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International

President Makarios of Cyprus yesterday
denounced the Turkish Cypriote proclama-
tion of a separate state in northern Cyprus
and said Greek Cypriotes were prepared to
resist and if necessary to sacrifice them-
selves to prevent partition. He spoke to 2,000
student demonstrators who gathered outside
the Presidential office in Nicosia. [Page 1,
Column 1.]

Major differences over terms of a new in-
terim agreement still separate Israel and
Egypt after Secretary of State Kissinger's
preliminary round of talks, but Israeli offi-
cials believe there is a good chance that
they can be overcome in future negotiations.
Mr. Kissinger ended his talks in Jerusalem
and flew to Aqaba, Jordan, [1:2-3.]

National

Labor Department statistics showed that
inflation in the United States continued to
abate in January, keeping pace with steep
declines in production and employment. The
Wholesale Price Index declined three-tenths
of 1 per cent after adjustment for .normal
seasonal changes in some prices, This was
the second' consecutive monthly drop fol-
lowing a sustained period in 1973 and 1974

when the index rose on an average by more -

than 1.5 per cent a month. The dramatic re-
versal of the inflation rate was attributed
to improvement in agriculture and industry.

The index covers all transactions in the
economy except final sales to consumers,

Thus, the lower inflation rate will not have
an immediate effect on consumer prices, but
its effect should eventually be felt. [1:8.]
Frank G. Zarb, the Federal Energy Admin-
istrator, criticized Congressional Democrats
for what he called a “do nothing” attitude
toward oil imports in remarks about energy
problems at a luncheon at the National
Press Club in Washington. He said that to
permit oil imports to rise would tend to
give oil-exporting countries leverage with
which to influence United States foreign and
domestic policies. He indicated that Presi-
dent Ford would be willing to compromise
with the Democrats on his energy proposals,
and expressed a guarded interest in gradual
application of the oil and natural gas taxes
that Mr. Ford has asked Congress to enact
by-April 1. [1:6-7.]
/W “None of the defendants have shown that
new trial would be in the interest of jus-
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tice,” Federal Judge John J. Sirica said in a
decision refusing to set aside or change in
any way the guilty verdicts returned in the
Watergate cover-up trial against four Nixon
Administration officials, He ordered the de-
fendants, John N, Mitchell, H. R. Haldeman,
John D. Ehrlichman and Robert C. Mardian,
to report next Friday for sentencing, [1:5.]

Metropolitan

Three politicians and a nursing-home law-
yer gave new accounts of influence exerted
on behalf of Bernard Bergman, the nursing-
home operator, sometimes contradicting one
another and previous testimony, at a hear-
ing of the Temporay State Commission on
Living Costs and the Economy. Among those
who testified was Assemblyman Albert H.
Blumenthal, the Assembly majority leader,
whose account of his dealings with Mr.
Bergman differed in a number of details
from those he gave in two interviews late
last year. [1:4,]

Bernard Bergman notified a Senate com-
mittee investigating the nursing-home indus-
try that he would appear but would refuse
to testify at a committee hearing in Wash-
ington Wednesday unless “certain assur-
ances” were made to him in advance to
safeguard his rights. One of the assurances
would permit him to call and cross-examine
witnesses in an effort to rebut accusations
made against him before the committee and
at hearings held by a Senate panel. [23:1-2.]

Princess’ Maria Christina of the. Nether-
lands, 27 years old, who has been teaching
French and music in New York, will marry
Jorge Guillermo, a.29-year-old Cuban who
teaches at a center for preschool children
in Harlem. The engagement was announced
by Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard at
the Soestdijk Palace in The Hague. The
Princess is the youngest of their four daugh-
ters. The marriage will take place in the
Netherlands “probably within five months.”
The couple plan to live in New York. [1:4-7.]

Federal transportation officials estimated
that New York State could expect to get
$12-million of the $2-billion in impounded
highway-construction funds released this
week by President Ford. According to early
calculations, neither Connecticut nor New

Jersey will get any of the money, Only states .

with ' projects in advanced stages, having
cleared planning and environmental hurdles,
are being considered in the distribution of
the $2-billion. [1:2-3.]
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