Threats


11/66
Ramparts, p. 39 ff.

p. 42 - Earlene Roberts

p. 43 - Warren Reynolds

p. 43 - Hank Killam

p. 44 - J.W. Jackson [father-in-law, Edward Benavides]

p. 45 - Lee Bowers

p. 46 - Wilma Tice

p. 46 - Karen Bennet Carlin

p. 47 - Domingo Benavides

p. 47 - Lane film crew

p. 47 - Acquilla Clemons

p. 47 - Shirley Martin

2/11/64
C. A. Droby, a Dallas attorney who had represented Ruby until he was charged with murder, testified he received a telephone threat on his own life the day Oswald was shot after Ruby's arrest.

He said the threat was in a call to his wife and when Droby called her "she was crying ... and she said I would be next to die."  AP 255 pcs

2/19/64
Mark Lane:

Accosted on street by two FBI agents

Followed by FBI agent across the country

Difficulties encountered arranging for public meetings harassment of Citizens' Committee of Inquiry by FBI, and pressure by US Embassies in London and Copenhagen difficulties with immigration officials in New York

[For above see Lane 2/19, 2/20, 2/26, 4/30, 5/9, 6/29, 7/18/64.]

Over 100 death threats [Billy Rose show, tape No. 41; Lane, 4/18/67]

4/26/64
Lane also charged that FBI agents have "silenced" a Dallas school teacher who witnessed the shooting from only a few feet from the President's car.

Lane said that he spoke to the woman - a Mrs. Hill - by phone a few weeks ago and she said "FBI agents have warned me not to speak to you again."

The teacher had originally told Lane that she heard four to six shots instead of three and that they came from the direction of a railroad overpass instead of the Texas School Book Depository where Oswald worked.  San Francisco Chronicle
5/21/64
Abraham Bolden. See 5/21/et seq.

5/24/64
p. 4  Last month [Jones] Harris hired a young man named Bill Beckman, of Ft. Worth, to go to Dallas and attempt to get a picture of [Billy] Lovelady.  [Beckman spent almost three weeks in this attempt, without success.]  Beckman, however, was determined to succeed.  One Friday as Lovelady was about to quit work, Beckman stationed himself outside on the sidewalk.  He later described the episode in a report: "At 4:40 I saw Lovelady and a blonde ... girl, I edged back and waited, camera poised.  The girl, from around the corner, stampeded up in a rage and slapped my right forearm and began an abusive tirade."  The "blonde girl," as Beckman later learned to his surprise, was Lovelady's wife.  Lovelady, meanwhile, had called a patrolman who was directing traffic and the three were taken to police headquarters.  They were then transferred to the police surveillance office and after some questioning were released.  Beckman was advised to leave Dallas.  New York Herald Tribune, The Picture With a Life of Its Own, Dom Bonafede

7/7/64
Washington - Police said today they are still looking for a thief who broke into the Sheraton Park Hotel apartment of Chief Justice and Mrs. Earl Warren early Sunday.

The thief fled when Mrs. Warren awoke, police said.  No valuables were reported missing.  AP

7/22/64
Dallas - A Dallas woman has told police she has received several anonymous telephone calls since being informed [7/18] that the ... Commission wanted a deposition from her.

The woman declined to discuss the matter with newsmen, saying she had been told "not to discuss it with anybody."  FBI agents reportedly interviewed the woman.

... Names of persons who are to give depositions to the Commission are not disclosed in advance.  AP, 6:28 p.m. CST

7/22/64
An airline employee's wife [Mrs. James M. Tice] said today she was warned by an anonymous telephone caller "To keep your mouth shut" when she appeared before the Warren Commission.

The last call came Tuesday [7/21], Mrs. Tice said, but she did not call Dallas police until early Wednesday when she reported a prowler at her home.

The woman told police that shortly after 2 a.m. Wednesday, she answered her front door bell but found nobody there.  The door had been tampered with, she said, because it had been locked from the outside.  She said she then found her back door barricaded with a ladder.

Earlier, radio station WFAA identified Mrs. Tice as the woman who told newsmen soon after the assassination that she saw Jack Ruby weeping at Parkland Hospital when President. Kennedy was pronounced dead there.  [See testimony of Seth Kantor, and Kantor Exhibit Nos. 7 & 8.]

Mrs. Tice said she was determined to keep her appointment Friday [7/24] with [Commission investigators] …  AP, 9:10 p.m. CST

7/23/64
… Mrs. Tice … told police she received two calls after the threat, but that the caller hung up each time she answered.  AP, 2:24 a.m. CST

7/24/64
Mr. Griffin.
Did you follow the Ruby trial in the newspapers?

