Oswald, Marguerite


11/29/63
Dallas - Dallas Morning News said Oswald's mother said he was questioned three times by the FBI before the President was slain.

The first time was in Ft. Worth in 1962, right after Oswald returned from Russia; the second in New Orleans last summer, when Oswald was arrested for distributing pro-Castro literature, and the last time was after the family moved to Irving last September, the paper said.  UPI
12/4/63
Dallas - … In another development today:

Secret Service agents left the Ft. Worth home of Mrs. Marguerite Oswald ...

She protested vigorously against being alone, pursuing the three agents across the porch and onto the lawn.

She demanded some of the records the agents took with them, but the agents said the documents belonged to the Secret Service, not Mrs. Oswald.

A Secret Service spokesman said Mrs. Oswald was not an object of community reaction and thus needed no guard.

Oswald's Russian-born wife, Marina, remained under the protection of the Secret Service at an undisclosed place.  AP, 2:51 p.m. CST, Jerry Pillard

12/12/63
Mrs. [Marguerite] Oswald released to the press 16 of the 18 letters she received from her son during his stay in the Soviet Union.  Two of the letters were withheld by the FBI.  National Guardian, Jack A. Smith

1/27/64
Ft. Worth - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald said tonight that her daughter-in-law's statement [on television interview, 1/27] that Lee Harvey Oswald killed President Kennedy shows "Marina has been in seclusion too long."  …

"Where does she get these facts?  Who has been talking to Marina?  I know that I have not been allowed to talk to her and I know many other persons who have not been allowed to talk to her," the elder Mrs. Oswald said tonight in an interview with station KBOX of Dallas.

"For a long time I have believed that a profound effort has been made to change her belief in Lee's innocence," the mother said.

Mrs. Oswald said that it is her belief that all "the facts" to [sic] which her daughter-in-law based her conclusion as to her husband's guilt came from Secret Service agents.  AP, 5:03 p.m. CST

1/28/64
[No dateline] - The mother of Lee L. Oswald said today that she and her daughter-in-law almost met accidentally at Oswald's grave yesterday, but that Secret Service agents had kept them apart.

The two have been separated since the funeral for Oswald.

... Mrs. Oswald said the "Secret Service agents whisked my daughter-in-law away the minute they spotted me.  She didn't have a chance to say anything."

…  Mrs. Oswald said:

"They had no right keeping me from speaking to my daughter-in-law and granddaughter."  New York Times [AP]

1/29/64
Dallas - … At today's news conference both Mrs. Oswald and Lane made public letters from J. Lee Rankin ... saying that it was not advisable for Lane to have access to the material the commission has or to represent Mrs. Oswald at the committee sessions.  AP, 7:42 p.m. CST

See Warren Commission, 1/21/64, AP, 9:09 p.m. CST

2/64
Marina Oswald had been taken to the home of Irving Police Chief C. J. Wirasnik for her own protection [when?] and was watching the news of her husband's shooting on television.

… Her mother-in-law was outside in a patrol car listening to the police radio and got the news first.  The Torch is Passed, p. 78

2/7/64
Washington, [2/6] - … The text of Chief Justice Warren's remarks follows:

The Commission announces that Mrs. Marguerite Oswald ... has requested that she be allowed to testify before the Commission and produce evidence that she has.  … She has also been informed that she may have her counsel present and that he may interrogate her.  New York Times, William M. Blair

2/8/64
Ft. Worth [no date] - … Mrs. Oswald ... said she was "thrilled to death [close quote?] to have finally broken through to testify in Washington before the presidential Commission ...

"It was a real fight," she said.

