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International

A pressure group against the Ford Ad-
ministration’s plans to transfer' control of
the American-built Panama Canal to the
Republic of Panama is gradually growing
and includes two potential Presidential can-
didates—Ronald Reagan and George Wal-
lace. A concerned Government official in
Washington said the “Panama Canal lobby”
confronts the Administration with a serious
problem. What it lacks in cohesiveness of
of disparate elements it makes up for in
virulent rhetoric. [Page 1, Columns 1-2.]

National

A nationwide public opinion poll last
weekend by The New York Times and CBS
News indicated that most Americans dis-
agree with President Ford’s assumptions that
New York City's financial crisi¢ is a special
case and that default would have only local
impact. By margins of more than 2 to 1,
those surveyed said New Yorl’s problems
resembled those of other cities and that de-
fault would have an impact on the national
economy. Among Republicans, a majority
felt the impact would be national. [1:2-3.]

Senator Frank Church, head of a commit-
tee investigating Federal intelligence agen-
cies, rejected President Ford’s request that
the panel keep secret its findings of Central
Intelligence Agency involvement in attempts
to assassinate foreign heads of state. He
wrote to Mr. Ford, noting the committee’s
vote to submit the repert to the full Sen-

ate and, if it did not object, to make it pub-,

lic. The White House said the President
would appeal to each Senator to keep the
report confidential. [1:7.]

White House officials close to both men
said Vice President Rockefeller would cam-
paign actively for President Ford’s nomina-
tion as the Republican candidate next year.

It was reported that before Mr. Ford's Mon--

day night news conference he telephoned
Mr. Rockefeller to ask if he could count on
active and continued political support and
received an affirmative answer. However,
sources close to Mr. Rockefeller said he
would not campaign with any great en-
thusiasm for Mr., Ford. [1:2-3.]

Metropolitan _

in some dreas in New York and Connecticut
turned out at the polls in larger numbers
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than expected. Over-all, election officials
stuck to predittions of a low tunrout even
by off-year standards. A Board of Elections
official estimated no moré than 15 per-cent

~of the city’s 3,057,792 registered voters took

part. This was ascribed to voting on issues
such as City Charter revisions and state con-
stitutional amendments rather than.on can-
didates. Elsewhere in the state and in Con-
necticut, with ..county and town officials
also on the ballot, the turnout was expected
to be higher, but only about 50 per cent of
those registered. [1:8.] =

District Attorney Eugene Gold of Brook-
lyn will seek an indictment of Stanley
Steingut, Speaker of the State Assembly,
and his son, Robert, a City Councilman at
Large, for election law violations, according
to sources .close. to_the.investigation. They
said Mr. Gold ‘was expected to charge the
grand jury within 4 fetv days. [1:1.]

The Métrapblitan 'Assistance Corporation
is considering a proposal to require holders
of $1.4 billion.in city- notes to exchange
them for longer-term ‘securities. It is under
study along with plans for'a voluntary ex-
change.” Legal -experts have said that re-
quiring holders to accept new bonds rather
than cash is tantamount to default. [1:5.]

Dr. ArthuriF. Burns, chairman of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board, told the Senate Banking
Committee that he was not yet convinced
of a clear need for Federal financial aid to
New York City. He said his concern over
possible consequences of a default had in-
greased in the last three months and again

1 the last three weeks but he did not yet

believe it would be wise for Congress to

_pass legislation aiding the city. He dis-

counted . various pessimistic predictions
about the consequences of default. [1:4.]

The fate of a $922 million bond issue pro-
posed by Governor Byrne and the New Jer-
sey Legislature was in doubt on the basis of
early scattered returns from the referendum
election in the state. The political prestige of
the Democratic Governor, seeking to break
a series of setbacks since taking office, was
also at stake. [1:6-7.]

Federal Bureau of Investigation agents
and New York City police officers arrested
two of the three members of a gang sus-
pected of getting more than $1 million in

years. Both were arraigned, but the pre-
sumed ringleader was still at large. [1:7-8.]
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CORRECTIONS

- In an article in 'The New
.York Times yesterday, the
lawyer for Mrika Mrnaci, a
"110-year-old Albanian wo-
man, applying for United
States citizenship, was incor-
réctly identified. He is J.
"Michael Greenberg.

L)

A report in The New York
Times yesterday about the
third-quarter  earnings - of
MCA Inc. incorrectly gave
the amount of revenues the
company realized on reitals
of the motion picture “Jaws”
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in the United States and
Canada through Oct. 31. The
correct figure is $95 million.