[Ruby trial opened 2/17 and closed 3/14/64]

Mrs. Tice.
I saw some of the news, yes; I did, but then I had a wreck 1/23 ... and I was pretty sick until 4/21.  I mean, I had trouble with vision and was going to the doctor every day, and was in bed practically all the time.

Mr. Griffin.
What kind of injury did you sustain in the accident?

Mrs. Tice.
Well, I had something wrong with the optical nerves in my neck from a whiplash, and pulled muscles in my shoulder, and something, I don't know what he said, this vertebra was cramped against the other vertebra, and had a nerve pinched in between it or under.

Mr. Griffin.
Was this an automobile accident?

Mrs. Tice.
Yes, sir.  Warren Report, Hearings, XV, p. 39, Testimony of Wilma Tice

9/64
Story includes reference to police harassment of Helen Markham and her family.  The Realist, The Unsinkable Marguerite Oswald, Harold Feldman

9/26/64
New York - ... A woman [Not Helen Markham] who witnessed the killing of Officer J. D. Tippit was warned by police that her life would be in danger if she talked about the case to anyone.  She gave what seemed to be a vivid description of the slayer - a description which did not fit Lee Harvey Oswald - but she made her statement after being promised that her name would not be revealed.  She said:

"I'm not allowed to talk to anybody ... Might get killed on the way to work ...  See, they'll kill people that know something about that."  San Francisco News Call Bulletin [New York Journal-American; Hearst Headline Service]  Dorothy Kilgallen

See Mark Lane, 10/3/64.

9/27/64
[Bill DeMarr] was last reported working in a Bayonne, NJ, nightclub, and that place does not have his current address and no one can find him.  His union, AGVA, will not reveal his address - anyone who asks about him is told to "write to him in care of the union, and we will forward the letter."

DeMarr is nightclub entertainer with memory act who said he had seen Oswald in Carousel Club 11/15/63. New York Journal American, Dorothy Kilgallen

See, Oswald, 11/24/63.

11/15/63
From story on anniversary of assassination:

… Warren Reynolds, young used car salesman, gave chase to Oswald after the shooting of ... Tippit.

[Reynolds was shot at 1/23/64.  Filed 2/23/64]

… He doesn't know if the man will come back.  Or even why he came in the first place.  "Nothing was stolen.  And you don't hold up someone with a rifle, I don't live like I used to."

His house is ringed by floodlights he can turn on in an instant.  He bought a dog.  He doesn't take walks at night.  There is always someone at the lot with him after dark.  He worries.  About himself.  About His family.  AP 1105 pes, Sid Moody

[For earlier references see Witnesses 2/23/64.]

11/15/64
From story on anniversary of assassination:

… A. C. Johnson, lanky, shuffling Texan who was Oswald’s landlord …

Threatening phone calls warning him "not to talk" got so bad he lost his housekeeper, Mrs. Earlene Roberts, who was afraid someone might bomb the house.  He got an unlisted number and nothing has happened since.  AP, 1105 pes, Sid Moody

11/15/64
From story on anniversary of assassination:

Amos Lee Euins, 16, schoolboy ... saw rifle being withdrawn from the sixth floor of the Depository.

Ever since the phone has been ringing at the Euins home.  Often it is a man with a heavy voice saying "Amos better be careful with what he says.  I have a complete copy of what he told police."

"I got a phone call just last week." said Amos's mother …  "Twenty minutes later be called back.  It sounded like the same heavy voice.  I don't think it's a prank 'cuz no grown man is going to play that much.  It makes me uneasy, it really does."

… At the Euins home a light burns on the front and back porches all night.

When testifying before the Commission 3/10/64 Euins said he did not know whether the man with a gun whom he had seen in the window of the Texas School Book Depository was a Negro or a Caucasian [Hearings II, p.  208].  
Shown a copy of his affidavit of 11/22/63 [CE 367] he maintained he had not made the statement "this was a white man."  Mr. Specter: Did you tell the people at the police station that he was a white man, or did they make a mistake when they wrote that down here?  Euins: They must have made a mistake ...  AP, 1105 pes, Sid Moody

8/15/66
p. 273
Wilma Tice

p. 274
Bill Beckman

p. 274
Patrick T. Dean

p. 276-280
Warren Reynolds

p. 280
Acquilla Clemons

p. 28i 
Amos L. Euins

p. 281
Helen Markham

p. 285
Jean Hill

p. 285
Domingo Benavides

p. 285
Harold Williams  Rush to Judgment, Mark Lane, pp. 273 ff.

