Conspiracy


1/2/69
Committee to Investigate Assassinations, Inc., suggests a conspiracy may be behind the murders of JFF, RFK, Martin Luther King, Jr.

3/24/69
From story on "doomsday clock" on cover of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists: "In 10/63, the nuclear test ban treaty moved the hands back to 12 minutes before midnight - the farthest from doom ever."  UPI/San Francisco Examiner
3/3069
See tape No. 83-84, section c - interview by Jim Eason of William Bradford Huie and Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.

Fensterwald says notes of both Dorothy Kilgallen and Damon Runyan, Jr. never have been found.

4/1/69
Story on Arthur J. Hanes, former attorney for James Earl Ray, and William Bradford Huie, Ray's biographer; both in New York to promote articles they had written, probably those in Look Magazine 4/15, although Times does not say so.

Hanes says that when Ray went to Memphis 4/3/68 it was to try to sell rifles to Cuban exiles and that he did not know Martin Luther King was to be shot the following day.  Both Hanes and Huie say Ray's visits to New Orleans in the three to four months preceding King's murder would bear more investigation.  Hanes: "The only show of emotion, apprehension or concern which Ray showed was when we went over the list of state's [Tennessee] witnesses from Louisiana.  He was terrified." Waldron says names of witnesses the state had planned to call if Ray came to trial was never made public.  Ray is known to have been in Louisiana at least three times before Dr. King was killed – 10/67 and 12/67 and 3/68.  New York Times, Martin Waldron

6/69
In the eyes of the fascists in our midst, Kennedy "had to go" ...  for these reasons:

1. He had halted U-2 spy missions over Soviet Russia.

2. He had recalled General Walker who had been indoctrinating American troops in Europe with "anti-Communism."

3. He failed to carry out an invasion of Cuba.

4. He was planning to withdraw the 15,000 troops he had sent to Vietnam [AP, 11/27/63].

5. He was the first President to publicly state that segregation is morally wrong.

6. He had once said that the CIA "should be broken up and scattered to the four winds.”  Don Blaine, letter to Midlothian Mirror
6/9/69
From review of book by Christopher Lehmann-Haupt:

"[Newfield's] final judgment was that at the point of death, [Robert] Kennedy had completed a terrible journey across the void between the old politics and the new.  He had left behind the politics of "CIA-tainted liberalism," of bosses, patronage, and union leaders - the politics of his older brother and Lyndon Johnson.  He had begun to understand the new media and the new issues - television, alienation, civil rights, and the loathing for American involvement in Vietnam ...  And having found himself, and a constituency - the young, the poor, the lost, the dispossessed - he was cut down.  It is an interpretation that gives Robert Kennedy's life tragic dimension.  [Indeed it increases one's belief that at this point in history any political leader who dares to reach out and touch the American people is daring tragedy, because to reach the people is now to touch their madness.]"  New York Times, Robert Kennedy: A Memoir: Jack Neufield

8/12/69
A Third Party In The Mary Jo Kopechne Death?
Item quotes from letter to District Attorney Edmund Dinis dated 8/12/69 from R. B. Cutler, Manchester, MA, on the possibility "that [Edward Kennedy] was apprehended and framed the night of 7/18-19/69 ... ideal location, ideal time = ideal crime executed by sea-based mercenaries ... "

Letter is reprinted from bi-weekly newsletter published by Joachim Joesten, Truth Letter. Assassination Inquiry Committee Newsletter, Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 3 1[?]/70

8/15/69
Story says James Earl Ray claims "federal agents" who recruited him ostensibly to help overthrow Castro killed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and "used me to be the fall guy," and that he knew nothing of King being in Memphis until after King had been killed.  Ray says the "federal agents" employed him during the spring of 1968.

Story says Ray dictated the statement to his brother Jerry, who read it in a televised program on KMOX-TV [St. Louis?]. San Diego Evening Tribune, as quoted by Assassination Inquiry Committee, Vol. 2, No. 3, 8/27/69, p. 1

9/5/70
Item [no source given] says James Earl Ray has disowned the statement that federal agents killed King, attributed to him by his brother Jerry.  His lawyer, Robert W. Hill, "said in Nashville, TN, yesterday his client now wants no more visits from his brother." New Orleans States-Item
10/30/69
Eddie Piper, janitor for the Texas School Book Depository Building told the Texas Attorney General [Vol. P, page 6, Texas Attorney General's report] that Oswald always made several short telephone calls during his lunch break. Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

11/3/69
For notes on report on assassinations by The National Violence Commission, see Conspiracy, 6/5/68.
11/3/69
The National Violence Commission [originally named The National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence] is established by President Johnson 6/5/68 [Unrelated story, New York Times 12/4/69, says Commission was established by President Johnson 6/10/68.], the day Robert Kennedy was shot and before he died 6/6/68.

The report of the Commission is issued in sections, that dealing with assassinations being made public 11/2/69.  This section emphasizes that recent assassinations in the United States were non-conspiratorial, and says that historically "the evidence … is overwhelming" that no Presidential assassination - with the exception of the abortive attempt on the life of President Truman - has been demonstrated to be the result of a conspiracy.

The Commission says that before Robert Kennedy was killed, "it might have been hypothesized in 1968 that the next assassin to strike at a President - or presidential candidate, as it turned out - would have most of the following attributes ... "  With a few minor exceptions, the attributes listed conform to the official description of Oswald.

Material on The National Violence Commission is filed Robert Kennedy (b), 6 /6/68 et seq., and 11/3/69, which includes excerpts from the Commission's report on assassinations.

12/69
[Approximate date]

“… FBI agent Nat Pinkston who got onto the Texas School Book Depository fast, ... the unnamed CIA man in Parkland, 'FBI man' who tried to get into trauma room one, James Powell of Army Intelligence caught inside the Texas School Book Depository 'when the Depository doors were sealed.'" Gary Schoener [Notes on Malcom X], undated, p. 2

[Authentication for above not included by Gary Schoener.]

