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"Huge GOP Political

oFBfanfied Reported

Files
Of FBI
Quoted

WASHINGTON
(UPI) — The Washington
Post
sources including FBI
and Justice Department

—

files as saying that Presi-

dent Nixon’s campggn
committee had planned
political espionage"
against” the Democrats
smce mid-1971.

“The Nizon forces, usmg
funds from GOP campaign
contributions, attempted to
discredit individual Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
dates and disrupt their cam-
paigns,” according to feder-
al investigators. :

~The Post said the Water-
gate investigation “definite-.

ly established that virtually

all the acts against the Dem-
ocrats - were financed by a
secret, fluctuating $350,-
.000-$700,000 campaign fund
that was controlled by for-
mer Attorney General John
Mitchell . . . (and) kept in
a safe in the office of the
‘President’s chief fund rais-
er, former Commerce Secre-
tary Maurice Stans.

Called “Fiction”

. A spokesman for Nixon’s
campaign committee said,

“the Post story is not only
fiction but a collection of ab- '

surdities.”

The Post said the sabotage .
campaign included these ac-

tivities: )

@ Following members of
Democratic candidates’ fam
ilies.

@ Forging letters and dis-
tributing them under the
ca-ndidate’s letterhead.

© Leaking false and

“manufactured’” news to the

press. ]
@ Fouling up candidates’ -
campaign schedules.

today quoted

-and

@ Seizing conf1deut1al
campaign files.

o Investigating ‘the Iives !

of dozens of Democratic
campalgn workers.

"The FBI turned up all this
information, according to
the Post, in the course of its

/investigation into ‘the
preak-in and bugging at

Démocratic national head-

quarters last June 17. A fed-

eral grand jury has ‘indicted
seven men, including two
former White House aides,
but their trial and action on
a multimillion-dollar dam-
age suit filed by the Demo-
crats have been delayed un-
til after the Nov. 7 elections.
‘ ‘Intelligence work’ is nor-

mal during a campaign and
is said to be carried out by,

both political parties,” the

* Post said, “but the investi-
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gators said what they uncov-
ered goes.far beyond what is
normal, and is unprecedent-
ed in its extent and intensi-
ty.” .

‘Sources Listed

The Post listed among its
sources FBI and Justice De-

‘partment files; Assistant At-

torney General Alex B. Shi-
pley of Tennesses; and three

.lawyers — Roger Lee Nixt

Jof Dennison, Iowa, Kenneth

 Griffiths of Atlanta and Pe-

. ter Dixon of San Francisco.
The newspaper said. the .

"espionage campaign was un-

covered when five men were
arrested June 17 inside
Democratic national head-

 quarters -in the 'Watergate'

building.

The five, a Whlte House
aide and an attorney  for
Nixon’s campaign commit-
tee — hoth of whom re-
signed shortly after the ar-
rests — were indicted in Au-
gust on charges of burglary
illegal electronic sur-
veillance.

. “Offensive Security”
‘ “Both at the White House

and within the President’s
re-election committee,” the
Post said, .“‘the mtelhgence-
sabotage operation was
‘commonly called the ‘offen-
sive security’ program of
the Nixon forces, accordlng
to investigators.

“Perhaps the most 51gmf1-
cant finding of the whole-
Watergate investigation, the
investigators say, was that
numerous acts or political
.sabotage and spying were
all traced to this ‘offensive
security,” which was con-
ceived and directed in the
White House and by Presi-
dent Nixon’s re - election
committee,”

A K&y flgut'e in the politi-
cal espionage, according to
the Post report, was Donald -
H. Segretti, a former Treas-
ury Department lawyer who
lives in Marina Del Rey,
Calif.

The Post said a.reporter
interviewed Segretti- last
week and he denied know-
ledge of any political espio-
nage. But the Post quoted
Shipley, Nixt, Griffiths and
Dixon as saying Segretti ap-
proached them.

Shipley said Segrettl
talked in general terms
when he first raised the sub-
ject while driving to Dulles
Airport in June, 1071.
“It was very Sstrange,”
Shipley told the Post, “three
quarters of the way to the
airport I said, ‘Well, who
will we be working for?’ He
said, ‘Nixon’ and ! was real-
ly taken aback; because all
the actions he had talked
about would have taken
place in the Democratic pri-
maries. He said the main
purpose was that the Demo-
crats have an ability to get
back together after a knock-
down, drag-out campaign.
What we want to do is wreak
enough havoc s 0 they
can’t,”

Shu;ley said Segretti sug-
gested such dlsruptlons as:

“When a rally is sched-

uled at 7 p.m. at a local coli- |

seum by a particular candi-
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date, you call up and repre-
sent to the manager that
you’re the field manager for
this candidate and you have
some information that some
rowdies . . . are going to
cause trouble. So you ask
him to move the rally up to
9 o’clock—thereby insuring
that the place would be pad-
locked when the candidate
showed up at 7.”

The Post said FBI reports
show that no less than 50

. “undercover Nixon opera-

tives traveled throughout
the country trying to distupt
and spy on Democratic cam-
paigns” under the ‘offen-
sive security” program.