8/19/66
Richard Stark and Paul-Michel Mielche said they were harassed and threatened in Dallas while working on documentary film Rush to Judgment.  They said their impression was that the police "were more concerned about our footage on the death of Tippit … than in the Kennedy shooting."  Some of the witnesses to appear in the film were threatened by anonymous telephone callers.  Stark and Mielche, warned that "someone" was looking for them at their motel, packed and left Dallas.  San Francisco Chronicle

8/28/66
... Item: Albert G. Bogard, an automobile salesman who tried to sell a car to a man calling himself Lee Oswald, was beaten up by some men after testifying and was sent to a hospital.  Book Week, Norman Mailer, p. 5

11/66
In addition to detailing the killing of several individuals connected in one way or another, there are many references to the atmosphere of fear and the people affected by it: Wanda Joyce Killam, Acquilla Clemmons, George Senator, newsmen including Keith Shelton; Wilma Tice, Karen Lynn Bennett, Harold Richard Williams, Domingo Benavides.

... The most consistent of the seeming pasterns of intimidation involves those who knew something about the murder of Jefferson Davis Tippit.  …  Ramparts, p. 29 In The Shadow of Dallas, David Welsh; Ramparts, p. 31 Editorials from the Midlothian Mirror, by Penn Jones, Ramparts, p. 39 The Legacy of Penn Jones, Jr., David Welsh

3/27/67
David R. Kroman had been conducting own investigation of assassination, claimed he knew identity of killer, had planned press conference evening of 3/27.  Claimed several attempts had been made on his life.  Driving between Minneapolis and Bismarck, ND, carrying documents on assassination, was followed for some distance by two cars, forced off road at gunpoint.  Found 4 a.m. in locked car, partially paralyzed, semi-conscious, incoherent.  Sent to mental institution.

Check stories 3/28 for more detail.  Kroman started his investigation 12/63.  Had met Cuban in Miami [no date given] who told him JFK killed by man named Manuel Torres.  Gives details of earlier attacks on himself, including incident when papers taken from him in Tennessee motel, 1/64.  AP, 801 pls

3/29/67
Asked by newsmen, confirms has had threats against his life as result of his investigation.  AP, 219 pcs

3/30/67
See Garrison on intimidation, San Francisco Chronicle

Lane, over 100 death threats [Billy Rose show, tape No. 41]

Raymond Cummings [See Garrison 3/13/67]

Nancy Perrin Rich [Warren Report, Hearings XIV, p. 355]

4/5/67
Houston - Norman Hooten, the former Dallas Deputy sheriff who says Jack Ruby made many disclosures to him and is writing a book about Ruby, has resigned his post as a game warden.

Says he was shot at 3/29/67 near League City near Houston on a rural road and car window shattered.  Resigned, he said, under fire from his superior, but J. R. Singleton, director of the parks & wildlife department, said he didn't know why Hooten quit.

Hooten also holds what he says is a will from Ruby giving him a ring, watch and suit of clothes  [See Ruby will sequence].

Singleton said in Austin: "He resigned on his own accord, I did call him into my office last week to discuss damage to a state vehicle and how it occurred.  Hooten did tell me he was writing a book on Jack Ruby but I told him that was his business as long as he did it on his own personal time.   … He didn’t resign to me.  It wasn't until some time later that I received word …”

Hooten said Singleton told him he had "no business being involved in writing any books about Jack Ruby or knowing anything about the assassination or anything else."

League City police chief B. T. Austin said an investigation by his office has failed to confirm the incident in which Hooten says he was shot at.

Hooten now moved back to Garland, a Dallas suburb, and is said to have taken a job with an insurance company.  AP, A174

4/7/67
Ramparts magazine office at 301 Broadway burglarized between 2 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. 4/6 Publisher Edward Keating said they took bank statements going back 10 years, and "they also took my personal file dealing with the Warren Commission Report.  I don't see a pattern."

Although Ramparts recently exposed the CIA's role in subsidizing the National Students Association, Keating said he doubted if the burglary was committed by an angry arm of the federal government.  "The CIA or FBI would have slipped in here and photographed everything they wanted and then slipped out - and nobody would have ever known about it."

Front door had been jimmied.