She said telegrams were sent to Chief Justice Earl Warren and President Lyndon B. Johnson requesting to be heard.  She also credited numerous statements to news media for pressing her demands.  News Call Bulletin [UPI]

2/8/64
Washington, [2/7] - … Answering questions in a television studio here, Mrs. [Marina] Oswald said she did not want to talk with Oswald's mother, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald of Ft. Worth, because she was "too much bad for me.”  New York Times, William M. Blair

2/8/64
Ft. Worth - … Mrs. [Marguerite] Oswald ... said she was "thrilled to death" to have finally broken through to testify in Washington before the presidential Commission …

"It was a real fight," she said.

She said telegrams were sent to Chief Justice Earl Warren and President Lyndon B. Johnson requesting to be heard.  San Francisco News Call Bulletin [UPI]

2/8/64
Ft. Worth - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald prepared to testify before the Warren Commission Monday and tell about a "third life" that affected her accused assassin son, ...

"I have some trump cards, she said. "I will tell the commission about Lee's life, my life, and a third life."

"Don't ask me any more questions," she said when pressed about the "third life."  San Francisco News Call Bulletin [UPI]

2/9/64
Washington - … Before boarding her plane in Dallas, Mrs. [Marguerite] Oswald told a brief news conference that she had never been questioned by either the Secret Service or the FBI …  AP, 8:15 p.m. EST

2/10/64
Washington - The mother of Lee Harvey Oswald testified for six hours today but so far has said "nothing that would change the picture," Chief Justice Earl Warren told reporters.

… Warren said Mrs. Oswald, before the hearing, notified the commission that her attorney, Mark Lane of New York, was busy on other matters.  She asked the Commission to appoint a lawyer for her.  The Commission referred the request to the District of Columbia Bar Association which named [John M.] Doyle to take over on short notice.  AP, 356 pcs, Sterling Green

2/11/64
Washington, [2/10] … Chief Justice Warren said Mrs. Oswald had telephoned Mr. Rankin last week, requesting that she be permitted to testify and that the Commission name counsel for her.  Mr. Rankin suggested, Mr. Warren said, that she bring her own lawyer but she replied that her lawyer was unable to be in Washington because he was engaged in other matters.

Mrs. Oswald has said that Mark Lane of New York had agreed to represent her son before the Presidential Commission without fee.

Mr. Rankin consulted with the Chief Justice on her request for counsel, Mr. Warren said, adding that he had suggested Mr. Pratt be called.  [John Pratt, President of the District of Columbia Bar Association]

Mr. Pratt was understood to have checked the idea with other lawyers, who also recommended Mr. [John F.] Doyle, a former United States Attorney. Mr. Doyle telephoned Mrs. Oswald Friday and agreed to accept the assignment.  New York Times, William M. Blair

2/11/64
Washington - … Chief Justice Warren told reporters that [Marguerite Oswald] appeared today "with two lawyers," [John F.] Doyle and [Mark] Lane.

Warren said he asked Lane if he was representing Mrs. Oswald in the proceeding; that Lane looked at Mrs. Oswald and she stated that he would be in the city only a few hours and asked if he could remain beside her.

Doyle at that point said he had been appointed to represent her in the absence of her own counsel and that if she now had a lawyer he would have to ask to be excused.

Warren then asked the witness which lawyer she wanted. She left the hearing room for a talk with Lane and returned to say that Doyle would represent her.  Lane still said he would like to remain just to hear the testimony and not to participate.  This, the commission refused.  AP, 7:44 p.m. CST, Sterling F. Green

2/11/64
Washington - … Lane accompanied Mrs. Oswald to her second day of testimony, but already had been refused the right to be present ...  Instead, he sent two questions into the hearing room for her to answer.  … Lane's [second] question - intended, he said, to show that the family of Oswald was detained involuntarily - produced testimony from the mother that all four the two women and Marina's two small daughters - were kept under surveillance in a motel.

On 11/27, Mrs. Oswald said, she tried to leave the motel by a bedroom door.  As she stepped outside – according to Lane's account of her testimony - two agents seized her, one by either arm, and turned her around, escorted her inside and closed the door.

