Conspiracy, 1970+


3/5/70
"On 4/23/63, Vice President Lyndon Johnson made a round of appearances in Dallas [and] ... during the day's activities, Johnson spoke to 2,000 business and civic leaders ...  Included in Lyndon's remarks, according to page 22 of the Times-Herald of 4/24, are the quoted paragraphs:

"He said the President of the United States is like a pilot and the election is when the nation picks an airplane and a pilot for the next four years.  'Once you pick him, and you're flying across the water in bad weather, don't go up and open the door and try to knock him in the head.  He's the only pilot you have and if the plane goes down, you go with it.

"'At least wait until next November', before you shoot him, down.”

"November 1963 was not a Presidential election year! Did this man who had been an office holder for twenty five years forget his election calendar?"

Could have meant 11/64?  November of next year?  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

3/10/70
"After President Kennedy was shot, we now know there were twelve men, not ten, who were arrested and taken to Sheriff Bill Decker's office where they were held until Lee Oswald was captured.  So far as we know, only seven of the men were taken out of two railroad boxcars shortly after the shots were fired.  One boxcar was near the School Book Depository Building, the other near the Post Office Annex south of Commerce St."  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

4/6/70
Suit is filed 4/6/70 in U.S. District Court, Chicago, by Sherman Skolnick, described by AP as "legal researcher."  Suit charges National Archives with suppressing documents concerning alleged plot by five men [Skolnick says in interview 4/14/70 that there were “four, possibly five” involved in plot; suggests these were “a person known as Lee Harvey Oswald,” a Bradley alias Braden, a man name Gonzalez, "and a person that could be mistaken for Oswald by the name of Thomas Arthur Vallee."] to assassinate JFK in Chicago 11/2/63 and that when JFK canceled his appearance the assassination was rescheduled for Dallas three weeks later.

Suit says that less than an hour before JFK's scheduled appearance in Chicago one of the men was arrested for minor traffic violation.  Skolnick says this man, Thomas Arthur Vallee, "was a double for Lee Harvey Oswald," and that recent efforts to trace him have been unsuccessful.

See Warren Commission-Archives

5/70
See The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy: The Application of Computers To The Photographic Evidence, Richard E. Sprague, Computers and Automation
5/2/70
New York - [In a news conference yesterday, Richard Sprague,] a computer expert who analyzed 300 photographs and 25,000 frames of movies says President Kennedy was killed by a conspiracy involving more than 50 people, including some Dallas policemen and members of the CIA.  ...  [He said] four gunmen at different sites killed Kennedy in a crossfire.  Lee Harvey Oswald ... was not one of them, he said.  San Francisco Examiner [UPI]

5/70
For reasons that may be guessed, this book [Farewell America, by James Hepburn] is very hard to obtain in the United States but it can be bought in other countries.  Although it has Library of Congress catalog no. 68-57391, at the Library of Congress it is "not available."  Commercial importation of the book has been blocked by the U.S. Customs and the U.S. Post Office.  Computers and Automation, The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy: The Application of Computers To The Photographic Evidence, Richard E. Sprague, p. 31

7/14/70
Evidence Indicates JFK Planned Vietnam Pullout
... About two and a half months before he died, John F. Kennedy faced a microcosm of [Nixon's problem, whether or not to withdraw from Vietnam].  It has now been revealed that he was - on the eve of his death - very close to a decision.

... Three months later, John Kennedy was dead, and as [Senator Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island] put it in the speech which pointed up President Nixon's basic indecision, "it is a moot point whether President Kennedy would have continued to escalate our involvement if he had not been assassinated."

The point is indeed moot, though the story told above adds strength to the argument of Kennedy intimates that near the end of his life he increasingly persuaded that the war in Vietnam served no useful American purpose.  …  New Orleans States-Item, Mankiewicz and Braden

See also Conspiracy, 4/25-26/66.

8/3/70
White House Aide Reveals: 'JFK Goal - Quit Vietnam'

President Kennedy would have removed all American troops from South Vietnam in 1965 if he were re-elected. ... [This was disclosed] by Kenneth O'Donnell, a former presidential aide to Kennedy and Johnson in the current Life magazine. ...

O'Donnell said Kennedy, after consulting with General ... Douglas MacArthur and Senator Mike Mansfield [D-MT] in 1961 and 1962, agreed with both on "the need for a complete withdrawal from Vietnam" but planned to withhold announcement until after the 1964 election.

