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« International

In one of the world’s worst mountaineer-
ing disasters, all eight members of a team
of Soviet women mountain climbers died
last week as they tried to traverse the 23,-
400-foot Lenin peak in the Pamirs, the third
highest peak in the Soviet Union. The bodies
of seven of the women were found several
hundred feet below the .summit by Japanese
and American climbers. The eighth woman
was -believed to have been swept over the
side of the mountain by high winds. The
deaths have not been reported in the Soviet
press. [1:1-3.]

A South Korean court martial sentenced a
former President of the Republic, a Roman
Catholic Bishop, two Protestant leaders and
a respected historian to prison as opponents
of President Park Chung Hee. The sentences
were not officially announced because the
76-year-old former President, Yun Po Sun,
apparently dismayed the Government by re-
fusing to attend the court session. However,
Mr. Yun, who ran against President Park
twice, was” reportedly persuaded to go to
court, where he was given a three-year sus-
pended sentence, [1:4-5.]

National
Three days after he took office, President
- Ford addressed a joint session of Congress
~ and called for bipartisan restraint in Govern-
ment spending as a means of controlling
inflation. He said the first specific request
. by his Administration was not to Congress
but to the voters in the November elections,
and asked them to support candidates, re-
gardless of party affiliation or political per-
suasion, “who consistently vote for tough
decisions to cut the cost of government, re-
strain Federal spending and bring inflation
under control.” [1:8.]

President Ford castigated the General
Motors Corporation for its decision to raise
the prices of 1975 cars and trucks by an
average of nearly 10 per cent. With his ad-
monition, Mr. Ford used an economic policy
tool called “jawboning,” which can roughly
be defined as the use or moral suasion to
force a price or wage rollback or reduction,
or to prevent an increase deemed unjustified.
It appeared that most of his economic ad-
visers—holdovers from the Nixon Adminis-
tration and said to be unsympathetic to the
jawboning technique—were taken by sur-
prise by the Presig;at’s criticism. [1:6-7.]
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A prolonged drought in the Corn Belt led
the Agriculture Department to reduce its
forecast ‘of the corn crop drastically. This
will almost certainly mean higher meat
prices next year. Smaller reductions were
reported in the outlook for wheat and soy-
beans. The agency forecast a corn crop of
4.97 billion bushels, 12 per cent below last
year’s record crop. [1:4.]

The United States Commission on Civil
Rights charged that state and local officials
have urged zoning regulations, building
codes and highway construction to keep out
or remove the poor and minority-group fam-
ilies fom many suburban areas. Federal fair-
housing laws, the commission said, have not
solved the problem of racial discrimination
in selling and renting, and present programs,
“often are administered so as to continue
rather than reduce racial segregation.” The
commission made recommendations that
would, it said, insure more vigorous enforce-
ment of fair housing laws. [1:8.]

Norman Sherman, the former press secre-
tary of Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, plead-
ed guilty to charges of aiding and abetting
illegal corporate donations to political cam-
paigns by milk producers. Mr. Sherman and
his business partner, Jack Valentine, who
also pleaded guilty, face a maximum penalty
of a year in jail and $1,000 fine. Both were
named in a criminal information by the spe-
cial Watergate prosecutor’s office. [1:7-8.]

Metropolitan

Mayor Beame and 13 other mayors from
across the country will have a meeting with
President Ford at the White House tomor-
row to discuss their economic troubles. Mr.
Beame and the other mayors are officials
of the United States Conference of Mayots
and the National League of Cities. They are
expected to press during their one-hour
meeting with the President for mass-trans-
portation subsidies, continued revenue shar-
ing and prompt Federal funding for housing
and community development. [22:3-4.1

The city’s taxi fleet owners and their
drivers pushed their efforts to reach a con-
tract agreement that would prevent a taxi
strike today. Vincent D. McDonnell, chair-
man of the State Mediation Board, was pes-
simistic about the effort, despite recom-
mendations that he made to provide the
basis for s contract settlement. [1:1.]
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CORRECTION

It was erroneously reported
in The New York Times yes-
terday that membership in
the National Association of
Securities Dealers had de-
clined by 34 per cent from
December, 1972, to the end
of last month. That number
was for active market makers
in the N.A.S.D. who use the
association’s automated quo-
tation system (NASDAQ).
Membership in the period
fell about 20 per cent, from
4,118 members to 3,290.



