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International

The people of Pakistan apparently will
decide in a referendum whether Prime
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto should re-
main in office. The referendum was
recommended by the Prime Minister in
an address to the National Assembly.
He did not say how soon the referen-
dum could be organized. The first step
would be an amendment to the con-
stitution. The Prime Minister has been
in power since 1971. He was re-elected
last March in an election that the op-
position Pakistan National Alliance in-
sists was rigged. [Page 1, Column 1.}

+ -@

Restoration within a few days of vir-
tually all of Saudi Arabia’s oil produc-
tion following a fire at the major
Abqaiq oilfield was expected by offi-
cials of the Arabian American Oil Com-
pany, which operates all the Saudi
Arabian fields. The fire broke out
Wednesday and engulfed a one-square-
mile area, forcing the shutdown of
as much as three quarters of the
country’s oil production, more than
was officially reported, the officials
said. [1:5.]
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Dolores Ibarruri, La Pasionaria of civil
war days, returned to Spain after 38
yvears of exile in the Soviet Union.
Her return home at age 81 was made
possible by the legalization of the
Communist Party in Spain by the
Government of Prime Minister Adolfo
Sudérez. [1:2-4.]

National

It was *“a major move in the right di-
rection,” President Carter said when he
signed two bills that are expected to
create more than a million jobs pri-
marily for construction workers and
young people. The bills, a key part of
the Presidents’ economic program, au-
thorized the expenditure of $4 billion
for public works construction and ap-
propriated $20 billion for funding that
program and other public service
employment. [1:4-5.]

His criticism of the Carter Administra-
tion’s domestic policies, Senator George
McGovern said, represented “the main-
stream of the Democratic Party,” not
a few unhappy liberals as President
Carter suggested. “It isn’t as though I
invented the unrest,” the Senator said.
He recalled that President Carter had
once thought well enough of him to
make two attempts to be chosen
as his Presidential running mate in
1972, [1:3-4.]

New Hampshire released the last of the
Seabrook antinuclear demonstrators
from their armory prisons. Under an
agreement between the demonstrators’
Clamshell Alliance and the Rockingham
County prosecutor, the demonstrators
pleaded not guilty to trespassing
charges, were found guilty in mass
trials, then were released on their own
recognizance pending their automatic
appeal trials. {1:1-2.]

Metropolitan

New York and New Jersey and other
depressed states will benefit from the
Administration plan to enlarge and ex-
tend the special-aid program for areas
with high unemployment. The House
approved the plan 243 to 94 after de-
cisively turning back an attempt by
Middle Western, Western and Southemn
Congressmen to cut New York's ex-
pected share of the national allotment
from 21.5 percent to 17 percent, and
New Jersey's from 6 percent to 3.5
percent. The Senate has approved a
nerally similar version of the House
ill, [1:6.1

A compromise marijuana bill in the
New York State Legislature that would
remove criminal penalties for the pos-
session of small amounts of marijuana
has been jeopardized by a vigorous
lobbying effort by the Conservative
Party. Opponents of the bill have also
threatened political reprisals against
individual legislators. [1:3.]

To keep the securities industry in New
York City, Mayor Beame proposed
phasing out the effects of the stock
transfer tax over four years beginnnig
in the 1978-79 fiscal year. He proposed
eliminating the effects of the tax rather
than the tax itself because the pro-
ceeds of the levy, expected to yield
$250 million this year, are pledged to
debt service on bonds of the Municipal
Agsistance Corporation. Under the pro-
posal a system of credits or rebates
will be granted to relieve brokers and
traders of any costs. [1:6.]

Business/Finance

The prime commercial bankinzi rate
was raised to 614 percent from 6% per-
cent by major banks across the coun-
try. This was the first increase in the
rate—charged on loans to corporations
—since last Dec. 13. It was brought
about by the recent rapid growth in
the demand for credit and higher
rates that the banks pay on large
deposits. [25:5-6.]
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The economy is on a “sound growth
path” that wil] extend well into 1978,
the nation’s top business executives
who make up the Business Council said
at the opening of their semiannual
meeting in Hots Springs, Va. Consumer
prices are expected to rise, though, and
the council’s executive committee en-
dorsed what one of their associates
said was a pressing need for “a strong
signal from the Administration that
it will seek to lower the tax burden
on the productive sector of the
economy.” [25:6.]
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Cancellation of a 5 percent oil price
increase that was to become effective
in July has reportedly been agreed to
by 11 members of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries as part
of an apparent compromise toward
ending their price war with Saudi
Arabia. The authoritative Middle East
Economic Survey quoted OPEC sources
as having said the 11-member majority
of the oil cartel made a “firm decision™
to freeze their prices. [25:3-4.]
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Stock prices advanced moderately de-
spite an increase in the commercial
banks’ prime rate that had been ex-
pected to put a damper on trading. The
Dow Jones industrial average moved
up 2.80 points to 928.34. [25:1-2.]
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“The Conservatives have done a job
and are continuing to do a job. It's
extremely irritating.”—State Senator H,
Douglas Barclay, acknowledging the
Conservative Party’s effort to block
liberalization of marijuana laws. [1:3.]
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CORRECTION

In‘an article in The Times yesterday
on a trial involving mail openings by
the Central Intelligence Agency, two
attorneys for the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, Melvin L. Wulf and Burt
Neuborne, were erroneously identified
as representing two of the defendants.
They represented two of the plaintiffs,
those whose mail had been opened.