One then went to a tape recorder and made an oral report on the incident, Lane quoted the woman as saying.  AP, 2:43 p.m. CST

2/11/64
Washington - A second lawyer for Mrs. Marguerite Oswald tried without success today to participate in her questioning by the Warren Commission.  … Although [Mark] Lane was not in the closed hearing room ... he said he was able to state that [she] gave the Commission this testimony:

· That on the afternoon of 11/22, a few hours after the assassination ... the young widow was confronted in Dallas police headquarters with the Italian-made carbine found in a sniper's nest in the Texas School Book Depository building where Oswald worked;

· That upon returning home, the young woman told her mother-in-law that the police had asked her whether Oswald owned a gun, and that she had replied "Mama, I told them the truth, I told them yes;"

· That Marina then was asked whether the gun in police hands was her husband's, and that she replied: "Mama, I told them I did not think so because it did not look like Lee's gun.”  …

Noting that [Marina] testified last week that the presumed assassination weapon was in fact the rifle which Oswald purchased by mail last March ... Lane said the discrepancy between that testimony and her earlier words to her mother-in-law indicated she had been "brainwashed."

That was the only evidence that would be admissible in court," he said.

"The testimony today, therefore, tends to weaken the only valid testimony given by Marina and tends to show what her impression was when it was freshest.  It indicates that there has been a classical example of brainwashing."  AP, 7:44, p.m. CST

2/11/64
Washington, [2/10] - ... Mr. Warren disclosed, in answer to a question on whether she had a close relationship with her son, Lee H. Oswald, that "she had not been in communication with her son for one year prior to the assassination."

Asked if this meant by letters as well as by personal communication, Mr. Warren said that that was so.  He also said there was no indication of any ill feeling between the mother and her son.

If the mother had not been in touch with her son for a year, that would place the time of her last contact as 11/62, a few months after he returned from the Soviet Union.  New York Times, William M. Blair

2/12/64
Washington, [2/11] - … [Mark] Lane said the Oswald family had not been given any protection by the Secret Service and Federal Bureau of Investigation until after Oswald had been shot.  Then they were taken to a motel.  New York Times, William M. Blair

2/12/64
Washington - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald said today she told the Warren Commission she believes her son was a U.S. intelligence agent who was "set up to take the 'blame" for President Kennedy's assassination.

... Chief Justice Earl Warren told newsmen after the hearing, however, that [she] … offered no evidence to support her belief that [Oswald] ... was a secret agent for the Central Intelligence Agency.

[Mrs. Oswald told a press conference] "Yes, I believe Lee was an intelligence agent, and I so stated to the Warren Commission.  … I have as much circumstantial evidence that he was, as the Dallas police that he was the assassin.  Being an agent, he would not say it to anyone."

Warren said the commission has received no evidence from any federal agency to substantiate the view that Oswald ever worked for any government agency.  AP, 5:41 p.m. CST, Sterling Green

2/20/64
Following her three days of testimony before the Commission, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald said she believed her son was "a U.S. intelligence agent set up to take the blame" for the killing.  She continued "Who can prove he is not a CIA agent?  …  He isn't going to say he's a CIA agent, and the government isn't going to say he is."  National Guardian
See New York Times, 2/13/64, William M. Blair

2/12/64
Washington, [2/11] - … [Mark Lane] said the Oswald family had not been given any protection by the Secret Service and Federal Bureau of Investigation until after Oswald had been shot.  Then they were taken to a motel.  New York Times, William M. Blair

2/13/64
Washington, [2/13] - ... The Dallas News reported on Tuesday [2/11] that one of the witnesses who might soon be called was a janitor in the Texas School Book Depository …

… The News said the janitor has reported that Oswald spoke to him on the fourth-floor stairway landing, saying he was going upstairs to eat lunch.

