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International

Both President Ford and Secretary of
State Kissinger said the Cambodian Govern-
ment would fall to Communist-led insur-
gents unless Congress approved a $222-
million supplemental aid request. Mr. Ford
made his appeal in a letter to Carl Albert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Mr. Kissinger said at a news conference that-

if the aid was not voted in a few weeks,

Cambodia would run out of ammunition.

though it clearly “wishes to defend itself.”
[Page 1, Columns 6-8.]

Cambodian children orphaned or sepa-

rated from theirsparents by battle are dying
of hunger in the capital, Phnom Penh. Five
years of war, with resulting shortages and
high prices, have produced serious malnu-
trition among children in this once-bountiful
country. But hospitals are already crowded
with war wounded and few children are ad-
mitted, Unofficial estimates say that dozens
are dying daily. [1:6-7.] | . :

The Constitutional Court of West Germany
in a controversial 6-to-2 decision struck
down as unconstitutional a law allowing
abortions on request in the first three
months of pregnancy. The court held that the

law, enacted last June but not put into ef-

fect, violated the right to life for everyone.
It said, however, that abortions could be
performed in the first three months in cases
of rape, danger to the mother’s health, a pos-

sibility of deformity and when the birth

could cause “grave hardship.” [1:1.]

National

The House Democratic Caucus, defying
most of its leaders, initiated a move to make
Congress confront the issue of repeal of the
22 per cent oil depletion allowance. It voted
152 to 99 a resolution expected to require
a floor vote on attacking repeal of the de-
pletion allowance to the antirecession tax
cut bill. But the caucus action also demand-
ed a vote on an amendment that would limit
the effect of the change by letting “inde-
pendent” producers of not more than 3,000
barrels a day to keep the depletion allow-
ance permanently. [1:5.]

The Supreme Court held that school offi-
cials who discipline pupils unfairly and be-
come defendants in civil rights suits cannot
claim ignorance of the pupils’ basic consti-
tutional rights, Dividing 5 to 4, it ruled that
a school board member is liable for damages

if he knew or if he reasonably should have
known that his action would violate the stu-
dent's rights: The dissenters said this “harsh
standard” would destroy most of the im-
munity from civil suits that lay administra-
tors and board members ordinarily enjoy for
good-faith actions. [1:1-2.]

Elijah Mohammad, spiritual leader for
more than 40 years of the “Nation of Islam”
sect known as Black Muslims, died in Chi-
cago at the age of 77. He had been in the
intensive cardiac care unit of Mercy Hospital
since Feb. 8. [1:6-7.]

Metropolitan

Governor Carey asked the Legislature to
get up a new state agency to bail out the in-
solvent Urban Development Corporation by
floating its own bonds and serving as con-
duit for more than $250-million in state sub-
sidies, There was no assurance that the
U.D.C. note-holding banks that rejected such
a role a day earlier would underwrite the
bonds, The Governor told legislators that if
the banks remained unwilling, the U.D.C.
would be allowed to collapse without any
further expenditure of state money. [1:1-4.1

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
Brith accused two Federal agencies—the

- Overseas Private Investment Corporation

and the Army -Corp of- Engineers—and six
private companies of discriminating against
Jews in violation of civil rights laws. It said
they were acting either under orders from
Arab lands or in hope of getting business in
those countries. [1:4.]

Dr. and Mrs. Henry P. Van Dusen took
sleeping pills in their home in Princeton,
N. 1., last month in an effort to carry out a
suicide pact. She died then, but he lingered
until Feb. 13. The former president of Union
Theological Seminary and his wife were
members of the Euthanasia Society and had
chosen to die rather than face the prospect

~of debilitating old age. [1:1-2.]

The chairman of the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority- told legislators in Al-
bany that on April 1 the transit fare would
rise by 5 cents to 40 cents and commuter
rail fares would rise by 30 per cent unless
the state substantially increased its subsidy
program. David L. Yunich, the chairman,
called the outlook for the calendar year 1976
much worse than for 1975, Without subsidy
increases, he said, transit fares would have
to be 60 cents next year. [1:3.]
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CORRECTION

An article’ in The New York
Times on Feb. 18 reported in-
correctly that the State Court
of Appeals had ruled that a
group of tenants in the Park-
chester apartment develop-
ment lacked standing to sue.
In fact, the court rejected
the tenants’ lawsuit on the
merits.



