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By Wiiliam Braden

A public hearing on the collision of two jetliners at O'Hsre
Airport will be held here next month, and federal investigators
expressed confidence Friday their evidence will establish the
cause of the accident. ,

Nine persons were killed and 15 persens were injured
Wednesday night at the fog-blanketed airport when a Noith
Central Airfizes DC-9 on a takeoif run crashed and bur
after striking a Delta Air Lines Convair 880 that was taxiia

across the active runway, ]

John H. Reed, chairman ¢f the National
Safety Board, said:

“Because of the nature of this accident, we will be able to

“move swiftly into a public-hearing phase of gur investigation,
which we will convene in Chicago in January,

“In this case, the crew members of both aireral: survivaed,
We have two cockpit voice-recorder tapes, one from each aip-
crait. The tapes are in the board’s laboratory in Washingion
now, and we have found they are both in good condition.

“We also have the air traffic control tapes from the O’Hare
tower, which we have impounded and which alse appear to he
in good condition. With these three tapes, wa can correiate cup
irformation precisely — dowm to tonths of a second. This
should take the halance of two to three weeks to do. And whon
we finish this, we’ll move right into tie hearing.”

Reed’s statement was made in Washington and released
here by Edward E. Slattery Jr., director of pubiic affairs for
the Safety Board.

Slaitery is one of a 10-man team that was sent from W
ington (o investigate the O’Hare accident. Discussing &
analysis of the tapes, he said: :

“The tower tape is o 94-hor I
. €reds of radio fransmissicns. We have to refine that dawn 0
the segments ve want — and then correiate thost
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should be atle to calibrate within ienths of seconds in detor-
. mining the point in time transralssions were made — as well
as identifying the people win were spealing and hoaring.”
Slattery said the filght-data recorders from the two plancs
also had een sent to Washingtos “to buttress the informatica
on the tapes.” He added: “We're particularly interested in the
North Central’s recorder, which shouid tell us the mement of
1it-011, how high that plaie got off the ground and what specd
it was going.”

Slattery made a comparison with the safety board ia-
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with *the other iwe tapes from the aircraft. In doing so, wel s €
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Air Lines crash that killed 45 per-
.......... Mi porron Dec. &,

“In that case,” he said, “we had a Gesd crew and damage

to both the ilight-data recorder and the COCKDIt voice record-
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The two engines from the Dec. § wreck were shipped to San
Francisco for a “tear-down™ analysis. |

“The analysis was done under our iropound,” said Slattery,

“and we finished. it Thursday. The men are now preparing
their evidence for a hearing. No date has been set for the
United hearing, but 1 can guarantee it won't be before Febru-
8ry at the earliest. Usually a public hicaring “commences
about three months after an accident — 50 you can see how
fast we’re moving on the O’Hare accident.”

Meanwhile, investigators continued to focus attention Friday
on the fact that the Delia plene after landing at O’Hare was
given ground-control {axi instructions that required it to cross
runway Z7 Left — on which the North Central planc was tak-
ing off.

A key questlon remainiag to be answered was whether the
Delta pilct had been given permission to cross the runway at
the time he attempted to do 50 — 6:0] p.m. — or whether hc
had been toid to hold short of the fntersection on his way to a
holding aprom.

Reports that a possible defect in the O'Hare ground radar
system may have contributed to the nccident were largely
discounted Friday by a Federal Aviatien Administration
spokesman, Neal Callahan,

“That really was blowsn out of caatexnt,” ke sald, Y] wes
explaining to a reporter Low radar works, aud bow it some-
times doesn’t soe anyibing. And e wmust have misinierpreted
what 1 said to the point of suggesiing the G"Hare radar was
ive or ineffective Wednesday night. And that just
{3 case. Of course, all parts of Gie airport system are
2 checked ous, includine the radar, but there is no in-
s {irre was auything defective there.”

- Callahan also re-emphasized that (he lemporary removal
from duty of two O'Hare towor personnel was a routine, stan-
dard procedire.

“I's really incorrect to say these mon have been sus-
pended,” said Callahan. “They’re still on the payroll. They've
just been removed from their assigned duty until the people
conducting tiic investigation have finished with them. They're
not suspended — just removed from the boards. Whick is the
same thing that happened in the case of the Midway crash.
Strictly routine.”

g