... When advised of the Dallas report, the Chief Justice paused and smiled before replying: "Well, maybe they know I don't."  AP, 131 aes, Sterling Green

See Marguerite Oswald, 5/9/64, National Guardian

2/13/64
Washington - Intelligence chief John A. McCone said today [through a CIA spokesman] that "Lee Oswald was never directly or indirectly linked with the CIA."  AP, 12:34 p.m. CST

2/13/64
On 2/11 Mrs. [Marguerite] Oswald again [appeared before the Commission].  … Lane did not appear officially before the Commission, but submitted in writing two questions which she answered.

The second question concerned her discussion with Marina about Marina's questioning by the Dallas police 11/22  …  She said Marina told her she was asked whether her husband had a gun.  She answered in the affirmative.  Then, when shown the alleged murder weapon, she was asked whether this was her husband's gun.  Marina said, according to Mrs. Oswald: "I do not think that that is Lee's gun."  National Guardian
3/2/64
Account of sale of photo of Oswald holding gun by James Martin [et al?] to Life and Detroit Free Press.  Marguerite threatening to sue Life for cover photo which she said may have had Lee's head on someone else's body.  Newsweek, A Big Sale, p. 80

3/7/64
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said today Lee Harvey Oswald, ... and Jack L. Ruby ... never served as confidential informants of the FBI. Hoover issued this statement:

"To set the record straight and to refute the misinformation which has been maliciously circulated, I want to state unequivocally that Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack L. Ruby were never FBI informants; that they were never employed by this bureau in any capacity; nor did they ever render any services for or receive any sums of money from the FBI."  AP
3/10/64
Dallas - The state blocked Mrs. Marguerite Oswald from attending today the trial of Jack Ruby, who killed her son.  Prosecutors said they feared an outburst from her, which would force a new trial.

Prosecutors kept her out of the courtroom as a spectator by subpoenaing her as a witness.  She can enter court now only do testify.  …

Assistant District Attorney A. D. Jim Bowie said the state feared that an outburst from Mrs. Oswald in front of the jury would constitute a reversible error, thereby forcing the court to re-start the trial from the beginning, including selection of jurors.

Before the surprise subpoena, Mrs. Oswald told newsmen, "I have thought this over thoroughly and I have now decided to attend the trial.  I think this will satisfy me as a mother.  This really should be Lee's trial, and my presence there may give me just some little new clue." ...  AP
3/10/64
Dallas - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald visited today the Texas School Book Depository building … she did not go to the sixth floor, she said. ...  She said she would not comment on results of her investigation, adding: "If I solve this case, then I will tell you boys."

A source inside the Depository said Mrs. Oswald asked whether her son was working the day Kennedy was killed and about the clothes he wore …

The building was locked after she entered and no one else was permitted entry.

...  Mrs. Oswald tried to enter the Ruby trial court-room today but was thwarted when prosecutors subpoenaed her as a witness, meaning she must remain outside the courtroom unless called to testify.  AP

3/11/64
Dallas, 3/10 -The prosecution subpoenaed Lee H. Oswald's mother today in order to keep her out of the courtroom where Jack L. Ruby is on trial for killing her son.

Judge Joe B. Brown sent word to Mrs. Marguerite Oswald asking her to stay away from the court.

But Mrs. Oswald, who returned to Dallas from New York last night, notified Sheriff Bill Decker this morning that she intended to appear at the court as a spectator.

Shortly before 9 a.m. Mrs. Oswald arrived in a taxicab.  As she waited at the courtroom door, a sheriff's deputy served her with a subpoena and escorted her to the witness room.  …

Before the jury entered the courtroom, she was led before Judge Brown and sworn as a witness.

Mrs. Oswald did not look at Ruby during her brief moment in the courtroom and he did not seem to recognize her.  New York Times, Jack Langguth

3/12/64
Dallas -- Mrs. Marguerite Oswald stalked angrily away from the Texas School Book Depository today after she was denied entrance.

"Do you know who I am?" she demanded of an attendant who told her she could not enter.

"I'm the mother of the accused assassin."

