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The Major Events of the Day

International
South Vietnamese by the fens of thousands

were abandoning their homes in the north- -

ern two-thirds of the country, clearly under
the impression, despite Government denials,
that it might sacrifice the northern provinces
to save the core of the nation. The flight
seamed to be spreading to the two northern-
most provnces, Quang Tri and Thua Thien,
and a report said residents of the capital of
Phu Bon in the highlands were also heading
for the coast, [Page 1, Columns 6-8.]

Gen. George 5. Brown, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said that South Viet-
namese “backs are against the wall” partly
for lack of United States military aid. Unless
more is provided he predicted that Saigon
would be forced into an increasingly defen-
sive position, His speech reflected the
Administration’s linking the military with-
drawal from the Central Highlands to Con-
gressional cutbacks in military aid. [1:6-7.]

Comrunist-led insurgent troops broke
through Government lines to the east bank
of the Mekong River across from Phnom
Penh's naval base and about two miles east
of the capital. They were apparently seeking
to improve their position for mortar attacks
on the base. Northwest of the capital Gov-
ernment. forces were pushing out from Tuol
Leap and the insurgents are apparently
retreating to defend the positions from which
they have been firing missiles against Phnom
Penh's airport. [1:7.] - )

National _

The Commerce Department reported that
a big increase in the net outflow of private
Iong-term capital threw the nation’s basic
balance of payments into a récord deficit of
$5.87-billion in the last quarter of 1974.
For the year as a whole, large payments for
imported oil and a rise in capital out-
flows produced a deficit of $10.58-billion,
secornd . only to the $11.2-billion deficit
of 1972, [1:1.]

The Supreme Court unanimously struck
down as unconstitutional the Social Security
provision that authorizes survivors” benefits
for. the widow of a deceased worker with
children but denies them to a widower in the
same. position. It said this resulted in women

The White House, the Pentagon and the
Central Intelligence Agency refused any dis-
cussion of the attempted salvage of a Soviet
submarine by the C.I.A. last year, There was
no official reaction in Moscow. Two Senate
committee chairman said they planned to
investigate the project. Members of the
Senate and House publicly disagreed on the
intelligence value of the effort. [1:3-4.]

The Government has decided to propose
a relief-vent system on all jumbo-jet air-
liners to protect them from explosive decom-
pression when a large hole is punched in a
pressurized fuselage. The change would cost
an estimated $250,000 a plane. It would
reduce the hazard of fuselage ruptures
caused by disintegration of a jet engine, a
mid-air collision or sabotage. [1:3-4.]

‘Metropolitan _

The State Thruway Authority plans to
raise its tolls about 15 per cent across the
board by mid-June, Both the chairman-
designate, Gerald Cummins, a Democrat, and
Edwin Fehrenbach, a Republican holdover
and acting chairman, said the increase was
.necessary becausz of declining revenues
resulting from energy conservation and
expected increases in gasoline taxes. The
formal .authorization of the increase awaits
the confirmation of Mr. Cummins by the
State Senate. [1:5.] :

Irving Goldman, who took a voluntary
leave of absence from his §1-a-year post as
the city’s Commissioner of Cultural Affairs
following his indictment last week on
bribery, grand larceny, conspiracy and per-
jury charges, received a similar leave from
the Shubert Foundation. Mr. Goldman, who
has extensive real estate and theatrical in-
terests, was the president of the foundation.
He also resigned as ‘an officer and direc-
tor of all corporations that are controlled
by the foundation. [1:2.]

The State Court on the Judiciary accused
State Supreme Court Justice Wilfred A.
Waltemada of 46 instances .of improper
rudeness to witnesses, litigants and lawyers.
It concluded that he should be removed from
the bench. The action, comparable to an in-
dictment in a criminal case, provides for a
hearing in 60 days. If the court still holtls
the same opinion after the hearing, he must
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