U.S. District Court.

-to give ;them an opportunity
“full cooper a-

to prmid'g“"thoix
ition” in ‘the u)ntmumq inves-
‘tigation of the case.

- Rothblatt’s plans appmr tor
‘buttress the ‘contention of-
‘another of the Watergate cpn-
splldt()l‘% James W. McCord,
“JF. that “there. was politi¢gl:
prossuxe applied to the . de-’
‘fendants to pléad,guif’t\;’
vxemam silent.”

-McCord, the former seeur ity
‘(Ooxdmalor of the Committice !
‘for the Re-election of the
iPresident, also said in a let-
ter to Judpe Sirica that per-
‘'sons as  vet unnamed had
‘knowledge of the (nn\pna(\
and lhdl gOv erumr-nt witnesse 5.
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MeCoxd and former White
:House aide G. Gordon Liddy
‘were  convieted of all the
charges against them. after
former White House consul--
‘tant E. Howard Hunt Jr. and
the, four’ Miami defendants en- ;.
tered & guiliy- pleas. in the open-:
‘ing days of the trial
1 Aecording®to sources close
‘1o the case, Hunt visited Roth-
‘blatl’s clients at an Arlington-
apartment during the trial and
unduwd them - to follow his
Jdead and plead guilty,

The” sources wpmtod VOs-

‘(mdx\ that lmihhlalt mtends
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to seek a. post conviction hear-
ing for the four men to show
that Hunt, acting on behalf of

fered each as much
-as 81, OOO for each month spent
1n jail and a promise of even-
tual c16mency if - they would

“enter guilty pleas.

To prove this, the sources
said, Rothblatt plans to call
Hunt and the four Miami “men
to the witness stand to testify
about an alleged- meeéting - at
the Arhngton Towers apart-

7 ments in which the arrange-

ments for pleading were re-
portedly finalized.

‘According to the sources.
Hunt persuaded the men at
the meeting to plead guilty’
and abandon a ‘defense in
which they had planned to
take the witness stang during
the- trial and possiblyv name
other persons who had knowl-
edge of the Watergate conspu‘-
_acy.

--The object of a post-convic-
tlon hearing; .according to the
sources, would be to seek a
new trial for Rothblatt's for-
mer clients on grounds that
they pleaded guilty as:a result
of an obstruction of justice.

If such a hearing were to
.take place, it would have to be
ordered by Judge Siriea, who
on Fridav made pubhc Me-
Cord’s letter that alleged such
“political pressure” to plead
guilty took place in the case. 5

During the trial in January, |
Hunt pleaded . guilty immedi-!
‘ately after the prosecution:
made its opening presentatinn ;
in the case. i

Several dayvs later. the de-f
fendants from Miami—Ber-;
nard L. Barker, annk Stm 218,
P "

pom—— Yo




Eugenio R. Martinez and, Vir-
gilio R!

The thrust of McCord’s let-

Gonzales—pleaded [ter to Judge "Sirica ‘indicates
guilty after firing Rothblatt 'that“fMCCDIde't\QQ; has such
because he refused fo agree to!knowledge and is prepared to
change their original pleas of | reveal it. Part of his letter
not guilty.. . . ._ _|said: C T T
.The four Miami conspira-i~“Perjury occurred during

itors could . refuse to allow the trial in matters highly ma-
iRothblatt to re-enter the case, |terial to the very structure, or-.
ibut the sources said that Roth-|ientation and impact of the
'blatt is confident that the men government’s case and to the
‘will again seek his legal as- motivation and intent of the

.Sistance.
i Prior to the time the four

defendants. "

“Others involved in the

ipleaded guilty, there were Watergate operation were not
fnumerous news accounts say-!identified during the . trial,
‘ing that they had been offered | when they could have been by |
‘money. and promises that their those-testifying.” '

.families would he cared for
if they went to jail. .
' _After pleading guilty at the

Watergate case:

Other developments in the!

® The federal grand jury!

Ttrial. all four denied to the that investigated the incident

rjudge that thev had been! for three months last year wil}!
§pressured or induced by anyibe reconvened on Monday.:

means to plead guilty. How-i The first - witness

will be

‘ever, the four were not under | Liddy, who was sentenced last:
toath- when they made the:week to a minimum of six.

‘statements. )
According to sources close

iyears and eight months in jail. |

* Also on Monday the Sen-!

'to the case, the Miami men -ate-Select Committee investi-|

‘had earlier planned to argue|zating the Watergate and rela-
-that their participation i theted political espionage will
: Watergate bugging was not il. | meet to determine if all seven
‘legal because they believed! committee members can ob-
‘the operation had been scoun-|tain access to the FBI's Water-
 tenanced by the White Honse/ gate files. Currently, only the|
‘and former presidential aides chaifman, ranking minority |

:at the "President’s re-election| member and the two top staff!
aides have access.

‘committee. o
| The Sources said that at

® On Friday, McCord will;

'least one of the Miami men.; meet in camera with Judge!