Mansfield confirmed yesterday that Kennedy had "definitely and unequivocally" made the withdrawal decision in the spring of 1963.  San Francisco Examiner

9/15/70
Senator George Murphy [R-CA] says he doubts that Sirhan Sirhan assassinated RFK "all by himself," and says Sirhan and Oswald may have been "acting under orders.  By whose orders, I'm not certain, but somebody, I think, instigated them."

Remarks were made in departure from prepared speech to Republican business and professional club in Fremont, CA, during campaign for re-election.  AP

10/9/70
Story [Rush of Crime Bills Voted by Senate in Night Session] says Senator Robert C. Byrd, Democrat of WV, claims that there have been 88 political assassinations, assaults and attempted assaults since 1835.  Story does not say if he listed these.  New York Times
1/18/71
… Most people would probably agree with Lord Harlech, British Ambassador in Washington ... and the President's friend, in saying:

"The Kennedy period was the last in which there was a feeling of optimism abroad in the world.  From 1961 to 1963 we were all of good cheer.  No one would think of using such an expression today."

… The ability to change - to learn from events, to listen to reasoned argument, to admit mistakes - was a good part of the Kennedy secret.  It was not changeableness one sensed, or equivocation; it was development.

It is on that quality that historians may eventually have to rest, for example, as they examine the unanswerable question of how Vietnam would have gone had Kennedy lived.  …  New York Times, Anthony Lewis

1/18-19/71
Castro Death Plot Charged to CIA
... The plot to knock off Castro began as part of the Bay of Pigs operation.  ...  To set up the Castro assassination, the CIA enlisted Robert Maheu, a former FBI agent with shadowy contacts, who had handled other undercover assignments for the CIA out of his Washington public relations office. ... Maheu recruited John Roselli, a ruggedly handsome gambler with contacts in both the American and Cuban underworlds, to arrange the assassination. ... The CIA assigned two of its most trusted operatives, William Harvey and James "Big Jim" O'Connell  ... to the mission.  [Attempt, by poison, failed.] ... Four more attempts were made on Castro's life, using Cuban assassination teams equipped with high-powered rifles, explosives and two-way radios. ... Roselli, Harvey, O'Connell and company had taken precautions ... to make sure not even the Cuban recruits knew the CIA was behind the plot.  Roselli posed as a representative of big oil interests which sought revenge against Castro expropriating their holdings in Cuba.  The weapons and other equipment were of foreign make, mostly Belgian, to prevent any link to the U.S.

... We spoke to John McCone, who headed the CIA at the time of the assassination attempts.  He acknowledged the idea had been discussed inside the CIA but insisted it had been "rejected immediately."  He vigorously denied that the CIA had ever participated in any plot on Castro's life.  Asked whether the attempts could have been made without his knowledge, he replied: "It could not have happened."

We have complete confidence, however, in our sources.  New Orleans States-Item, Jack Anderson column

3/21/71
[Excerpt deals with intruder at the Kennedys' Palm Beach house, "shortly after the tragedy in Dallas."  Author's understanding is that intruder was jailed overnight, bailed out the following day, and that he had "connections in Dallas.] My Eight Years as the Kennedy's' Private Nurse, Rita Dallas

4/1/71
Warren Commission Document 354 was first published in Six Seconds in Dallas which told how an Army Intelligence Agent was trapped in the Texas School Book Depository building just after President Kennedy was shot.

The agent's name was given as James Powell.  No identification, other than name was given.  No physical description of any type was given.

Thanks to the alertness of Gary Shaw of Cleburne, we can wonder if the James Powell, Chief of the Capitol Police in Washington, was the James Powell in the Book Depository that fateful day.  If Chief Powell denies he was "the James Powell," we have only one less Powell to check.

This is another example of the purposefully incomplete work done by those charged with finding who was involved in the killing President Kennedy.  Midlothian Mirror
6/28/71
Mrs. Joseph Kennedy, in interview taped for David Frost show scheduled for 6/28/71] "said she was ‘never particularly incensed' at the assassins of President John F. Kennedy and Senator Robert F. Kennedy because she believes they did not realize the meaning of their acts.

