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‘Poaitmam Charge

Nixon Tactics. Held Sordid

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Chairman Wright Patman of
the House Banking Commit-
tee: said today President
Nixon, as chief of his re-
glection campaign, is direct-

ly responsible for the “most

sordid political tactics ever
employed by a major politi-
cal party.”

. The Texas Democrat
made the comment at a

news conference which he

g 113 y . L 1
called because of reports in How many coincidences

today’s Washington Post de-
tailing alleged plans by Re-
publicans to disrupt and sab-
otage efforts by Democratic
presidential contenders ear--
Lier this year.

Referring to the Post sto-
ry, Patman said, “This is an
attempt to substitute espio-
nage for political discussion. :ly in the Oval Office, pure
It is a chapter out of the'po- | and undefiled, without know-
litical handbooks of the to-. l ing anything that is goingon
talitarian  countries.” “lin the Republican National

Held Responsible Committee . . . It’s his com-

“President Nixon is in Mittee, not my committee,

control of his own campaign. 10f your committee. If he

He is Tesponsible,” Patman doesn’t know what’s going

said. . on in his committee, how
Sen. George McGovern ©2n he know what’s going on

said in Detroit “I’ve heard o the country?”

reports for months about the Patman, who last week

Administration engaging in "o voted down by his com-
tactics of this kind. mittee when he sought to

T : launch a full - scale investi-
This is the warning that

" S 2 gation of the Watergate inci-
T've been giving about the dent, said he is renewing
that effort.

Special Session

Calling on Nixon to ‘open
up the records of his cam-
paign organization, Patman
said he was sumypning his
committee to a special ses-

corruption exists?”

~ Shriver Reply
Asked whether he believed
Nixon was aware of the al-
leged incidents, Shriver
said:

Watergate thing, that it is
not an isolated incident,” he
said, adding, “This is the
thing that the American peo-
ple have to understand
about the significance of the
Watergate case.”

Fends Off Questions

“I don’t believe that the
President is sitting innocent- -

"neral John Mitchell,

sion Thursday and would -

~

At the White House, press
secretary Ronald Ziegler
fended off questions about
the Post account, saying
they had already been dealt
with by the Committee for
the Re-Electlon of the Presi-
dent.

Beyond thaf, Ziegle;'
would only refer to past Nix-
on statements disavowing
any connection with the
Watergate case, saying that
no one presently employed
in the White House was in-
volved and calling the wire-
tapping attempt at Demo-
cratic headquarters a ‘“re-
prehensible activity.”

Sargent Shriver, McGov-
ern’s running mate, said he
has no personal knowledge
of the incident but said:

D

can occur before you believe 2 o ey Timom alisho

appear.

He urged Nixon to require
that all presidential aides be
available to answer ques-
tions and ‘‘to reveal publicly -
what has gone on behind the
backs of the American peo-
ple.”

' Patman said he had asked

“four witnesses to appear

Thursday: Maurice Stans,
Nixon’s re-election finance
chief; former Attorney Ge-
who
stepped out in July as
over-all campaign chief but
remains a top consultant to
Nixon; Clark MacGregor,
current head of the Commit-
tee for the Re-election of the
President, and John Dean,
White House staffer who
conducted an in-house inves-
tigation of the Watergate in-
cident.

GAOQ Probe Set »

Patman said he had con-
sulted with the General Ac-
counting Office, which is
charged wth enforcement of
a new federal election law,
and that the GAO had
agreed to reopen its own in-
vestigation of Nixon fi-
nances, already linked to the
Watergate. '

The GAO investigation,

" Patman said, ‘“‘is under way
at this hour.”

“We now know that Presi-
dent Nixon’s campaign has
included massive esplonage
and harassment of the Dem-
ocratic Party and its candi-

dates,”
-

Patman said.



