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By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND
Special to The New York Times
| FORT WORTH, Oct. 17—
‘Senator George McGovern de-
clared " here today that the
Nixon Administration could not
“brush away” the invasion of
Democratic National Commit-
tee headquarters last %e and

alleged  political sabotage
against the party as gnks”
-and “capers.”

Speaking at a dqlﬁ}itown
noon rally before abolt™ 5,000
people under a hot sun that
sent the temperature to an un-
:seasonal 88 degrees, the Demo-
lcratic Presidential nominee
{said that he did not “enjoy

i

ithat part of campaigning which
icomes from attacking the op-:
Iposition.” '

“I'd much rather talk about
the programs and the principles
that I believe in,” Mr. Mec-
Govern went on, “but I think
there are certain dangerous
trends that have been set in
motion by this present Admin-
istration that we must talk
about, because they jeopardize
the freedom and the comstitu-
tional rights on which our free-
dom and our system of justice
depends.”

He then began an attack on
remarks made on the American
Broadcasting Company’s “Is-
sues and Answers” program on
Sunday by John D. Ehrlichman,
asistant to the President for
domestic affairs.

‘Astonishing and Alarming’® |

“The statement on Sunday
by Mr. Nixon’s top White House
adviser, Mr. John Ehrlichman,
is an astonishing and alarming
sta“tengent,” Mr. McGovern said.

Néw this is what it says,”
he added. “He said that hiring
a tietwork of more than 50;
political operatives to forge!
letters, to impersonate officials!
of various Democratic cam-i
paigns, to incite political riots!
at our political rallies, to issue’
phony press releases in the
names of others—in this case
in the name of Democratic
campaigners—to withhold evi-
[dence from a grand jury, to
dllegally enter the offices of the
opposition party, to steal pri-
vate ifiles and to unlawfully

iretap the private conversa-
fons iof Democratic officials—
he said all of these things are
J}}St pol}wtic‘a! pranks that we’ve

ways nad i America.”

§ /the partisan crowd ex-
pressed its“support with loud
boos,. he contihued:

“I will say to Mr. Ehrlichman
and to his boss, Mr. Nixon,
that theytcannot brush away
crimes of that kind by calling
them pranks or calling them
capers. . -

Recalls ‘Fbljg'rxer Posts

“Remember . this, political
agents, and two. of the men
caught inside the Democratic
national  headquarters ~ with
their burglar tools with their
rubber gloves “on,” with their
wiretapping equipment, two of
those seven men were former
officials of thg White House.
All of them apparently were
financed out of campaign funds
deposited in the bank accounts
of one of these men.”

Senator McGovern- said that
he thought it" was ‘“impossible
to overstate” the threat !‘to our
freedom raised. by sabotage ac-
tivities of this kind.”

“When voters are denied the
opportunity to make a thought-
‘ful, informed judgment, without
‘having it poisoned by sabotage
and misleading propaganda and
tricks of this kind,” he added,
“then we are denied what is
the .right to make a thoughtful
informed judgment on the men
and*women who are going to
represent ust'in the halls of
government.”™

The Fort Worth appearance
concluded a campaign swing
through Texas that spanned
two days and bolstered Mr. Mc-|
Govern’s hopes in his quest for!
the .state’s 26 electoral votes.|

Remarking on the size and
enthusiasm of rallies last night
in” Houston and San Antonio,
the nominee told his audience
here:

“I'm convinced that we're
going to carry the state of
Texas on Nov. 7.”

Most of his top, advisers,

iboth in the state and on the

see
|chance, at least, that Texas will) &o) " "iing of enthusiasm,”

iof them profess to

Efall in the Democratic column

\as it did narrowly for Hubert|duck, said after the session.

'H. Humphrey in 1968.

ssion of the

of the 31

crats, Mr. McGovern was ac-

tin yesterday|As of today, it’s a tossup.”

. in which 29|by a newsman.
tators and 140 of
150 Representatives/are Demo-|amended.

judged a redsqnably warm wel-
come. o o :

“Pve been ardund-state govs
ernment 22 years and I've never
Gov. Preston Smith, a lame
“I1e’s really closed the gap here.

“A ‘tossup? he was asked

“pretty close,” Mr. Smith

Just before leaving Fort

corded what most observers ad-|Worth today, Senmator McGov-

ern met at the airport with
about a dozen “leading con-
servative Democrats,” accord-
ing to Richard Dougherty, his
press secretary.

“He did some evangelical
work,” Mr. Dougherty added.
“He didn’t ask for public com-
mitments and they don’t want
any names used at this point.”

Other McGovern aides said
some prominent friends of
former Gov. John B. Connally,
who was Secretary of the
Treasury under President Nixon
and now heads Democrats for
Nion, werxe there.

They also reported some dis-
cussion at the meeting of a
poll said to have been commis-
sioned by Dolph Briscoe, the
Democratic gubernatorial can-
didate, that reputedly showed
Senator McGovern and Presi-
dent tied at 42 per cent in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
However, they gave no details
on the size of the poll or
how it was conducted.

Despite the McGovern or-
ganization’s talk of rising sup-
port in Texas and the nominee’s
efforts to woo moderate and
conservative Democrats, neither
Mr. Briscoe nor Barefoot Sand-
ers, the party Senatorial nomi-
nee, appeared at any public
events with him.




