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Nixon Stands

By Stans in

Bugging Case .
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Washington

The White House said
yvesterday President Nixon
has complete trust in his
chief campaign fund rais-
er, Maurice H. Stans in the
face of an investigation in-
to ties between contribu-
tions and a man arrested
for breaking into the
Democrats’ headquarters.

Stans, former commerce
secretary who is now fi-
nance chairman of the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President, continued to
remain out of sight and the
White House said Mr. Nixon
had no plans to meet with

Stans did have lunch in
the private White House din-
ing room yesterday but a
White House spokesman
said he did not see the Presi-
dent. The spokesman de-
clined tc name Stans’ lunch-
€01 companions.

REGRETS

Stans continued to refuse
to discuss the case with re-

porters. His secretary said .

Stans ‘‘regrets deeply that
so many innocent people are
being bandied about in the
headlines.”

But she said the former
cabinet official believes it
would be “inappropriate”
“for him to discuss the mat-
ter publicly while it is stili
under investigation.

At issue is a $25,000 cash-
ier’s check made out to Ken-
neth H. Dahlberg, the com-
mittee’s Midwest finance
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chairman. Uanlperg said ine
check — representing contri-
butions he coliected — was
turned over to Stans.

But # later turned up in
the Florida bank account of
Bernard L. Barker, one of
five men arrested in the
June 17 burglary and at-
tempted bugging of Demo-
cratic headguarters.

CONFIDENCE

White press secretary
Ronald L. Ziegler told re-
porters Mr. Nixon has full

confidence in Stans and is -

satisfied the FBI and the
Justice Department will ad-
equately investigate. the af-
fair. | '

“The President has said
. that this type of activity has
. no place in the political pre-
- cess,” Ziegler added.

Phillip S. Hughes, director
of the Office of Federal
Elections, said Thursday his
auditors locking into the
case have been unable to
iind any record that the re-
election committee received
or spent the $25,000.

“In my judgment, failure
to report either the receipt
or expenditure of the funds
constitutes a violation of the
{(new campaign contribu-
tions) act,” Hughes said.
“But I'm not sure they ha-
ven't reported it. We just
can’t find it. That’s what the
aqudit is about.”

Hughes said that although
the money was collected be-
fore the new law went into
effect, it was received by
the commiltee — according
to Dahlberg — on April 11,

~wnen the law was four days

old.

Hughe said his aifors
have talked to Stans and he
believes Stans remembers
the $25,060 check.
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