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The Major Events of the Day

International .

A long-awaited Vatican statement on ways
to improve Roman Catholic-Jewish relations
was made public yesterday. The  guide-
lines, as they are called, were prepared by
the church’s Commission on Relations with
Judaism to carry out the “Declaration on
the Jews” issued in 1965 by the Second
Vatican Council. [Page 1, Columns 6-7.]

Reports from Cairo that Leonid 1. Brezh-
ney postponed his trip to-the Middle East
for reasons of health have met with wide-
spread skepticism in Moscow’s foreign diplo-
matic circles. The diplomats generally con-
tinue to believe that the trip was put off
because..of unresolved differences between
Moscow and Cairo. President Anwar el-Sadat
said in ‘a speech that he understood the
reasons for the postponement and looked
forward to a new chapter in Soviet-Egyptian
relations once they were resolved. [1:6-7.]

. Communist forces from WNorth Vietnam
appeared to be on the verge of overrunning
the first provincial capital in South Vietnam
since they took Quang Tri on May 1, 1972,
nine months before the signing of the Paris
agreement.- The Saigon military command
said North Vietnamese troops and Soviet-
made tanks-fought their way in Phuoc Binh,
a small remote city 75 miles north of Saigon.
‘Intense street fighting was reported. [1:5.]

The Provisional Irish Republican Army
announced in Dublin a 14-day extension of

the Christmas truce in Ulster. This was a -

shorter period than had been hoped for, and
the announcement was welcomed cautiously
in Dublin and Northern Ireland, [1:1.]

National

Administration . officials said that just
about all of President Ford’s principal eco-
nomic advisers, including Secretary of the
"Treasury William™ E. Simon, who had sup-
ported restrictive fiscal policies, have
~reached wvirtual unanimity on the need for
a tax cut as an antirecession measure. The
President appears to be moving toward such
a decision they said. [1:8.1

Gold prices plunged to their lowest level
in more than 10 months because of lack
of interest by American investors and specu-
lators, The afternoon price in London was
$175 an ounce, off $11.50 from Tuesday, and
prices also declined sharply in American
markets and bullion sales by brokerage
houses and banks were few and far between.
On the nation’s commeodity exchanges, prices

for futures contracts dropped by $7 to $9
an ounce, [1:7.]

/ Former President Richard M. Nixon was
described by an associate as “deeply an-
quished” by the plight of four of his former
White House and political aides who were
convicted in the Watergate cover-up trial.
The associate, who did not want to be iden-
tified by name, said that Mr. Nixon had been
advised by a lawyer against making any
specific comment, because the four defend-
ants “have stated their intention to file
appeals.” 110:5-8.1 * -

.( John A. Hoffar, the foreman of the jury
in the Watergate cover-up case that decided
the fate of former associates of former Presi-
dent ‘Richard M. Nixon, shly answered
questions in an-interview in his Washington
home, The jury was congenial, he said, there
were no dominating personalities, no signifi-
cant disagreements. “We tried not to let our
personal feelings get in the way and to
decide it on the facts,” he said. [1:2-4.]

Metropolitan

Mayor Beame called on Governor Carey
to name a special prosecutor to investigate
the nursing-home industry. There were other
fast-breaking developments over allegations
of abuses, fraud and political influence in-
volving the industry. One of these was a
statement by a former assistant to Assem-
.blyman Andrew J. Stein that he, too, had
been told by the Democratic Assembly lead-
er, Stanley Steingut, not to investigate nurs-
ing homes owned by his friend, Bernard
Bergman, a nursing home operator. [1:1.]

A Penn Central commuter train from
North White Plains ignored a warning signal
to slow down and plowed into the rear
of another train as it was entering the
Botanical Garden station in the Bronx, in-
juring 232 passengers, many of whom suf-
fered facial cuts and broken noses.-In addi-
tion, 20,000 rush-hour commuters were
stranded or delayed for more than two hours
by the collision. [1:2-4.] _

State Controller Arthur Levitt indicated
that, despite Governor Carey's expressed
concern, he did not expect the current state
budget to slip into deficit. In a report on
revenues for the first nine months of the
current fiscal year, he said they were run-
ning “slightly ahead” of initial estimates.
He said, however, that Mr. Carey would
have a “difficult time in balancing next
year’s budget.” [1:5.]

The Other News

International

Kissinger on oil land: Force

as last resort. Page 2
Rebel forces press toward
Phnom Penh. Page 2
Inside besieged Israel: The
quieter side. Page 3
Lebanon reports five dead in
Israeli raids. Page 3
Nicaragua is shaken by guer-
rilla raid. Page 4
Stunned Pakistani quake vic-
tims recall scene, Page4
Sakharov says he feels vul-
nerable. Page 4

Government and Politics
Reuss seeks support for chal-
lenge to Patman. Pageb
District of  Columbia marks
historic inauguration. Page 5
C.IA. in 1968 relayed report
on Eartha Kitt. Page 28
Steingut vows to drop out-
side business.
Jackson accuses oil concerns
of - blackmail. Page 45
General
Crash viotims praise hospi-

tal’s efficiency. Page 24
Muslims deny report on
Hearst extortion. Page25
Metropolitan Briefs. Page3l

Carey picks Kolb for mental-
health chief. Page 31
$7.5-million budget cut or-
dered in Suffolk. Page3l
Morgenthau sworn as Dis-

trict Attorney. Page3l
City recovers funds from
nursing homes. Page 32
Rate of  decline in farms
slows. Page 34

Landlord to repair fire-rav-
aged apartments, Page44

Education and Welfare

Judge declines to grant mo-
tion to close school. Page 9

Fifth-grade class : gives to
Neediest. Page 32

Health and Science

Second double-heart patient

doing well.
Shock therapy law curbed in

California. Page 13
Pest-resistant corn is dis-
covered. Page 20

Missing nuclear material is
called “small.” Page 46

Amusements and the Arts
“Comedians” at First Avenue
Screening Room., Pagel3

Page 32 -

Page4

s

Quotation of the Day

K‘ “Former President Nixon's-attorney has advised him
against making any specific statements about yester-
day’s verdicts, because the defendants have stated their

intention to file appeals.

President Nixon is deeply

anguished by Watergate, and that these men, who were
among his closest aides, and their families, have suf-
fered so much, and that their lives have been so tragi-
cally touched by Watergate.”—An associate of former.
President Richard M. Nixon, commenting on the Water«
gate cover-up verdict. [10:5.]
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CORRECTION .

A dispatch from Moscow
in The New York Times on
Dec. 25 erroneously reported
that a Soviet emigration of-
ficial had proposed that
Veniamin G. Levich, a Jewish
scientist, pledge that he
would not seek to join his
sons if they were allowed fto
leave, The actual proposal,
which Mr. Levich rejected,
was that he not seek to join
his sons on grounds of family
reunification, but did not
preclude his pressing his own
case for emigration.




