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The Major Events of the Day

International

At least one black man was reported killed
invthe South African coal-mining center of
Witbank, 75 miles east of Johannesburg,
when police reinforcements were rushed to
the scene of serious rioting. Reports said
about 3,000 black youths had poured out of
black ‘townships and attacked people and
buildings in areas occupied by Indians and
people of mixed descent. [Page 1, Col. 3.]

The price of gold on the London market
has tumbled nearly 12 percent in only five
business days. Experts in London say that
unless the price recovers quickly there will
be political as well as economic conse-
quences for South Africa, the leading pro-
ducer, as well as difficulties for the Soviet
Union, also a major producer, which had
been selling large quantities of gold to pay
for wheat. [1:4.]

The British Cabinet held emergency meet-
ing on proposed cuts in public spending as
unemployment reached the highest point in
any month since World War 1I—6.3 percent,
regarded by supporters of Britain’s welfare
state as intolerable. Although Government
spokesmen pointed to other signs of success
in its anti-inflation strategy, the Labor
Party’s left wing, which had been support-
ing stringent limits on wage increases, were
unhappy and putting more pressure on the
Labor Government. [4:4-5.]

National

The robot explorer craft Viking made the
first successful landing on the planet Mars
and began transmitting spectacular photo-
graphs of a rocky, wind-scoured desert
plain, site of the first direct search for life
on another world, At the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif,, the Viking
project manager found it incredible that “all
worked so perfectly” at the end of a voyage
of nearly half a billion miles taking 11
months, Scientists agreed that the primary
material in the landing area is probably vol-
conic in origin, modified by meteoric im-
pacts, the winds of the thin Martian atmo-
sphere and possibly water erosion. [1:1-8.]

The first definitive analysis of the atmos-
phere of Mars; contains a big surprise—
that argon, an inert gas +that had been
thought to account for as much as 30 per-
cent, now appears to be about 3 percent,
compared with the earth’s 1 percent., There

‘the State Commission of

are many long-sought clues to the planet's
history, including the possibility of enough
water beneath the surface to cover it a
mile deep. [1:5-7.]

President Ford made substantial gains in
delegate strength to pull within 18 of the
total needed for a first-ballot nomination at
the Republican National Convention. His
campaign spokesman dismissed a claim from

‘Reagan headquarters that the challenger had

10 more than the number needed for nom-
ination. The New York Times calculated a
net gain of 10 for Mr. Ford and one for
Mr. Reagan. [1:1-2.]

The General Accounting Office, a Con-
gressional investigating unit, accused the
Food and Drug Administration, makers of
pharmaceuticals, doctors and research scien-
tists of exposing humans to unnecessary
risks in the testing of new drugs. It said the
procedures could also lead to F.D.A. ap-

proval for public use based on “inaccurate .

and unreliable data.” [1:1.]

The chairman of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee,” Russell B. Long, promised it would
have a new opportunity to vote for or
against each of 73 separate provisions of the
pending tax bill, most of which benefit
just one company or industry. This followed
a heated session in which Senator Edward
M. Kennedy was a leading foe of narrow-
interest tax legislation. [1:1.]

Metropolitan

The Appellate Division of the State Su-
preme Court in Brooklyn reinstated the per-
jury indictments obtained by Maurice H.
Nadjari while special prosecutor against
Judge Paul P. Rao Sr. of the United States
Customs Court; his son, Paul Jr, and an-
other lawyer, Paul Nigrone. The late State
Supreme Court Justice John M. Murtagh
dismissed them on the mqoczam of prejudicial
statements to the grand jury by undercover
agents as insufficient evidence. [1:1-2.]

Con ditions in the state-prision in Attica,
N.Y., were described as “jlist as bad, per-
haps worse” than just before the 1971 in-
mate rebellion that was suppressed with a
loss of 43 lives. The description came from
the chief of @ team sent into the prison by
Correction last
week following the most recent outhrealk
of violence there. The official said, “What
we have is a combat situation.” [1:3-4.]
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Quotation of the Day

“Even in a place chosen for its blandness, for
safety reasons, Mars is an extraordinarily interesting
“place.”—Dr. Carl Sagan of -Cornell University, an as-
tronomer on the team of scientists studying Viking
I's photographs of Mars. [12:1.]
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CORRECTIONS

An article in The Times on
Monday reported incorrectly
that Costa Rica and Hon-
duras had ben involved in
the 1969 conflict known as
the “soccer war.”” The two
nations in that conflict were
Honduras and El Salvador.

°

An article in The Times on
April 7 incorrectly described
Batry A. Scliwartz, an assist-
ant district attorney in
Queens, as the trial lawyer
in a case charging Lee Myles
Transmissions with. posses-
sion of stolen automobile
engines, Mr, Schwartz was
associate counsel-in the prep-
aration of a brief to appeal
the case.