"I know who you are," the man replied, "but I can't let anyone in.  That's the order from the President of the company."  …


She had visited the Depository earlier in the week and questioned employees about her son's activities on 11/22.

Mrs. Oswald said she sought to enter the building again today to go to the sixth floor, from where police say the assassin's bullets were fired.

As she left, Roy Truly, the Depository manager, commented: "We're not running a scenic tour here."  AP
3/14/64
Dallas - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald said today she wished the jury had sentenced Jack Ruby to life imprisonment rather than death in the electric chair.

"I want him alive," she said of the man who killed her son.  "I want him alive because I believe Jack Ruby was a paid killer who deprived my son of his trial.  I am confident I can prove there are things to be brought out." …

"I also want Jack Ruby alive to help in his own way.  I believe Lee was a pawn in the assassination of President Kennedy.  The death of Ruby would make my theory very hard to prove.  I believe Jack Ruby was paid to kill Lee, because Lee did not kill officer Tippit."

Mrs. Oswald said she is convinced officer Tippit was killed in order to implicate her son in the assassination.  Then, she said, Ruby was hired to kill Lee before he could be brought to trial.

Mrs. Oswald said she will make a public appeal soon for funds to continue her investigation into the assassination of President Kennedy.

"I don't want money for myself. I need a stenographer and an investigator and money enough to pay hotel bills for one year.  … I feel that somewhere there is someone who will come forward with enough money for me to maintain a hotel headquarters for one year. ... she added that the person or persons contributing funds for the investigation could have political involvements.  "I just want them to have a sense of justice."  AP, James Mangan

3/24/64
New York – [Mrs. Oswald visited UN headquarters, said she was returning to Washington for the fifth time to talk to Soviet officials about Lee’s activities in Russia].

"I think Ruby came into the picture on 11/23 as a paid killer to shut Lee up," she said.

"I work from the contention that my son was framed, and so I want to know who framed my son."

Asked why anyone would want to frame her son, she replied: "I know my son was a government agent."  AP
4/2/64
New York - Mrs. Marguerite C. Oswald has announced that she did missed New York lawyer Mark Lane, who sought before the Warren Commission to clear her late son, Lee Harvey Oswald, of the killing of President Kennedy.

Mrs. Oswald told a newsman yesterday at her New York Hotel [Beckman Tower] that she wrote to Lane on Tuesday dispensing with his services.

She said Lane had don a fine investigating job but "his services are no longer required because I an able to conduct my own investigation."

She complained that she had received no contributions from an appeal she made in Chicago 3/21 for money to pay for an office, investigator and stenographer and she felt this was because people mistakenly believed she was affiliated with Lanes "citizens committee of inquiry.”  She asked Lane to stop any "organized campaign on behalf of her son through this committee, and to send her a copy of his report to the Warren Commission,

Lane, replying the same day he received Mrs. Oswald's letter, agreed to termination of the attorney-client relationship and promised a copy of his report.  [But he said nothing about disbanding the citizens committee.]  AP
5/9/64
Mark Lane ... charged the Secret Service with deliberately planting a false story in the press ...  According to Lane, the … falsification concerned an article in the 2/10 issue of the Ft. Worth Star-Telegram ...  "The story broke the same day Oswald's mother was to appear as the first witness on behalf of Lee Oswald.  It was obviously calculated to prevent press coverage of any witness who was going to raise doubts about Oswald's guilt." National Guardian
[Story given by Mike Howard, Secret Service, to Thayer Waldo, reporter for Ft. Worth Star-Telegram: a Negro janitor, looking out of a window on the same floor Texas School Book Depository, hear first shot, saw Oswald and was prepared to identify him.  AP account of Star-Telegram story, 2/9, 813 to 1143 pcs.]

