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A4 Watergate Susp ects
Sald Still Bemg Paﬁd

Sources close to the Water-|
gate case have said that
least four of the five men ar-
rested last June in the Water-

The New York Times rcportcd
yesterday.
~The Times, in a front-page
jarticle, also quoted sources
““familiar” with the case as
saying that one of the men
caught in the break-in at Dem-
ocratic headquarters, Eugenio
Rolando Martinez, “was an ac-
tive employee of the Central
Intelligence Agency at the
time of the break-in” and was
stricken from .the CIA’s pay-
roll within a day of his arrest,
Martinez and five other men
enter the second week of their
trial here today on charges of
conspiracy, burglary and wire-
tapping before Chief U.S. Dis-'
trict Court Judge John' J. Sir-:
ica; There have been persistent
‘reports since: Friday that four
{of “the defendants—the ones
the Times reports are still be-
mg paid—want to follow the
ledd of former Whlte House!

Hunt U rged Guzlty Pleas in

it to the men he had recruited

Ahat .
:slvﬁznly reduced’ 1n the last

ralde . Howard un 2JT., and
switcHstheir: plea 114iy

Fhe Times said these' points
Were-e made, by ;more r.%n one
DBISOH in a series o ,gintEI-
views with “federal invegtiga-
tors, political figures and de-
{fense lawyers™:

® High officials of the Com-
mittee for the Re-Election of
the President have acknowl
edged; privately that they are
unable to-account for $900,000
in campaign contributions.

® A Nixon supporter, work-
ing in Democratic headquar-
ters, taped open doorlocks

leading to the basement, al-

lowing the five men eventu-
ally caught to enter the Water-
gate. ;

"The Times’ article, written
by Seymour M. Hersh, says
that one of the defendants,
Frank Sturgis, acknowledged
in a meeting in Miami two
weeks ago that he has contin-
ued to receive- pay ents but
Fehis fynds been

few e
insolver e said that pay-
ments to the four menmow
range from $40{) a month up,™
The money is coming ffom
unnamed sources, the Times
said; with Sturdls suspecting
that part of it originated with
the committes for the Re-Elec-
tion of the President. o
The article’ “states th#t a
freelance writer, Andrew St.
George, has been circulating a
proposed hook outline to New
York publishers that recounts
Sturgis’ undercover work. In
the outline is an assertion that
former Attorney General John

‘of the activities of the Water-

ston Merry-Go-Reund

N. Mitchell was kept informed

gate defendants. )
De Van L. Shumway;: a
spokesman for the re-election
committee, was quoted in-the
article as saying that. the
Times story was\“outrageously
false and preposterous and
that Mitchell joined in that
criticism.

The  article said that St.

George signed a contract with' k team.”
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“for | &
4 |
the Pobkeand that'a:  publish
ing firm spokesman had con
firmed that' such a contract, M
had been smned for ““ur
$5,000.” -

In addifion, an NBC 0ff1c1al|
was quoted as saying that the |
television network . had ~paid | |

‘something under $8,000 for ali
xcon,tract with Sturgis, '

With ||
Stu gls to be ihterviewed; on
thei “First Tuesday” monthly
news.program.

The: ‘Times states that “both
Mr. St. George-and Mr. Stur-
gis ate controversial figures in
their -own circles, where they
have mixed reputations. Wehile

some praise Mr. St. George’s
intelligence” and devotion,|}
others say he “sometimes.con-|§
fuses fact and fantasy.”

The article _states

area who have denounced Mr.
Sturgis as a
“there are obhviously
who* thought
enough to join the intelligence

Mond'ay, ]an 155 1973 _

sithat
“there are many'in the Miami

fabricator” but|§
those ||
Himisreliable [ §
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sweeping nature of ‘the

B uggmg

order.

-Ipayments that flad been prom-

We can now shed more-light
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on the backstage efforts to
persuade the Watergate de-

save the Whlte' House the em-
barrassment - of a public trial.

On Dec. 26, we reported that|
the Justice< Department had
discreetly sounded out some
of the defendants about enter-
ing guilty pleas. The prosecu-
tors were cautious in their
conversations with defense
lawyers. But -more direct mes-
sages were rclayed through E.
Howard ‘Hunt, the former
White House aide and CIA
veteran.

At first, the defendants held
out for-a softening of the
charges. The ' five 'who were
caught -inside Democratic
headquarters, for example,
wanted the break-in charge re-
duced to illegal entry. This
would have made their offense
a simple misdemeanor.

Any .eutting back of the
charges, however; would have
looked like a fix. So instead,
the mystery- men behind the
scenes used pressure and per-
suasion. They also alternately
stopped and resumed the cash

fendants torplead guilty and|.

spHugbger
‘é{)’b&éﬁfly

standing that he wouldn’t have

iSed to'the”deféndants.

In return, the defendants
hinted they rmght make some
if

i*. might write

'to plead guilty,
with a tacit under-

to spend too long in jail. He
privately urged the other de-
fendants to follow his exam-
ple.

CIA Visitors

Some of the defendants,
who had been involved with
Hunt in the Bay of Pigs opera«
tion, also received private vis-
its from some of their former
CIA  comrades. The visitors
brought expense money and
also offered to make regular
paymenis to the defendants’
families. A $1,000-a-month f1g~
ure was mentioned.

Our saurces could not, or
would not, identify the men
behind the-scenes.. We can re-
port only ,that rost of the
money for the defendants was
funneled4hrough Hunt. He de-
livered part of the cash to Ber-

5, | the frial, the prosecutors made

for the Watergate misadven-
ture. Hunt’s wife was carrying
$10,000 in cash when she was
killed in a Chicago airliner
crash.

Footnote: At the outset of

a remarkable agreement not
to introduce the most damning
evidence the FBI had dug up.
This was a detailed diary that
one of the defendants, Euge-
nio Martinez, had kept. As a
minor functionary for the
CIA, he was required by the
CIA to keep a record of his ac-
tivities. Those who have had
access to the diary, however,
tell us Martinez, in true CIA
fashion, used code names to
identify all his contacts and
associates. Nevertheless, tae
diary provides an excellent rec-
ord of the espionage opera-
tion at the Watergate.

Pentagon Pipeline

Pentagon Censorship — The
Pentagon has acknowledged:
that orders went out on Dec.
30 to all personnel, civilian
and mgilitary alike, to keep
their mouths shut about mili-
tary activities and peace pros-
pects in Southeast Asia. Not

American pilots flying combat
missions over North Vietnam.
for example; were specifically
prohibited from talking to
newmen. A special’ directive
stipulates: “The no comment
guidance specifically * pre-
cludes interviews at'alllevels
and with air crews in particu-
lar.” Even the Coast Guard,
though it doesn’t come under
Pentagon jurisdiction, submit-
ted to the censorship order.
Adm. Chester Bender, the
Coast Guard commandant, or-
dered all his people to report
press gueries not to their su-
periors in the Transportation
Department but to the De-
fense Departmewt: ‘

Zumwalt’s Elephants—Adm.
Elmo Zumwalt, the Navy
chief, recently ordered two
ceramic elephants delivered
to him from South Viet-
nam. The #tiny pachy-
derms were shipped free of
charge by Pan Am. This hap-
pens to be patently illegal.
When we asked the admiral’s
office about this, they told us
he would pay the: shipping
charge. The cost of shipping,
we have learned, is more than
Zumwalt paid for elephant
icons.

nard Barker, who distributed

reported, however, was the
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