"'The children [of President Kennedy] couldn't understand it, Caroline and John, why should anyone want to - but I think they [the assassins] don't know, they don't realize ... if they did, I don't think they'd have done it,' she said."  San Francisco Chronicle

7/3/71
UPI story, datelined Washington, quotes L. Fletcher Prouty as saying in BBC interview that "I don't think Oswald by himself killed President Kennedy."  Prouty is described as "a former Pentagon liaison officer with the [CIA] ... a retired U.S. Air Force colonel and the director of special operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1962 and 1963."  UPI

See Conspiracy, 3/6/73, Jack Anderson, San Francisco Chronicle, on CIA effort to get galleys of book by Prouty, The Secret Team. Berkeley Gazette
9/15/71

9/16/71
Column by William F. Buckley, Jr. deals with 2½-hour interview of Chou En-lai by Julio Scherer Garcia, editor-manager of Excelsior, Mexico City.

"[The interview] is rich and long, full of interesting bits and pieces.  Chou tells us, for instance, that 'the truth of the assassination of President Kennedy has not yet been revealed.'"

[Paragraph containing quotation above, published 9/5/71 by Excelsior as first of 3 articles by Julio Scherer Garcia, copied and clipped to Buckley column.]  New Orleans States-Item [9/15/71], San Francisco Examiner, [9/16/71]

9/17/71
Kennedy and Wife Are Safe in Israeli Copter Mishap
Edward Kennedy and wife unhurt after helicopter makes forced landing on beach south of Tel Aviv 9/16/71, after warning light indicated engine trouble.  Story says, "It later turned out there was actually nothing wrong with the ... helicopter.  A short circuit caused the warning light to flash."  New York Times
1/29/72
Garrett Brock Trapnell, after hijacking TWA jet liner en route from Los Angeles to New York 1/29/72, on landing at Kennedy Airport asked [included with other demands] to be flown to Dallas to pick up a prisoner in county jail there, George Anthony Padilla.  While plane was still at Kennedy was shot in arm by FBI agent, posing as member of fresh crew, and arrested.

New Orleans States-Item [from Dallas News of 2/1] reported 2/2/72 that documents in National Archives show Trapnell was questioned by FBI 8/19/63, when he told them he had met with three Cuban refugees who were planning to kidnap and kill Robert Kennedy.  Was questioned by FBI again 11/23/63, at which time he substituted the name "Oswaldo" for one of the Cuban refugees with whom he said he had met in Miami in 5/63.  Trapnell later denied this story, saying he had fabricated it to confuse matters surrounding a 'bad check charge against him in Maryland.

5/25/72
… Back in 1963, shortly after President Kennedy's assassination, Robert F. Kennedy, while he was still Attorney-General, conducted his own investigation of the death of his brother.  That private investigation, which ran parallel with the official inquiry  ...  conducted by the Warren Commission, was featured by trips to this country by an Inspector Hamilton, former Chief Inspector of Scotland Yard.  Hamilton, an old friend of Joseph P. Kennedy ... had been retained by Bobby to help unravel the real truth about the murder of JFK.

… Hamilton ... reached the conclusion that Bobby's move to seize control of the CIA [after the Bay of Pigs] had something to do with the murder of his elder brother.

After Bobby’s own assassination in 1968, it is not know whether Teddy has the documentation Bobby had collected in his private investigation or whether it has been destroyed.  … Washington Observer Newsletter, [4/15/72] Midlothian Mirror reprint

6/23/72
From article by Citizens Research and Investigation Committee [Box 3342, Beverly Hills, CA 90212] and Donald Freed, Who Shot George Wallace?:

... [Arthur H.] Bremer's 200 pound companion closely resembles a man identified as being in Dealey Plaza on 11/22/63 and at the [Laurel, MD] shopping center, changing his license plates, on the day George Wallace was shot.  LA Free Press
6/23/72
From article by Citizens Research and Investigation Committee [Box 3342, Beverly Hills, CA 90212] and Donald Freed, Who Shot George Wallace?  Described in article as "a research unit sponsored by the Center for the Analysis of Law Enforcement Practices.
... The top-secret, completely classified Rand Corporation file known as Operation Star confirms that agents of a conspiracy had penetrated the Secret Service in Dallas in 1963.  … [No further details.]