See Marguerite Oswald 2/13/64 AP 131 aes, Sterling Green

8/12/64
Bob Considine – in column on Warren Report, Considine says “Marguerite contradicted under oath Marina’s published statement that Oswald went to Mexico hoping to arrange to move to Cuba or return to Russia.  She said Marina had said to her some time before 11/22/63, “Mama, I write to Russian consul.  I want to go back to Russia.  I like America.  But lee no get work!

Also quotes Marguerite as saying she thinks Tippit gave Lee safe conduct out of the School Depository and then “they” ordered Tippit killed.  “I asked who ‘they’ were, and again they said, “Why its right there before you,’”

9/64
[Account of a visit lasting apparently several days with Mrs. Oswald in Ft. Worth and Dallas, including a tour of the Oak Cliff section, alleged police threats against Mrs. Helen Markham and her family, and Mrs. Oswald’s insistence on her son’s innocence and that he was an American agent.  No job, funds running low, but confident “something will turn up.]  The Realist, The Unsinkable Marguerite Oswald, Harold Feldman, p. 12

9/27/64
Ft. Worth --Marguerite Oswald's reaction to the Warren Report.

... “I can break this whole thing apart - I'm going to make fools of them. ... this is not justice ..."

[Reiterates her belief Oswald innocent.]

… She criticized the omission ... of a detailed account of her son's slaying.  The Commission said its report in this area was limited in scope because the Jack Ruby trial still was pending.  [on appeal]

Mrs. Oswald charged that the report should not have been released until the Ruby proceedings were completed a and hinted that the release date was linked to "political reasons." ...

... She criticized Oswald's widow, Marina, for or accepting the official theory of the assassination and accused her daughter-in-law of lying to investigators about Oswald's diary.

[Same story in San Francisco Examiner 9/28 except last 8 grafs.]

9/28/64
Ft. Worth - Single policeman still guarding Oswald's grave at night.  Visitors come mostly with cameras.  Marguerite been paying two or three visits a week during past month.  Washington Star AP
11/5/64
The Oswald Family, Elizabeth Hardwick, New York Review of Books

11/15/64
Round-up story on anniversary of assassination.

11/23/64
Washington - Story on AP Sgt. John Picks testimony before Warren Commission.  Says he believes she "is out right now to make as much money as she can on her relationship with Lee Harvey Oswald."

"That is the only thing - I don't really believe she really believes he is innocent.  I think she is out to make money than if she has to say he is guilty.  I think she is a phony in the whole deal."  AP

2/27/65
Los Angeles - "One of the loneliest women on earth." ...no contact with other two sons, sister in New Orleans or friends ... no income since last September ... still gets many calls, some from cranks ... but frequently meets sympathizers at grave.  AP 5pps

Same sty in LA Times, 2/28/65, by Charles Hillinger, with additional detail that millions of Americans agree lee didn't do it alone.

2/23/65
Dallas - Marina files to be named administrator of Lee s estate.  Story says Oswald's funeral paid for by insurance policy held by Marguerite.  New York Times UPI
5/17/65
Fort Worth - Marguerite phoned AP, tearfully reported she been placed under surveillance, followed by police car when she left apartment.  Apparently due to visit by Hubert Humphrey to nearby Dallas to address The President's Club [demos who've contributed $1,000 or more].  Police chief Cato Hightower confirmed she was under surveillance, she said.  AP 319pcs

9/19 –10/1/65
New York - Oswald mementos auctioned along with JFK memorabilia.  Oswald items brought total of $7,165.  AP, San Francisco Chronicle, Rocky Mountain News
11/4/65
Ft. Worth, TX - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald said today she agreed with Dallas District Attorney Henry Wade that Jack Ruby's death sentence should be reduced to life imprisonment.  But, she added, a special law should be passed to be sure that Ruby would remain behind bars for life.  [There is no way a convict can be kept behind bars in Texas for life provided he has a good prison record.  AP, 150 pcs.]

