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The Major Events of the Day

International

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee
has approved legislation that would author-
ize $200-million in emergency aid for hu-
manitarian relief and evacuation programs
in South Vietnam. Meanwhile, the Admin-
istration's urgent request for $722-million in
emergency military aid for the Saigon gov-

- ernment remained stalled in Congress. [1:8.]

Heavy North Vietnamese reinforcements
have moved into the battle for Xuan Loc,
38 miles northeast of Saigon, as other Com-
munist troops staged a seriés of small-scale
attacks closer to the capital. Intelligence
sources still expect a full-scale enemy thrust
at Saigon soon, [1:7.]

Thousands of Cambodian civiliang were
reported to be leaving Phnom Penh under
orders from the victorious Communist forces.
In the last news dispatch filed from the
Cambodian capital by a French news agency
before communications were cut off, it was
reported that Communist patrols were tell-
ing all residents to go more than 12 miles
into the countryside. The patrols were re-
portedly saying that the city might come
under shelling. [1:5-6.]

Retail prices in Britain climbed a record
of 21.2 per cent in the 12 months through
March, according to a Government report
in London. The report appeared to confirm
that the British would experience the high-
est inflation in the industrialized world in
coming months. Three days ago a Govern-
ment tax increase added 2.75 per cent to
the price index. [1:4.]

National

President Ford, in New England marking
the start of the American Revolution Bicen-
tennial, called for a reversal of “the long-
term movement toward big government”
and a return to “the basic American vir-
tues.” Mr. Ford speaking at Concord, N.H.,

and in Boston’s Old North Church on the -

200th anniversary of Paul Revere's famous
ride, told his audiences.his own conserva-
tive vision of America. He said the two
lanterns, hung in the Old North Church
stzeple as the signal to Revere “fired a torch
of freedom that has been carried to the ends
of the earth.” [1:1-2.]

The Environmental Protection Agency has
found the drinking water in 79 American
cities poiluted with traces of organic chem-
icals, including some that are suspected of

being causes of cancer. The survey concens
trated on six chemicals, two of which—
chloroform and carbon tetrachloride—are
considered potential causes of cancer, Tests
in some cities showed drinking water con-
tained traces of the pesticide, dieldrin, and
vinyl chloride. The latter has been linked
to cancer in persons heavily exposed. [1:1-2.]

The total compensation to top executives
of the General Motors Corporation was re-
duced last year by 68.3 per cent because of
the 60 per cent decline in the corporation’s
profits. The G.M. officials last year received

only their salaries, without the bonuses paid’

in previous years, according to the cor-
poration’s proxy statement for its annual
meeting, next month. Thomas A. Murphy,
G.M.’s chairman, received $272,500 last year.
In 1973, as vice chairman, he recveived $832,-
997 of which $562,997 was in bonus. [1:7-8.]

Metropolitan

A new malpractice-insurance proposal,
under which a pool of 300 private insurance
companies, instead of the State Insurance
Fund, would write all medical-malpractice
insurance in New York has been accepted
by Governor Carey's office and key legisla-
tors in both parties and will be ready for
legislative action early next week. The pro-
posal calls for insurance to be written on a
“claims occurred” basis, under which a doc-
tor is covered as long as he or she had
insurance in the year that the malpractice
allegedly occurred, even if the coverage has
since lapsed. [1:3.]

Federal, state and city agencies are in-
vestigating Medicaid practices that are cost-
ing taxpayers “tens of millions of dollars a
year,” according to New York City health
officials. A report to be made public soon
by the State Welfare Inspector General’s
office says that practices in a number of
other metropolitan centers in the state are
just as bad. [1:1-2.]

The man appointed by Suffolk County to

insure that its transactions with real-estate
dealers were free of corruption has been
indicted on charges of soliciting and receiv-
ing nearly $200,000. The money, the indict-
ment charges, came from a developer who
received lucrative contracts. The official,
Jack Wallice of Huntington Bay, who has
been the county’s real-estate agent for the
last four years, was named in a three-count
indictment with Arturo Pace, a Smithrown
restaurant owner and real-estate man. [1:1.]
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