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The Major Events of the Day

International

The United States reaffirmad in the Gen-
eral Assembly that “Israel has the right to
exist as a sovereign, independent state with-
in secure and recognized boundaries.” Speak-
ing in the Assembly’s continuing debate on
the “question of Palestine,” John A. Scali,
the chief American delegate, echoed the
words of a Security Council Resolution of
Nov., 1967. [Page 1, Column 1.]

The United Nations Education, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, in a vote domi-
nated by Arab and Communist delegations,
excluded Israel from its European regional
group. The vote, which weakens Israel’s
position in the world community, was the
second action taken against Israel in 24
hours during UNESCO’s general conference
in Paris. [1:1.]

President Ford flew to Seoul, South Korea
for a one-day visit intended to affirm Amer-
ican-South Korean “friendship and give it
a new meaning and life.” He will be the
third American President to visit South
Korea, but his visit is the first to have been
opposed in advance by significant groups
of South Koreans. [1:2.]

Bombs destroyed two crowded pubs in
the heart of Birmingham, England, killing
14 people and injuring at least 100. It was
the worst attack in a series of bombings
in Britain in the last two years, and there
was little doubt that it was the work of the
Provisional Irish Republican Army. [1:2-4.]

National

The Labor Department reported that con-
sumer prices rose substantially in October,
but less than in most other months this year,
The October increase in the Consumer Price
Index was nine-tenths of 1 per cent, both
before and after adjustment for normal sea-
sonal changes in some prices and was much
higher- than normal, but lower than in
August and September. Sugar and sugar-
based products had a big role. [1:6-7.]

' The General Motors Corporation an-

- nounced further layoffs and the Ford Motor .

Company rediiced the price of its sub-com-
pact Pinto by $66 in moves against the
slump in car sales and large inventories of
unsold cars. General Motors said that 30,-
000 workers at nine of its 22 assembly
plants would be laid off for one to two
~eaks in December. [1:6-7.1

“~n - tor Walter F. Mondale of Minnesota

withdrew as a Democratic campaigner for
the Presidential nomination in 1976. A year
of exploratory travel, speeches and fund-
raising taught him, Mr. Mondale said, that
“I do not have the overwhelming desire to
be President which is essential for the kind
of campaign that is required.” [1:5.]

< The jury at the Watergate cover-up trial
heard four more previously undisclosed
White House tape recordings that showed,
among other things, that Richard M. Nixon
wanted two top aides to help “put the wag-
ons up around the President” to protect him
from. the testimony of a third aide. [1:3-4.]

Metropolitan

The House, prodded by President Ford and
bipartisan Congressional leadership, passed
a landmark six-year, $11.8-billion mass-
transit bill authorizing Federal funds for
municipal operating subsidies and providing
New York City with $170-million of the
more than $200-million needed this fiscal
year to save the 35-cent fare. The vote was
288 to 109. The Senate had approved the
bill Tuesday, voting 64 to 17. Mayor Beame
said that he had “very high hopes” that

. the 35-cent fare would be kept through
1975. 11:8.1 .

Gary B. Schrager, a 3l-year-old drifter,
with no permanent address, and Ronald
Piskorski, a 25-year-old former bar bouncer
and circus-bear wrestler were charged by
state and local police officials with the mur-
der of six persons in New Britain, Conn.,
bakery on Oct. 19. [1:6-8.]

Anthony A. Bliss, a former president of
the Metropolitan Opera Association, has
been named to a new post with the Metro-
politan Opera that places him a step above
Schuyler G. Chapin, the general manager.
Mr. Bliss will serve as executive director
of the company and chairman of the admin-
istration committee of the association’s
board of directors. [1:5-6.]

Despite opposition by industry and labor,
the New Jersey State Senate, voting 30 to 6,
approved a controversial measure that will
enable the state’s citizens to take alleged
environmental polluters to court. Governor
Byrne had described the bill as “one of the
most significant environmental measures I
will propose during my term as Governor.”
However, the bill’s principal sponsor, Assem-
blyman Thomas H. Kean, believes it is a
weakened version of the original bill debated
in the Assembly. [4]1:3-5.]
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