... Mrs. Oswald ... said she ... agreed with Wade that Ruby should be kept alive for interviews and historical purposes. AP 851 pcs

11/20/65
Round-up story on anniversary of assassination.

Time has not slackened her personal investigation of the assassination.  She spends most of her time in her new, brick home in Ft. Worth, reading and talking about the triple slaying.  Her income apparently comes from her lectures and writing efforts.  The sale of her son's letters provided the down payment for the new house.  Mrs. Oswald periodically visits her son's grave in Ft. Worth's Rose Hill Cemetery, and travels to Dallas to "interview witnesses."  AP 801 aes, Mike Cochran

11/22[?]/65
[Marguerite Oswald] has applied for a passport and announced that she will ask the Russian embassy for a visa.  She plans to visit Russia next spring in the hope of finding out something as a "mother" that her son's acquaintances during the three years he spent in Russia would not tell the authorities.  She takes the view that her son died innocent and may be a "patsy" for a real assassin.  San Francisco Examiner, UPI
12/29/65
Washington - Asks Navy to change Oswald's Marine discharge to honorable. AP 716pes

12/30/65
Drew Pearson - Navy turns appeal over to civilian review board."  San Francisco Chronicle
Undated
Navy rejects petition, grounds no new evidence presented.  San Francisco Chronicle
2/25/66
A Mother in History, by Jean Stafford; Farrar, Straus & Giroux; publication date.

6/66
The Warren Report is often wrong, full of unchallenged contradictions in witness testimony, and based on a close-minded approach.

For these reasons there is no doubt in my mind that the judgment as brought in by the seven commission members
"lone assassin"-- will be overruled.

To believe otherwise would be disbelieve in America, reason and justice.

Also I would like to state that in my opinion it was un-American of the seven Commission members not to include the words "alleged" or "accused."

You will note that my son, Lee Harvey Oswald never received his Constitutional right of a trial by jury.  Ft. Worth, TX, Marguerite C. Oswald, Mother of Lee Harvey Oswald  The Minority of One, Letter to the Editor, p. 29.

6/66
… There is no doubt in my mind that the judgment as brought in by the seven commission members "lone assassin" - will be overruled.

... In my opinion it was un-American of the seven Commission members not to include the words "alleged" or "accused," The Minority of One, From Letter to the Editor.  Marguerite Oswald

6/14/66
Marguerite Oswald at Ruby's sanity trial, asked by Judge Holland not to make any use of pictures she took through window of courtroom.  San Francisco Chronicle
8/15/66
... Of course, Mr. Hoover admitted, there would always be some extremists who would not yield to such reasoning, but the Commission must not be misled by them.  For instance, there was Mrs. Marguerite Oswald, Oswald's mother.  She was 'emotionally unstable': she believed her son to be innocent and had gone about saying so 'for money': i.e. she had given public lectures.  Mr. Hoover believed that she had made 'a substantial sum'.  For these reasons Marguerite Oswald must not be heeded.  On the contrary, Marina Oswald, Oswald's widow, was 'a far more reliable person': she believed that her husband was guilty.  Mr. Hoover did not mention that she had made ten times as much money by insisting on Oswald's guilt as her mother-in-law had made by protesting his innocence.  He preferred to rely on a knock-out proof of Marguerite Oswald's unreliability: 'the first indication of her emotional instability', he said, 'was the retaining of a lawyer that anyone would not have retained if they really were serious in trying to get down to the facts'.  This lawyer was the author of this book, Mr. Mark Lane. Rush to Judgment, Introduction, Hugh Trevor-Roper, p. 8

10/66
... What rubbish!  The burden of evidence in fact lends considerable credence to Marguerite Oswald's constant thesis - that her son had gone to the Soviet Union on clandestine assignment by his own government.  She made that suggestion, it should be remembered, in 1/61 [CE2681] - almost three years before the assassination of President Kennedy at the hands of unknown murderers.  The record of Oswald's relations with the State Department and other federal agencies, particularly the FBI, despite many blanks and missing links, goes a long distance toward vindicating the intuition and inferences of Oswald's mother.  ...  The Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, Sylvia Meagher, pp. 22-27.

