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International

Major changes in attitude toward the
export of nuclear materials were an-
nounced by France. Although a com-
muniqué released by the Government
gave no specifics, it did indicate a will-
ingness by the French to cooperate
with the United States in seeking to
prevent the use of nuclear materials
and equipment for the construction of

¢ weapons. [Page 1, Column 6.]

L ]
Three Palestinians seized five hostages

in the Syrian Embassy in Rome, seri-

ously wounding one of them. The three,
who were protesting Syria’s interven-
tion in Lebanon, surrendered after two
hours when, according to a Syrian offi-
cial, they realized the Ambassador was
not in theé embassy. A similar raid was
reported against the Syrian Embassy in
Islamabad, Pakiistan, but the attackers
there 'were intercepted by police
guards. [1:3.]
L]

- A storm of protest has arisen in South

Africa over a threat by the Government
to prosecute eight white rugby players
for joining black players in a match.

" Opponents of the country’s apartheid

policies fear the move will worsen the
relations between the Government and
the country’s blacks. The countiry’s new

- sports policy does not allow blacks and

whites to play on the same team except
in international competition. [[1:4-5.]

L]

The ban on the sale of some sophisti-
cated American military equipment to
Israel has been lifted by President Ford,
and he has ordered a speed-up in the
delivery of other equipment already
ordered by the Israelis. The decision
was made and given to the Israelis on
Saturday, but Mr. Ford used a.visit by
the Israeli Foreign Minister to ‘discuss
the move before the press. [1:4-5.]

L ]
The hiring of unqualified persons for
United Nations posts was charged by
the United States, whose representa-
tive in the budget committee said Sec-
retary General Kurt Waldheim had
yielded to pressure from some countries

that wanted posts for its citizens. The
criticism was seen as noteworthy be-
cause Mr. Waldheim is nearing the end
of his term. [3:2-3.]

National

Federal spending has fallen below what
the Government planned for this year
and economists are beginning to be-
lieve that this may be one of the main
causes of the weakening of the eco-
nomic recovery.. The Government’s own
experts do mot know why it cannot
spend its money faster and they are
estimating that the “shortfall” could
amount to 8 percent of the budget dur-
ing the July-September quarter. [1:1-2.]
. .
Proposing massive cuts in state aid to
localities, Gov. David H. Pryor of Ar-
kansas told the legislature that he
wanted o return control of finances to
local wofficials who are closest to the
people. Mr. Pryor said he would ask
the legislature to hold increases for
state spending for education to a mini-
mum. The Governor said his plan would
give local citizens the final decision
about local services, [18:1.]
®

Jimmy Carter marched in a.Columbus
Day parade in Chicago, but he was
often lost from view in the midst of
politicians; secunity agents, policemen
rand reporters as the parade, organized
by Mayor Daley, moved down State
Street. [20:1-3.] While President Ford
participated in Columbus Day cere-
monies in Washington, a group of his
political counselors accused Jimmy Car-
ter of overly aggressive behavior in
the campaign. [20:4.]

Metropolitan

Thousands marched up Fifth Avenue in
the annual Columbus Day parade. In-
cluded in the march were Stephen Ford,
the President’s son, and Senator Mon-
dale, the Democratic Vice-Presidential
candidate. Some local Democrats com-
plained that the Secret Service had de-

layed the entry of their party’s group
into the parade, and others said the

sponsors had given the President’s son

a better position up front. [1:3-5.]

L]
Opening its 92d season, the Metropoli-
tan Opera presented “Il Trovatore” to

an audience of celebrated people, in- |

cluding many politicians. The opera
faces a money problem, needing to
raise $12.7 million this year, or $4 mil-
lion more than last year. And, to make
this season different, it has a triumvi-
rate in charge—John Dexter, the direc-
tor of production; Anthony A. Bliss, the
executive director and money raiser;
and James Levine, the new music di-
rector of the opera. [1:1-3.] ;

; ®
Differences over the definition of dis-
ability have forced New York State and
its localities to keep 11,600 people on
the state’s own home-relief rolls with-
out Federal aid. The extra cost, half
paid by the state and half by New York
City and upstate counties, is running
at $31.4 million a year, along with
Medicaid costs of $5.8 million, accord-
ing to the State Commissioner of Social
Services. [1:1-2.]

Business/Finance

Theé almost 75-point drop in the Dow
Jones industruial average over the last
three weeks has left Wall Street search-
ing for the reasons. Most @analysts be-
lieve that the recent spate of bad eco-
nomic news is directly related to the
slump, while others say that the inde-
cisiveness of the Presidential election

. polls brought & strong emotional tone

to the market. Still others said the Dow
Jones has overstated the drop, just as

it does a market rise, [49:4.]

L ]

Steel production dropped to.its lowest
levels since early January in thé week
ending Saturday, the American Iron
and Steel Institute reported. Industry
analysts appeared to be concerned over
the degline in production, and one
noted that the Ford Motor Company
strike was a factor. [49:5-6.]

i
Stock prices continued their downward
trend, with the Dow Jones industrial
average losing 11.56 points to close at
940.82. [47:6.] Credit prices remained
stable in very slow trading in the few
markets that were open. [51:5-6.]1 Com-
modity prices declined in Chicago, led
by a drop in soybean futures. [58:5.]
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