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The Major Events of the Day
International 1971. He hinted that the verdict might

The Cambodian Communists swiftly set up
headquarters in Phnom Penh following its
surrender. According to a broadcast moni-
tored in Bangkok, Thailand, they invited
ministers and generals in the military Gov-
ernment “who have not run away” to join
in formulafing measures to restore order.
The streets were reported quiet some hours
after thousands were said to have stood of
the sidewalk waving to the entering Com-
munist troops.- [Page 1, Columns 5-8.1

At a news conference in Paris, Chau Seng,
special répresentative of Prince “Norodom
Sihanouk and a member.of the Politburo of
the Cambodian National United Front, said
the new government would follow a policy
of neutrality and nonalignment. He called
this a. fundamental and sirategic position,
not a tactical or temporary policy. He said
an amnesty had been proclaimed but at an-
other point said those who had committed
crimes .would be tried. [1:6-7.]

The Senate Armed Services Committee
dealt a serious blow to President Ford’s Viet-
nam policy by rejecting additional military
assistance to Saigon. The House Internation-
al Relations Committee approved legislation
giving him limited authority to use United
States forces to evacuate Americans. But
the Senate Foreign ' Relations Committee
withheld action because of dissatisfaction
with the current evacuation rate. It appeared
that Congress was not disposed to give fur-
ther help to the Saigon Government or to
evacuate many Vietnamese. [1:5.]

South. Vietnamese forces were reported
holding on in Xuan Loc and making gains
nearby, but fears grew that Saigon itself
was about to-come under heavy attack.
Reports circulated that 10 to 12 North Viet-
namese divisions were waiting for a signal,
and a North Vietnamese demolition group
reportedly fong inside the city was rumored
to be prepared for action. Questions of
morale appeared to be outweighing the
strictly military factors. [1:6-7.]

National

John B. Connally was acquitted of bribery
anrm_.mmm in Federal court in Washington. The
jury deliberated five and a half hours before
finding him not guilty of accepting a total
of $10,000 as an illegal gratuity from a dairy
group while Secretary of the Treasury in

prompt him to resume his political career.
He had been considered a prospective Re-
publican candidate for the Presidency before
his indictment. [1:1-3.]

The nation’s total output dropped at an
annual rate of 10.4 per cent in the first
quarter of 1975. This was the sharpest de-
cline en record but was about what had
been expected, chiefly reflecting the very
large liquidation of inventories, The Depart-~
ment of Commerce also reported that the
inflation rate had dropped in the quarter to
7.2 per cent, compared with 11,7 per cent in

‘“the final quarter of 1974. [1:4.]

‘The White House issued a public reminder
that President Ford still plans to increase
the fee on imported crude oil unless Con-
gress’ appears to be making substantial
progress by next week toward enacting an
acceptable energy program. Mr, Ford pre-
fers to curtail consumption by higher prices,
while some Democrats prefer Government
restrictions on imports and output. [1:2-4.]

Metropolitan

The State Senate gave final legislative
approval to repeal of New York's 35-year-
old “fair trade” laws—which permit manu-
facturers to set a floor under prices. Gov-
ernor Carey, who recommended the action,
is sure to sign it. It will take effect 90 days
after it becomes law. Opponents argued that
it would hurt small retailers, but propo-
nents of repeal said that the lowering of
prices was needed by consumers. [1:1-2.]

Bernard S. Meyer, a former State Supreme
Court justice now practicing law in Mineola,
L.I, was named special deputy assistant
attorney general to head the state’s inde-

pendent inquiry into an alleged cover-up by -

the chief Attica prosecutor of possible crimes
by law enforcement officers. Governor Carey
and State Attorney General Louis J. Lefko-
witz jointly announced appointment of
the Democrat. [1:3.]

The Association of the Bar of the City of
New York called for the retransfer of Judge
Bruce McM. Wright, whose setting of little
or no bail in eriminal cases drew much crit-
icism, from Civil Court back to Criminal
Court. The association’s report was highly
critical of Chief Judge Charles D, Breitel
and his top aides. It said the transfer in
those circumstances appeared to encroach on
the independence of the judiciary. [1:1.]
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