11/22/66
Washington - … [Speaking by telephone from Ft. Worth, TX, Marguerite Oswald said,] "Examined in depth, the Warren Report is often wrong, is full of unchallenged contradictions in witnesses' testimony.  The majority of official reports submitted to the commission members is a mass of errors …

"In the words of my late son, Lee Harvey Oswald, 'I don't know what this is all about.'

"He was telling the truth.  He was framed and since then he and his family have been pushed about for political gain ..." Oakland Tribune AP
12/1/66
San Antonio – {rove him innocent or guilty, put prove it, she tells WOAI-TV in interview.

I believe that if we break the Tippit killing, we’ll have the key.

Repeats charge Oswald was a patsy.

Says he was processed for dire need discharge and his passport at the same time, which shows both the USMC and “my government” had full knowledge he was going to Russia.

Has received $1300 in donations, had a $900 insurance policy of Oswald, and sold letters for $5,000 and some odd dollars.

Now starting to ask reimbursement for speaking engagements.  WOAI paid her expenses here.  AP cw

New York Times AP version says she went $2,500 in debt last year.

1/5/67
Ft. Worth - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald called today for an investigation of the death of Jack Ruby.  "Again you have a situation that falls into place," she told a news conference at her home.

Said she had spent $2, 500 on investigative work last year and now broke.  Has only $1,300 in bank and going to have to sell some more letters.

She criticized again the conclusions of the Warren Report, waded into the unanswered questions which she blamed on closed sessions, suppressed evidence, unchallenged contradictions, conflicting expert testimony, negligent Commission procedures, misstatement of commission procedures. ...  AP B122, Micke Cochran

1/25/67
New York - Marguerite threatened to sue William Manchester for calling Oswald an assassin instead of an alleged assassin, but has not yet retained a lawyer.

In New York to tape a European TV program.  New York Times
6/67
Lady's Circle [NY]  "I Know Who Framed My Son:" account of an interview on the Alan Burke Show, WNEW-TV New York "recently."  Article treats Mrs. Oswald with respect and without ridicule.  Quotes her as telling Burke she not only knows who framed her son, but that she dropped the name repeatedly before the Warren Commission. She refused to comment on their reaction.  Describes him as an American, former Texan.  She remarks that she knows her case much better than she did 3 years ago.  Seems much surer of herself, less antagonistic.  Says she doesn't know who killed JFK nor whether her son was innocent or guilty.

[Private informant believes she talking about Fred Korth.  Cites her testimony mentioning him as Secretary of the Navy under JFK, notes he was fired a month before 11/22/63 after he had attended the meeting which decided on JFK trip to Dallas.]

She describes the man as the one "who used my son.”

1/10/69
Story datelined Ft. Worth, says five libel suits for $5 million each filed by Marguerite Oswald in federal court, 1/9, in which she claims the defendants made false and misleading statement about her and her son.  Named in the suits:

Rep. Gerald R. Ford, with John R. Stiles and Simon and Shuster, Inc.

Jim Bishop and Funk and Wagnall Co.

B Stephen White, the McMilland Publishing Co. and Columbia Broadcasting System.

Jimmy Breslin and the New York Magazine Co.

William Manchester, Harper & Row Publishers Inc., and Cowles Communications Inc.
1/28/69
Marguerite Oswald, in U.S. District Court, Ft. Worth, files two libel suits totaling $30 million against:

Renatus Hartogs and Lucy Freeman, and Thomas Crowell Co., publishers of Two Assassins.

Myrick Land, Barbara Land, Coward McCann, Inc., and Look Magazine, in connection with book entitled Lee and article entitled He was my brother.

Suits charge many false, untrue and misleading statements about herself and her son in the books and article.  AP












































