'who were recruited by Hunt|Sirica to discuss

McCord's

:to participate in the bugging|charges that there was politi-
‘operation and other under.|cal pressure, perjury and um
cover activities against the|disclosed involvement of ather
Democrats, was prepared 1o|persons in the Watergate ope-
testity ‘that they knew the|ration.

names of present and former| -

* Former At'orney Cenera)

Nixon administration officials John -N. Mitchell said he

who had knowledge of the ldoesn’t -have ne

conspiracy.

laintesy

idea”™ what MceCord intends Lo

Segretti to conduct political |

reveal. Mitchell disputed a re-
port in yesterday’s, Washing-
ton Post that his wife’s de-
‘mand that--he leave politics|
was triggered by McCord’s ar-
.rest. ‘Mitchell resigned. as the
President’s campaign man-
ager two weeks -after . the

Mt\ergate . bre._ak~1n. SV
® The Senate Judiciary
Committee confirmation hear-|
ings on L. Patrick Gray’s nom-
ination to become permanent
FBI director will be postponed !
for. at least a week. Republi-!
can sources in the Senate said |
there will be an attempt to de- !
termine if the White House |
still supports Gray. Sen. Ed- |
ward J. Gurney (R-Fla.), a Ja-
diciary Committee -member, |
told the Associated Press yes-
terday, “If we are going to se-:
riously consider th ina- |
tion of Mr. Gray, then I think |
we should include considera- |
tion of calling Mr. McCord.”
Gray’s conduct in the Water-!
gate investigation, including ;
the distribution of FBI files to |

‘presidential counsel John W.|

Dean IIl, has become the fo-;
cus of the confirmation hear-:
ings. ) :
Meanwhile, a subpoena has |
been issued to California at-
torney Donald H. Segretti by |
the Senate's Select Commit-|
tee. Sen. Lowell P. Wcickerf
(R-Conn.), one of ‘the Commit- |
tee members. said yesterday |
that “the -subpoena has been |
issued, but 1 don't (know) for |
what date for Segretti’s ap-
pearance before the Commit-
tee.” v ' f
At least 16 persons have
publicly said they ‘were ap-
proached or actually hired by |




P

spying and sabotage on behalf
of the President’s re-election
against the Democratic presi-:
dential contenders. :

EBI files show that Segretti
‘was hired and paid at least
1 $30,000 by Herbert W. Kalm-
‘ney ] Cha-
pin, the President’s former ap-
pointments secretary.

In another “development yes-
terday, Sen. Bob Packwood (R-

‘President Nixon’s --re-election

:bach, the President’s personal ;.

as defendants in a $3.2 million
‘civil suit brought by the Dem-i

!Ore.) said that the Watergatei
‘affair has become a “dagger in,
the heart” of the Republ’ican§
Party. He called on Pyesident |

In a _réiated mattér, . Her-
bert L. Porfter, an official of

campaign, -yesterday -denied
any prior knowledge of the
Watergate break-in." _ .
A federal judge granted
permission Friday for the addi:,
tion of Porter’s name and
that of Jeb Stuart Magruder

ocratic National Committee-
after the June 17 break-in and
bugging attémpt on its offices. |

Porter, a former '-Whitel’

%

= . House aide: said in a state-:
4 ' ves 1 acts! . ; i
i\r:(}j“}gp;zinrf :d:'e:éeczgg ﬁsnf:ment issued through the re-;I
partisan presecutor to investi-|®1¢¢tion comnittee that he had '

gate the case. . ;tGStified to. the FBI, a grand.
uIt,’S n()l going ‘O go a“.ay‘n;

Packwood said. “The {rail of’ “that 1 had absolutely no

jury and in federal court|

prior!

— . < iR 7 ¥ele) > fs !
€Ver-decreasing “concentric . cip.: K10Wledge of the Water‘g'lte!

cles seems to narrow on thel
coterie ‘at'the White House” - |

He added: “It’s coming to thei
point where either the .informa-|
tion will be bludgeoned and
dragged out dav by day, or 1t’s
going to be voluntarily given.”:

i

bugging incident.” i
Magruder, also a former:
White House aide and Mitch-|

ell’s prineipal deputy at the|

re-election  committee, has|
previously denied prior knowl.|
edgeé of the bugging. Magruder|

But Senate Republican leader and Porter turned over cam-!

Hugh Scott (Pa.),
statement that P

said in “wpaign [unds to Liddy. accord-
resident Nixon,ing to FBI reports and testi-l‘
|

had personally assured him that|mony in the trial.

“the White Ilouse has nothing|
to- hide” in the Watergate case. |

"The s$ubject came up Jast!
Tuesday at the recular wcek]y!

meeling the President has|
with Republican congressionatt
leaders. . ;

Scott quoted the Presidentf
as saying: “Hugh. T have noth.j
ing to hide. The White House |
has nothing to hide. T repeat
we have nothing to hide and
you are authorized to make
that statement in my name.”

!



