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International

The evacuation of Hue and many- other
areas in the northern part of South Vietnam
is being rushed to completion despite a
public pledge by President Nguyen Van
Thieu to hold the line against further large
.Communist advances. The evacuation of
civilians from Hue south to- Da' Nang was
reported last night to be nearly ooan_mﬁm.
[Page 1, Column 8.1

Hundreds of refugees, bloody and ﬁoﬁ&&"

—some of the many thousands fleeing the
Central Highlands of South - Vietnam—ar-

rived in Tuy Hoa, a coastal city,-and told

of North Vietnamese rocket and artillery

attacks against the civilian and army flight..

Estimates of the number of nom:m@mm range
up to 500,000, [1:4-7.]

United States military experts regard the-

Saigon areas as the ‘critical battlefield. The
military situation there, as they view it,

is becoming a race between South Vietnam's .

ability to deploy four regular divisions and
increasing pressures from Communist at-
tacks to the northwest, northeast and east.
The speed and force of the North Vietnamese
advances, the Americans say, may prevent
the establishment of a coherent defense for
the Saigon enclave. [1:7.]

The major oil-consuming countries agreed
at a meeting in Paris on an’ American-in-
spired concept of keeping oil prices high
enough to encourage the development of
alternative sources of energy. The agree-

ment, by the 18-nation International Energy -
Agency, apparently opens the way for
participation by the United States in a pre-~

liminary meeting of oil producers and con-

. sumers scheduled in Paris on April 7. [1:5-6.]

National

The Labor Department E_uoama Smn con-
sumer price inflation continued in February
at the somewhat reduced rate that prevailed
in January, even though food prices were
nearly stable. The Consumer Price Index
rose. six-tenths of 1 per cent last month,
after adjustment for normal seasonal chang-

es. in some prices, and reflected higher.

charges for services and goods, principally
medical care and utility bills, rather QE:
food. [1:3.1

wmnxmmm. including a $100 special cash pay-
ment to every recipient of Social Security,
railroad retirement or Federal welfare bene-
fits, It also approved a different~version of
the repeal of the 22 per cent oil-depletion
allowance, which would terminate the allow-
ance for more companies than the plan the
Senate approved last Tuesday..[1:1-2.]

The electronics industry has mmdm_onmn d
‘miniature device‘that is reportedly able fo

reduce the gasoline consumption.’ of auto-
mobiles markedly and thus be a major factor
in helping to realize the Government’s ener-

gy conservation goals. The device, which is

still in the testing stage, was also said to
have other fuel-saving applications. The de-
vice is called a microprocessor, [1:5-6.1
White House sources disclosed that Presi-
dent Ford is expected to.appoint a special
assistant to ‘deal with the proliferating in-

. vestigations of United States intelligence
community. The assistant would be a Presi-.

dential counsel with sub-Cabinet rank. The
leading contender for the job was said to
be Roderick Hills, chairman of the board of
the Republic Corporation, a lawyer, and
husband of Carla Hills, Secretary of Housing
and Urban UB_QBUEmQ E L]

M mﬂﬂo_ﬁokmma

Internes and resident physicians m:nmﬂ
their strike against 21 of the city’s hospitals
with an agreement that immediately sent
them back to their regular duties. It was
the fourth day of a walkout that sought to
shorten drawn-out work schedules and it
was the’ nation’s first E&E. physicians’
strike, [1:1-2.]

The Beame administration trimmed. its

six-year subway extension program by three
miles,
Queens. trunk line. now under way from

Central Park and 63d Street to Jamaica.

An extension into southeast Queens, as far
as Springfield Gardens, was delayed until
1981 or later. [1:4.]

Farmers in New Jersey and other Eastern
states will pay record-high wages to field
hands from Puerto Rico this year. The
Migration Division of the Puerto Rico.De-
partment of Labor said that wages would

increasean average of 20 cents an hour Dectorsraisi mwm%m%wm%ml%ﬂngwwﬁﬁn&Tw%@mﬁw ~de—Bear ——————

The Senate scrapped all the work it had
done on the ‘tax bill and voted to start over
again with a somewhat larger antirecession

‘under 1975 contracts, In New Jersey, -the

hourly rate will be $2.30, up 17 eents from
last year, [39:4-5.]

limiting new  construction- to the
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'CORRECTIONS

On the basis of an incor-
rect identification by the
Union Prosecutor's Office,
the Empire Fuel Oil Company
of Elizabeth, N. J., was er-
roneously described in The
New York. Times yesterday
as one of the heating oil
suppliers being investigated
in connection with the theft
of oil from an Exxon refinery.
The company under investi-
gation is the Empire Petro-
leum Company, also of Eliza-
beth.

a

In an obituary in The Times

Dobbe, a biographer, was in-
correctly described as an au-
thar of historical novéls,