But on the other hand, he speculated, maybe the burglar was in truth "tremendously clever - and covered up by being made to look clumsy."  San Francisco Chronicle

4/18/67
At 200’ – Lane has received more than 100 death threats, some by phone, some by letter.  Mark Lane on Billy Rose Show, KNEW, Oakland

5/24/67
New Orleans - Reporting second time Carlos Quiroga summoned to appear before grand jury, UPI says "the grand jury is to meet today in the attic of the Criminal District Court building … Garrison aides said the move to the attic was made because of noise in the existing quarters."  San Francisco Examiner UPI
6/67
Telephone threat to [Jim Garrison’s] wife.  Ramparts, William W. Turner, p. 29
6/22/67
Lee Bowers – died 8/9/66, Midlothian Mirror
7/27/67
James Hicks. See 7/27/67 et seq.

9/29/67
Mort Sahl - describes two attempts on his life, also career difficulties.  LA Free Press
11/67
Orest Pena - after long series of threats, beaten while on his way to make prearranged telephone call to Weisberg, 4/3/67  Oswald in New Orleans, Harold Weisberg, pp. 301, 303, 307, 314-316, 393.

Evaristo Rodriguez, Pena's bartender - received a number of warnings not to talk after having given license number to the FBI of two Mexicans in whom they had "expressed interest"; later was shot at.  Oswald in New Orleans, Harold Weisberg, pp. 304, 393


Note on this in Garrison, 4/3/67.

11/10-16/67
Roger D. Craig - witness who saw man resembling Oswald run down grassy knoll after assassination, to be picked up by car; later identified man as Oswald when he saw him in Fritz's office.  Says there is another witness who can corroborate his testimony, cannot name him at this time.  Craig shot at 11/1, a week after he had returned from meeting Garrison.  Berkeley Barb, Steven D. Craig

12/31/67
For efforts at Intimidation of Loran Eugene Hall, see page under his name.

5/7/68
On Drew Pearson column, no date given.  [3/3/67?]  Column on CIA-Robert Kennedy plan to kill Castro suggests that Castro, in retaliation, plotted to assassinate JFK; "Could [Robert Kennedy] have been plagued by the terrible thought that he had helped put into motion forces that indirectly may have brought about his brother's martyrdom[?]"  Column was written by Jack Anderson [who told someone in the Senate[?] that it was based on a handout from the CIA, ostensibly as indication to RFK that the CIA is not afraid to release the basic information as well.

If this is the column Lane had in mind, it appeared soon after Garrison's investigation became public, [2/17/67].  Lane, talk given at San Pablo, CA

5/7/68
In the first two years of his investigation into the assassination Lane received over 100 death threats. Lane, talk given at San Pablo, CA

5/24/68
Loran Eugene Hall - see Garrison file 5/24/68, and interview by LA Free Press.

6/21/68
Augusto Marcelli [correspondent for Paese Sera, Rome] shot at on two occasions.  The first attempt in New York, after publication of an article by him on the assassination was published by [French?] magazine, L'Affaire.  This attempt was made 15 days after the assassination, after telephone threats.

Second attempt, apparently in 2/64, possibly in Chicago; date and place unclear from story.  Attempt came after Marcelli had written a story on Ruby, Milton Klein and Oswald, and after he had learned of a meeting of Cuban exiles in Chicago, 1/63, at which assassination of JFK was planned, the plot including Oswald. LA Free Press, Paul Eberle

Reference to Marcelli's account of this plot included in story by Jack Smith, National Guardian, 2/27/64.

11/1/68
Roger Craig - See Garrison file, 11/1/67 and 11/10/67; 3/1/68, LA Free Press.

11/14/68
"An unreported bit of news out of Dallas this week [11/10-16 is that Harry Dean Thomas, husband of the widow of J. D. Tippit, is in a Dallas Hospital in critical condition from a severe beating.  He had a ruptured artery in the brain.  No news as to who administered the beating." Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

11/22/68
Thomas, 46, "almost died earlier this month of a ballooning blood vessel in the brain, but is now recovering."  San Francisco Examiner [Anniversary, 1968]

1/9/69
Charles Allen Tippit, 20-year-old son of J. D. Tippit, charged in Dallas [1/8] with assault to rape.  Alleged assault occurred New Year's morning.  Story does not say if woman involved named him or later identified him; only link seems to be that his wallet was said to have been found in her apartment.  San Francisco Chronicle

3/26/70
"Shortly after Warren Reynolds was shot in Dallas on 1/23/64, Darrell Wayne Garner was arrested as a suspect.  Betty Mooney MacDonald told the police that Garner was in bed with her at the time of the shooting of Reynolds.  A week later, Miss MacDonald was found hanging in the Dallas City Jail.

"Garner repeatedly told Jim Garrison that Will Fritz in Dallas had threatened Garner's life.

"Garner, 30, is now dead [no date given] of an alleged overdone of heroin.  Death came in Metairie, LA near New Orleans.  He was buried in Dallas 1/24/70." Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

