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Faked Letter by Nixon Aie

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
The Washington Post quotes
White House press aide Ken.
W. Clawson as saying that
he fabricated a letter accus-
ing Sen. Edmund S. Muskie
of a racial slur during Mus-
kie’s campaign in the New
Hampshire premden’aal pri-
mary.

The letter was one exam-
ple of a campaign of sabo-
tage conceived by President
Nixon’s re-election cam-
paign and aimed at Demo-
cratic presidential contend-
ers throughout this year’s
primary elections, the news-

paper said in today's edi-
tions.

‘The Post report also de-
tailed alleged attempts by
Donald Herbert Segretti to
recruit at least three attor-
neys to disrupt Democratic
campaign activities during
the primaries. The Post said

-Segretti has been identified

in FBI reports as ‘‘an opera-

tive of the Nixon re-election -

organization:”

The letter Clawson alleg-
edly wrote accused Muskie
of condoning a racial slur
against  Americans of
French-Canadian descent

during a campaign appear-
ance in Florida.

The letter, to the editor of
the Manchester, N.H., Un-
jon-Leader was signed by a
Paul Morrison of Deerfield
Beach, Fla., who has never
been located.

Publication of the letter in
the Union-Leader, which op-
posed Muskie, prompted the
senator to denounce the
newspaper’s policies in the
now-famous . tearful speech
in front of the newspaper of-
fices. Muskie’s standing in
the polls began to decline
shortly afterward.
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disturbed.
The alleged Segretti in-

volvement was spelled out

s chree attorneys who said
.the 30 year old former
ireasury Department law-
yer solicited their help as

said. All three said they
were offered ‘‘big jobs’ in
government if they would
cooperate, but all refused,
the Post said.

One of the lawyers, Alex
B. Shipley, a Democrat and
now an assistant attorney
general of Tennessee, said
Segretti suggested such dis-
ruptions as:

- “When a rally is sched-

The Post said that Claw-
son, deputy director of
White House communica-
tions, told reporter Marilyn
Berger in a Sept. 25 conver-
sation that “I wrote the let- |
ter.”

The newspaper said Claw-
son, a former Post reporter,
was questioned again yester-
day and denied that he had
admitted writing the letter.
“I know nothing about it,” |
he told the Post in the later
interview.

Clawson could not bwe
reachied for comment last

“night. A reporter who tele- |

- phoned his home. was told |

uled at 7 p.m. at a local coli-
seum by a particular candi-
date, you call up and repre-
‘sent to the manager that
you're the field manager for
this candidate and you have
some information that some
rowdies . . . are going to
cause trouble. So you ask
him to move the rally up to
9 o’clock—thereby insuring
that the place would be pad-
locked “when the cand.ldate
showed up at 7.”




