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The Major Events of the Day -
International he said, “unites Republicans and independ-

German and American officials in Bonn
said that the United States had sought the
reaction of its 14 NATO allies to the pos-
sible appointment of Gen. Alexander M.
" Haig Jr. as supreme commgnder of the-alli-
ance. Bonn, according to a- West German
-Government source, has no objection. The
 Duteh, however, are reported trying to or-
- ganize opposition to the appointment, [1:5.]

- .+ An’ Administration official said -that Pres-

‘ident :Ford intended to appoint Peter M.
... Flanigan; a prominent member of the Nixon
Administration, as Ambassador to Spain and
that he has offered: Senator J. William Ful-
bright, the Ambassadorship in Britain. Mr.
Flanigan reportedly has accepted, but Mr.
- Fulbright has expressed misgivings. [11:1.]

One of the worst droughts in years has
struck northern India and, with fertilizer
shortages and a lack of fuel for irrigation

pumps, threatens to destroy rice.and wheat

crops. Tens of millions face food scarcities
and perhaps famine. [1:4.] '

Sécretary General Waldheim of the United
Nations told the General Assembly in his an-
nual report that profound economic and so-
cial problems were threatening the world
with a “crisis of extraordinary dimensions.”
He said there was an “almost universal
sense of apprehension” about the direction
in which the world might be heading, and
feelings of “helplessness and fatalism which
I find deeply disturbing.” Inflation and in-
sufficient food supplies, Mr. Waldheim said,
were immediate problems that had to be
solved. [1:2-3.]

National
In the first of the meetirigs on the nation’s
economy, leading economists told President
' Ford that the country did not face a big de-
pression, but that its economy was-likely to
remain painfully sluggish. Despite their
widely.  differing philosophies, they ap-
_proached unanimity in concluding-that the
time -had come for the Federal Reserve

Board: to ease its relentlessly tough mone-

tary-policy that has affected money, credit,
interest rates and, indirectly, the stock
market. [1:8.]

President Ford opened the conference on
inflation with an appeal for “action that is
practical, possible and as rapid in its effect
as we can reason” ly expect.”” The meeting,

.ents “and Democrats in an election year

against an enemy that doesn’t recognize one
political party from another.” Meanwhile,
Senate Democrats resolved to stay in ses-

sion for the rest of the year if necessary to

act on ‘Administration proposals dealing
with -inflation and other national economic
problems. [1:6-7.]

Florida filed charges against one of its
biggest condominium- developers in an ef-
fort to break recreation leases that lgst con-
dominium buyers millions of dollars a year.
The state’s Attorney Geémeral said the suit

was ‘“‘very much a test case,” .and that de- .

velopers who invest in recreation facilities
attached to condominiums would . typically
have an *unconscionable” windfall profit of
between $3-million and $6:million annually
for as long as 99 years. [1:4-5.] o

Dr. Fred C. 1klé, director of the Arms Con-

- trol and Disarmament Agency, warned that °
a nuclear war could destroy the ozone layer.

in the stratosphere that protects all*living
things from the sun’s ultraviolet .radiation.
The potentiabdepletion of the ozone area by
nuclear explosions is a new, accidental dis-
covery that arms control officials believe
adds an awesome new element to the de-
structive effects of a nuclear war. [1:1.]

Metropolitan -

State auditors examining a sampling -of
nursing-home accounts have reported
$4,623,288 in unwarranted claims to Medic-
aid, ranging from the debatable to the ap-
parently fraudulent and from the petty to
the exorbitant. Medicaid has been billed by

_nursing-home owners for a yacht, servants,

family cars, vacation trips, jewelry, depart-
ment-store charge accounts, tuition for chil-
dren at college and in nursery school. [1:1.]

Seven major oil companies pleaded not
guilty: as indictments were -formally pre-
sented; charging them with violating the
state’s antitrust laws. The companies—Tex-
aco, Shell, Exxan, Gulf, Sunoco, Amoco and
Mobil—were accused of restraining competi-
tion' from independent gasoline dealers in
the metropolitan area. [1:2-3.]

Because of the doubling of the price of
rice in the last year, despite record domes-
tic production, Chinese, Puerto Ricans and
others in the metropolitan area are finding
that the ple is a luxury they cannot
afford. [37 1

'

The Other News
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Quotation of the Day

“I, for one, refuse to believe that the very best
brains in America and the smartest, hardést-working
workers in the world cannot find a workable way to get
the productive machinery of this great country back on
the track and going full speed ahead.”—President Ford
at conference on inflation. [14:1.] :
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proves a mess. Page 58

Going Qut Guide Page20
About New York  Page 18

Family /Style .
Families remodel houses in-
stead of moving. Page 40

Barbetta's restaurant is re-

viewed. Page 40
'Obituaries L
Harry Partch, avant-garde
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CORRECTION

Local 3 of the Internation-
al Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers has been on strike
at school construction sites
here, not the teamsters un-
fon, as was reported incor-
rectly yesterday in The Nev
York Times.




