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International

Following a Palestinian refusal to nego-
tiate, Syrian and Lebanese Christian
forces opened a new attack on the Pal-
estinian forces near Beirut. At stake in

the battle is a ridge that would com- .

plete the encirclement of the Moslem
section of Beirut. The Palestinians re-
portedly refused a Syrian demand that
they withdraw and return to refugee
camps. [Page 1, Column 6.]
[ ]

An appeal from Moscow for.the with-
drawal of Syrian troops from Lebanon
has been rejected by President Hafez
al-Assad. A close aide to the President
said the appeal had come directly from
Leonid I. Brezhnev, the Communist
Party leader. He said there was nothing

to confirm a report that the Russians )

had reduced or had threatened to re-
duce aid to Syria. [4:3.] )
L ]

Most West German campaigning ended
‘with a burst of bitter words and rosy
statistics broadcast in a nearly four-
hour TV debate among leaders of the
four main parties. The election tomor-
row is expected to be a tight battle

between Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, a
Social Democrat, and Helmut Kohl, the -

Christian Democratic leader. [6:4-5.]

National

A restriction on the use of Medicaid
funds for abortions was blocked by
Federal judges only hours after the hiil
containing the restrictions had become
law. The judges, in New York City
and in Washington, issued temporary
restraining orders and the judge in
New York said he would rule within 20
days on the granting of a preliminary

injunction barring - implementation of -

the restriction until a court decision on
its constitutionality. [1:2.]

[ ]
Terminally ill persons received the right
to authorize the withdrawal of life-
sustaining procedures under a Cali-
fornia law signed by Gov. Edmund G.
®rown. The controversial law, which
was: supported by the state’s medical

association and. many other civic and

 religious groups, has strict guidelines

to insure that the patient is both com-
petent to make the authorization and
is indeed terminally ill. [1:3-4.]
L ]

Agriculture Secretary Larl L. Butz was
severely reprimanded by President
Ford for making “highly offensive” ra-
cial remarks. Ron Nessen, the White
House spokesman, said Mr. Buiz would

- make a public apology for the remarks.
- The incident stemmed from a pub-

lished report of a joke Mr. Butz had
made about black voters while on an
airliner. [1:5.]

Jimmy Carter moved to bring his cam-
paign back to its original roots in a

-series of speeches. The Democratic

candidate mixed an attack on Presi-

dents Ford and Nixon—accusing them

of inflicting great harm on America—
with his affirmaation of the country’s
ability to survive if he is elected. The
speeches were said to be the result of
a stralegy session in Plans, Ga., in
which the candidate and his aides de-
cided what the campaign needed was
Jimmy Carter being himself, [1:4-6.]

- .
The F.B.I. investigation into alleged
campaign financing irregularities in-
volving President Ford has been com-
pleted and a report is being prepared
that shows no substantial evidence that
would support criminal charges, ac-
cording to Government sources. The re-
port must be reviewed by the Water-
gate special prosecutor. [1:3-4.]

Metropolitan
Off-duty police officers demonstrated at
City Hall in protest against the Beame
administration’s refusal to grant them
deferred raises and better work
schedules. The Police Department an-
nounced that six police officers would
receive disciplinary hearings for al-

legedly being disorderly in earlier

demonstritions, [1:1.]

" The -policemen’s union will not be able

to get anything more from New York
City than they have been offered and
turned down, the leaders of other pub-
lic employee unions believe. They also
said that someone in the union has to
tell this to the rank and file: that al]
the other unions had agreed to the
wage-increase deferral the police offi-
cers are trying to break and- that it
would be dangerous politically for any
other union leader if the policemen won
their point. [40:2-3.]

L ] 2
A “saddened” Police Commissioner
stood in the rain outside City Hall be-
ing booed by demonstrating members
of his department. After the demon-
stration, the Commissioner, Michael
J. Codd, said that the recent protests
and”disorders by off-duty police offi-
cers had eroded public respect for the
department. [1:1-2.]

. -
A movie scheduled to be shown tonight
at the New York Film Festival was or-
dered withdrawn by Customs officials,
who declared it obscene. Festival offi-
cials protested the order for the re-
moval and confiscation of the Japanese
film, “In the Realm. of the Senses,” but
said it would not be shown. [1:2.].

Business/Finance
A major policy shift in the strategic’
stockpile program was announced by
the Federal Government. The new
policy is aimed at assuring a three-
year, instead of the previous one-year,
supply of critical materials in event of

-a major war. [31:1.]

L ]
* The largest merger proposed in the na-

tion’s history: will not he challenged
by the Justice Department. After
weighing whether such a merger might
have -an" anticompetitive impact on the
nuclear-steam supply market, the de-
partment announced it would not con-
test the General Electric Company’s
projected $2 billion acquisition of Utah
International Inc. [31:5.]
L

Stock prices suffered their largest one-
week decline of 1976. The Dow Jones
industrial average dropped 10.30 points
to 979.89, to register a decline of near-
ly 30 points for the week. [31:6.1
Corn, wheat and soybean prices fell un-
der pressure of hedge selling. [37:3-4.]
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