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The Major Events of the Day

International

In sharp contrast to Secretary of State
Kissinger's expressed confidence in the out-
come of the talks with the Soviet Union on
strategic arms limitations, several authori-
tative Administration officials say the talks
are in trouble. Among the unresolved issues
that some believe are of first-order im-
portance are the Soviet Backfire bomber, the
American air-breathing cruise missile and
the definition of a large missile. Some of
these issues arose because they were not
properly considered at the Vladivostok ne-
gotiations last November. [Page 1, Col. 5.]

Renewed violent clashes in downtown
Beirut between right-wing Christian gun-
men and Palestinians emptied the streets,
closed banks that had reopened Tuesday and
caused 12 reported deaths. It came as Arab
foreign ministers were meeting in Cairo to
consider the Lebanese crisis. Syria, Libya
and the Palestine Liberation Organization
boycotted the meeting, The Christian Pha-
langist party in Lebanon is seeking to re-
open the question of Palestinian guerrilla
presence in the country. [1:2.]

President Giovanni Leone sent Italy's
Parliament the first state of the union mes-
sage in 12 years, reporting dire conditions
of corruption, crime, bureaucracy, absen-
teeism and a host of other ills. His aides
said he broke the traditional presidential
silence because of a general crisis in Italy
and his feeling that although he should be
above politics he should tell members to
open their eyes to the problems and tackle
them. There were indications he was hoping
to revitalize his faltering Christian Demo-
cratic party. [3:1-2.]

A report from the special Watergate pros-
ecutor’s office said responsibility for erasure
of the key recorded conversation between
former President Nixon and his chief of
staff, H. R, Haldeman, about the Watergate
break-in in 1972 had not been established.
It concluded that “a very small number of
persons” were responsible. but the investi-
gators were unable to get enough evidence
to prosecute any individual. The report, also
listing other unresolved questions. is not
final because Attorney General Edward H.
Levi has ordered the office to be kept intact
for appeals and a few pending matteds. [1:1.]
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President Ford’s chief of staff has asked
the Secret Service for a full report explain-
ing why the President’s limousine was
struck broadside by another vehicle in
Hartford. The Hartford police took the
blame for leaving an intersection uncovered,
which allowed the car that struck the Pres-
ident’s to go through. [1:3-4.]

The Commerce Department reported a rise
in business inventories in August following
six months of massive inventory liquidation,
as further strong evidence of economic re-
covery. Reflecting an earlier pickup in sales,
both retailers and wholesalers substantially
increased their stocks more than offsetting
continued inventory reduction by manufac-
turers. This all but guarantees a strong
rise in the gross national product for the
third quarter, [1:1-2.]

Metropolitan

Mayor Beame, complaining bitterly, but
cautioning New York residents to retain
their “grace under pressure,” submitted to
the state’s austerity mandate and proposed
fresh budget cuts of $200.7-million. He said
this would further shrink city services and
force thousands of additional layoffs. Un-
official City Hall estimates were that the
new dismissals might reach 8,000. [1:6-8.]

Many urban specialists seeking to cut the
costs of the city’s government are proposing
reductions in fringe benefits and pensions
of the public employes who account for
nearly 60 per cent of the city’s budget. Such
city employe benefits, they say, are more
generous than most employes in private in-
dustry receive, [1:6-7.]

A Federal grand jury has indicted two re-
puted underworld figures, iwo union offi-
cials and two leaders of a trucking associa-
tion on charges of conspiracy and extortion
in an alleged shakedown operation in the

garment district. The criminal charges are

believed by Federal officials to be the first
major indictments based on the Project
Cleveland investigation, a joint undertaking
with local police. [1:7.]

Town officials of Islip, L. I, are planning
to authorize an “adult-entertainment zone”
to stop the spread into residential areas of
bars featuring nude dancers. It is believed
to be the first such approach in a suburb,
although it is similar to one adopted early
this year in Boston. Detroit uses zoning to
avoid concentrating such places. [1:1-2.]
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