9/14-15/72
Washington - John G. Schmitz, the American Independent party presidential candidate, charged today [9/14] that there is a "conspiracy of silence" surrounding the government's investigation of Arthur Bremer and the shooting of Governor George Wallace.  ...  Schmitz told a news conference he had asked the House Internal Security Committee, of which he is a member, to investigate allegations in a John Birch Society magazine that there was a Communist conspiracy to kill the Alabama governor and that the CIA might also be involved. San Francisco Examiner]  Schmitz said he believed it was obvious that Bremer "did not act alone.  It is obvious that he had Communist connections."  [San Francisco Chronicle]  After demanding an investigation by [House Internal Security Committee], Mr. Schmitz also suggested that similarly inspired conspiracies were involved in the assassinations of President Kennedy and Senator Robert F. Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  [New York Times]

[Quote from Schmitz, San Francisco Examiner, 9/12/72: "[Bremer] had a mysterious, ah, what would you call it ... boss type who, interestingly enough, died in a mysterious death between George Wallace's assassination attempt and now."]  San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco Chronicle, New York Times
10/3/72
Paris - The newspaper L'Aurore published yesterday an account of a former French resident of Algeria who said that in 1961 he had been hired to kill President Kennedy, but that he had withdrawn from the assignment at the last moment.

The newspaper said Jose Luis Romero, who now lives at an undisclosed place in South America, had signed a contract with a French book publisher for the story of his life.

The article quoted Romero as saying that the attempt on Mr. Kennedy's life was to have been made during the American president's visit to France to talk with General Charles de Gaulle.

Romero said that in Algiers he had been offered $460,000 through a man identified only as "Mike" who "visibly worked for certain secret services of the United States."  He said that after he went to Paris he got worried.  He checked with the Secret Army Organization in Algiers, and got orders to pull out of the deal.

The Secret Army Organization fought de Gaulle on independence for Algeria.  San Francisco Chronicle, AP

10/5/72
Penn Jones’ listing of order and direction of seven shots.  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones

1/17-18/73
See The Watergate Spies, James Reston

Veil Over Watergate – editorial  New York Times

5/25/73
See reference to Jose Louis Romero and story attributed to him, of a plan to assassinate JFK in 1961 in Paris.  [John Hanrahan, "He's [Bernard Fensterwald] a Natural for the Watergate Case."  San Francisco Chronicle from Washington Post
6/17/73
New York, [6/16] [UPI] - The late President Lyndon Johnson believed that President Kennedy was slain in retaliation for a thwarted assassination attempt by a CIA-backed team in Havana, [Janos did not quote the late President as to the specifics of the alleged CIA assassination plot in Havana, nor the target of such a plot.] according to a former Johnson aide.

In an article being published Sunday in the Atlantic Monthly, Leo Janos, now a Time magazine correspondent, said that Mr. Johnson told him in a conversation at the LBJ ranch a few months before he died, "I never believed Oswald acted alone, although I can accept that he pulled the trigger."  …  Washington Post
3/10/75
Story on George O'Toole, described as a former CIA technician, who says test with psychological stress evaluator [PSE] has led him to conclude that Oswald was telling the truth when he denied having killed Kennedy.  KPFA News

7/22/75
"Congressional investigators have received information that on the day President Kennedy was killed, the [CIA] was making arrangements in Paris for a plot to assassinate [Castro], according to informed sources.

"The coincidence in timing becomes all the more bizarre in light of Castro's own account of what he was doing when Kennedy was killed.  According to the Cuban premier, he was in Varadero, Cuba, that afternoon listening to an intermediary - a French journalist named Jean Daniel - talk about Kennedy's apparent interest in re-establishing contact between the two nations.

"Daniel had just spoken with Kennedy in Washington, Castro related in the recently published book, With Fidel.  [Author not given.] 'In my opinion,' Castro said, 'this was a definite gesture on Kennedy's party [sic] to try to establish contact, an exchange with us.'  Washington Post, George Lardner, Jr.

10/7/75
Story by Rod Gibson on Harold Weisberg obtaining documents from National Archives "after a 9-year court battle."

The new evidence "reveals conclusively that the Warren Commission was wrong and that Lee Harvey Oswald could not have been the lone assassin of President Kennedy.  Top secret documents hidden for years in the National Archives show clearly that there had to be at least two gunmen - one behind the President and one ahead of him, says veteran Kennedy assassination investigator Harold Weisberg. ... " National Enquirer
