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International
The closely divided House Appropriations
subcommittee on foreign operations delayed
action on the Administration proposal for
$222-million in emergency military aid to
Cambodia until the assistance is authorized
in separate legislation. The decision, on
ostensibly parliamentary grounds, com-
plicated the already slim chance for ap-
proval by Congress. [Page 1, Column 1.] .
The United States and Iran announced in
Washington an economic agreement under

which Iran will spend $15-billion on Amer-"

ican goods and services in the next five
vears. AL a joint news conference with For-
eign Minister Hushang Ansary, Secretary of
State Kissinger .called it the largest' agree-
ment of its kind between any two countries.
Iran also agreed in principle to spend about
$7-billion in the next decade on eight nu-
clear power plants. [1:4.]

The Government of Rhodesia arrested
the Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, a black leader,
on charges of plotting to murder. black
rivals and said he would be tried before a
special closed court. Bishop Abel Muzorewa,
president of the African National Congress,
called off talks with the Government until
Mr. Sithole was freed. [1:7-8.]

The foreign ministers of the nine Com-
mon Market countries agreed in Brussels on
final details of its Regional Development
Fund. Starting later this year, it will back
national programs in relatively backward
areas, especially Ireland, southern Italy and
northern Britain. The accent will be on job-
creating projects in modern industries and
new ports and highways. It is regarded as a
tool for shaping a coherent plan for all
member countries. [5:1.]

National

President Ford announced a 60-day
postponement of the last two stages of his
oil import tax to encourage Congress to
work out a compromise energy program by
May 1 and to move faster on cutting the

income tax, The word came with his veto-

of legislation mandating a 90-day delay on
the three-stage oil import tariff. [1:8.]
Informed sources in Washington said
that William E. Colby, Director of Central
Intelligence, reported arally to President
Ford about several plans in the past for as-
sassinating foreigners overseas, rather than
including the information in his written re-
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port. Officials emphasized that the planned
assassinations had not succeeded. [1:5-6.] . -

The Senate Finance Committee agreed in
principle that the issue of repeal of the oil
depletion allowance, which was included in
the antirecession tax-cut hill passed by the
House, should be handled separately. Sup-
porters of this move said it was necessary
to make sure that the tax bill gets through
Congress before a two-week Senate recess
starting March 21, [1:7.]

Unemployment in major Midwest cities
rose more rapidly last week but remained
befow the adjusted national average. Busi-
ness and financial leaders in the Midwest
expected the difference to continue because
of the cushioning effect of the region’s in-
dustrial diversity and its general lack of de-
pendence on automotive manufacturing.
Farmers remain good customers. [1:3-6.]

Metropolitan

Food prices here dropped by 1.4 per cent
last week—the largest since the 2.1 per
decline recorded Aug. 20, 1973, produced
by the meat boycott. Factors included re-
duced demand because of unemployment,

_bumper crops of staples like potatoes and

rice, and heavy marketings of grass-fed
cattle. Wholesale prices of affected food
items continued to drop at a faster rate
than retail prices. [1:5-6.]

The Daily News said it would begin lay-
ing off 2,500 employes because of the strike
of its deliverers and drivers, presenting de-
livery of the newspaper since Sunday night.
An effort to resolve the dispute over
changes in work schedules failed. State Su-
preme Court Justice Hyman Korn later im-
posed a §100,000 fine on the union. [1:2-3.]

An attempt in Albany to fashion a bi-
partisan list of three nominees to the State
Board of Regents, which sets education
policy, collapsed, and the Assembly and
Senate will jointly vote on Republican and
Democratic slates to fill the vacancies, The
failure to agree was ascribed to conflicting
pressures of ethnic and civic groups rather
than differences over policy or party. [1:2.]

City and community leaders dedicated a
$20-million eight-story New York Telephone
Company building as the latest structure in
the accelerating effort to make over down-
town Brooklyn. Other. major projects are
scheduled to come before tiie Board of Es-
timate this month. [1:1-2.]
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