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The Major Events of the Day
International . : be “several days” before he decides whether -

The North Vietnamese advance wﬁm._ma.
along the central plains of South Vietnam..

vesterday. Behind it'virtually all the north-
ern part of South Vietnam had been en-
gulfed. Only the enclave of Da Nang, South
Vietnam's second largest city, remained in-
Saigon Government hands, and the central
coastal port of Qui Nhon, the -country’s
third largest city, appeared threatened. At
least eight South Vietnamese army regiments

—a total of about 19,000 men—have report- -

edly fled, leaving equipment behind. The re-
treat, a Western military analyst said, was
“a rout beyond our wildest fears.” [Page 1,
Column 8.] . Co

A group of opposition politicians met for-
mer -Vice - President Nguyen Cao Ky and
called on President Nguyen Van Thieu of
South Vietnam to “turn over full powers to

a new Government” that would pursue new -

policies for national salvation. [6:7-8.1

The South Vietnamese forces are not criti-
cally short of either ammunition or fuel,
despite Congressional reductions in military
aid, the Defense Department said, but its of-
ficials assert that Congressional cutbacks
had contributed to the Saigon Government’s
recent military setbacks by forcing its troops
—as they sought to conserve military sup-
plies —on the defensive. [1:6-7.] : !

The Commerce Department reported that
a huge and probably temporary drop in oil
imports moved the United States balance of
trade from a deficit in January to a record
surplus of $817-million in February. The de-
cline in oil imports—by $1.5-billion in a
single month —was attributed mainly to the
distorting effect of the imposition Feb. 1. of
a new $1-a-barrel import tax. [1:6-7.]

President Ford said in an interview soon
after Secretary of State Kissinger returned
to Washington that. chances for peace in the
Middle East would have been enhanced if
Israel had shown more flexibility in the ne-
gotiations for a new Sinai agreement with
Egypt. Publicly, Mr. Kissinger has said no
blame should be assessed, but privately he
has indicated displeasure with Israel's posi-

singer’s views. [1:2-3.]

National

‘to sign or'veto it the White House press sec-

~but officially unconfirmed reports that Mr.

dependent Presidential campaign committee

‘been persuaded . by his "advisers that this

* tampaign finance law. [8:6.]

* aid landlords of nearly 100,000 apartments—

! S —by helping them.seek higher rents if the
tion, Mr. Ford seemed to reflect Mr, Kis- -
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London exhorts British to
stay in Market: Page 2
New shooting erupts in An-
golan capital.
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retary, Ron Nessen said.  Representative
John J. Rhodes of Ohio, the House Republi- .
can leader, predicted that. the bill would
be vetoed. [1:1.1 e
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Ford would name -former Gov. Stanley K.
Hathaway of Wyoming as the new Secre-
tary of the Interior. [1:2-3.] .

President Ford has decided to set up an in-

to raise money and seek delegate commit-
ments late next summer. Mr. Ford has been
saying for months that he would campaign
for a full term under the auspices of the | Government and Polities
Republican National Committee, but he hasy Nixon cited for not listing
foreign gifts. Page 8
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Monday. Page 8
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..c;.wm%‘,&mamwﬁ in New York .State con- :

' tinued to worsen in February, figures from = General

the State Labor Department indicated. There
were 21,800 more people out of work last
month than in January, and the jobless rate
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would sustain a veto of the $22.8-billion
tax-cut bill passed by Congress, but it will

Ford Administration believes that local. con- R VRS e SN N
trols have become a “significant factor” in Jducation and Welfare
causing mortgage defaults, a view endorsed. Negro student college service
by many landlords. [1:5-6.] near bankruptcy. Pageb
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U.S. to give away surplus -

* Committee formed here to.

Quotation of the Day

“The President helieves he could sustain a veto in
the House if he decides to veto the bill."—Ron Nessen,

White House press secretary, on the tax bill. [1:1.]
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